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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thg Introduclion to the Journal of the Exiles gives a brief 
narrative of the banishment of several citizens of Philadelphia, 
who were sent to Virginia, at the beginning of the war of the 
American Revolution, and of the events connected with it, until 
they were remanded by Congress to Pennsylvania to be dis- 
charged. And it gives a general account of the Society of 
Friends in the Province, previously to that time. 

The Journal was kept by those of the company who were 
members of ihe Society, and refers to the peculiar situation in 
which they were placed in consequence of the general Resolu- 
tions of the Congress of the United States, respecting the war ; 
out of which Resolutions, arose the Orders of the Supreme 
Kxecutive Council of Pennsylvania, which directed the arrest 
of the Friends, and fixed the place of their exile. 

To the Journal are added observations of the Society of 
Friends, upon this treatment of their members, and a defence 
against the charges made, respecting their political conduct ; 
these exhibit a refutation of the alleged authorship of the seve- 
ral publications imputed to them, which had been sent to Cos- 
greas, and though obviously not worthy of credit, were printed, 
and circulated by ils order, to the prejudice of the Society. 

In the Appendix will be found copies of the Minutes of the 
Congress, and of the Executive Council, arranged in a con- 
tinuily of dates ; and which correspond with the Journal The 
Epistles of the Friends written to their members, advising them 
to keep out of all warlike measures, are added, in order to com- 
prise all the charges which were alleged against the Society ; and 
there is added to the Introduction, an account of the visits which 
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R committee of the Yearly Meeting of Friends, made in Octo- 
ber, 1777, to General Howe, at his headquarters, near German- 
town, and to General Washington, at the American camp, at 
Valley Forge, to explain the principles which governed the 
Society, in relation to the contending parties. 

At this lime, so far removed from the reminiscences of the 
Revolution, many of the events here slated may be passing 
into oblivion, though they had been but partially understood — 
they relate to the last connexion of ihe Society of Friends with 
the government of Pennsylvania, another dynasty having come 
into power at the Revolution. 

Several members of the Society had held prominent posi- 
tions in the colonial government, the management of it being 
principally entrusted to them by the Proprietary during his 
absence in England. His stay in the Province at hia two visits 
occupied less than five years; and it has always been admitted 
that the judicious and liberal conduct of the Friends gave a 
peculiar and estimable character to the government, in regard 
to its colonial and municipal regulations. 

In relation to the question of politics as an international con- 
cern, the Friends had never taken an active part; for this was 
never referred to them. The colony had originated from 
England, with the advantage of being settled from a country 
which had made the greatest advancements towards religious 
and republican reformation ; and when the diSerences between 
America and England took place, the Friends, in common 
with many others, believed for a long time that England would 
have been wise enough to redress the grievances of the 
colonists, and to preserve their affection and allegiance. 

There may be some peculiarity in the style of the Journal, 
and in the occurrences it refers to, many of them being per- 
gonal ; hilt it was written in the friendly and familiar style to 
which the party was accustomed, in order to preserve such 
daily incidents as would be interesting lo their c 
home; and was not intended for publication. 
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These took pUcs during a painful separation of the £xi)ei 
from their families, who had to remain in Philadelphia, then iD 
possession of the British forces, and closely besieged by the' 
AtnericanB, with a view to distress it till it surrendered. At 
more than one time the city was threatened with conflagration 
and ahandooment, by the British ; and as these Friends were 
conscious of very severe and unworthy treatment, at such a 
time of anxiety and distress, th6 Journal is expressive of as 
little feeling as might have been expected. 

The exiled Friends, with their cotemporaries, have been 
some years since removed by death. Yet their banishment 
continues to be adverted to in several publications lending to 
palliate its oppressive character, even at the expense of the 
character of the sufferers. ' It is therefore thought proper to 
print a few copies of the Journal, in order to correct this im- 
pression, and to preserve the details of the transaction, with 
evidences to support them, for the information of persons con- 
cerned in the events of that interesting time. 

Perhaps the most memorable reference which win be made 
in future years to the Society of Friends, will be the part Ihey 
have acted in relation to the Colony of Pennsylvania, which is 
an essential part of their history. It shows the views they 
bad of the administration of a government, not to have been 
speculative, but practical ; and while it has not been intended 
to make the notice of this event intrusive, the account of it is 
due to future history, and to the memory of a worthy and 
exemplary ancestry. 

The settlement of Pennsylvania, under William Penn, pre* 
sented a character of sincerity, tolerance, and mild govern- 
ment, with a deference to the religious and political feelings of 
others, not before known on the Continent ; this, with his ex- 
emplary life, and that of his companions, established a sim- 
plicity of manners which has left an impress upon general 
society, tending to raise it on a basis of merit, and not of 
rarik. 

When a comparative view is taken of the practical course 
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flftaUishod here, both in governmeot and in the iattituttons of 
the countiy, it would appear just to infer that the repabUeaa 
measures which are now requiring the govemmeots abroad to 
take into just consideration their duties to the people, have de- 
rived much of their force from the example of the last two 
centuries of their establishment in America. 

In several histories of the American Revolutionary War, the 
writers have been led from ignorance or inattention, to c4mi- 
clude that the Society of Friends opposed the interests of the 
country by uniting with the partisans of England. 

What kind of partisans could be made of a people who 
withdrew altogether from the civil government whenever its 
measures had a warlike tendency 1 — Who never allied them- 
selves to any political party, and when exercising the duUes of 
government, never extended them beyond the requisitions of 
municipal order ! — ^Who restrained their members within the 
peaceable spirit of Christianity, as a condition of being con- 
tinued members of their church I — And who had always been 
willing to live under any system of government where the 
rights of the people were respected I 

This question has yet to be answered by some future writer, 
who will advert (o the facts, and give a history of the Society 
of Friends during the Revolutionary War, and of the principles 
which governed them ; for that Society has chosen to be silent 
where justice due to themselves might be the means of casting 
censure upon others. 

But the banishment of their members has carried an imputa- 
tion against them into general history j-— for in the much-ap- 
plauded conduct accompanying the Revolution, it has been 
inferred, that such an act would not have been committed with- 
out cauae. 

It is therefore due to the Friends, and to the position they 
held in general society, to present a correct statement of the 
transaction, supported by testinlony to place it in a just point 
of view, and to correct the erroneous impressions which have 
so long existed in the public mind, and been circulated in the 
annals of our couKtry. 
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The reader who may feel interested in the further views of 
William Penn, may be informed thai he had designed to pass 
the remainder of his days in Pennaylvanta, but the attention to 
his afilairs recalled him to England, where he ended his useful- 
ness and his life. 

One of the last acts of William Peon on leaving the country 
for England, was to grant a charter to the public school in 
Philadelphia, in order to secure good school instruction equally 
StodaVike to all the ckildrenof the community. On the seal of this 
institution be placed the motto : " good inbtkogtiok ib better 
THAN sicHBs ;" with the impressive adage : " *iXws AXXjiXok ;" 
"love yb one another.'' The motto on the seal he had derived 
from bis ancestors, and which he continued to the Province, 
was " HsacT . jostioe." 

In his family memoirs he directed that his children should 
be brought up in the practical knowledge of trades ; so that 
they should not only respect the useful occupations of persons 
who were dependent upon them, but have them to resort to, in 
the vicissitudes of life. 

William Penn left the Province for England on the 1st day 
of November, 1701, and his departure became final, — for the 
state of his affairs did not permit him to return to it He died at 
his house at Ruscomb, Berkshire, on the 30lh of the 5tb month, 
17tS, being then a member of the Mouthly Meeting of Friends 
at Reading. 

He had been distinguished in religious and civil life as a 
Christian — a philosopher — and a gentleman, — and this occasion 
seems to call for an insertion of the obituary memorial re> 
corded concerning him ; taken from minutes of the Monthly 
Meeting of Friends at Reading, — which, if it were ever pub- 
lished, is not now to be obtained. 

Thokab Gilpim. 

FbiladelphU, September lOtb, 1848. 
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A TESTIMONY COSCEBRINO WlLLIiM PENH. 

From the HonihJr Meeting for-Berlubire, Engltod, held at Raiding, 
3Iil of the lit month, 1719. 

OoB Friend William Fetin departed tfiis life at his home at 
Ruscomb, in the County of Berks, on the 30th of the fiflh 
month, I71S, and his body was conveyed thence the 7th of the 
sixth month following, to the Friends Burying Ground at Jor- 
den's, in Buckinghamshire, where he was honourably interred, 
being accompanied by many Friends, and others from distant 
parts. 

Being a member of our Monthly Meeting at the lime of his 
decease, and for some years before, we can do no less, in giving 
the foregoing account, than say something of the character of so 
worthy a man ; and not only refer to other meetings where his 
residence was in former times, who are witnesses of the great 
self-denial he underwent in the prime of his youth, and the 
patience with which he bore many a heavy cross i but think it 
our duty to cast in our mite to set forth in part his deserved 
commendation. 

He was a man of great abilities, of an excellent sweetness of 
dbposition ; quick of thought and of ready utterance ; full of 
the qualificatioiis of true disciplesbip, even love without dbsi- 
mulation ; as extensive in charity as comprehensive in know- 
ledge, and to whom malice and ingratitude were utter stran- 
gers — ready to forgive enemies, and the ungrateful were not 
excepted. 

Had not the management of his temporal affairs been attended 
with some deficiencies, envy itself would be to seek for matter of 
accusation, and judging in charity, even that part of his conduct 
may be attributed to a peculiar sublimily of mind. 

Notwithstanding which, he may without straining his cha- 
racter, be ranked among the learned — good — and great ; whose 
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abilities are wfGctently manifested throughout his elaborate 
writings, which are so many lasting monuments of his admired 
qualifications, and are the esteem of learned and judicious men 
among all persuasions. 

And although in old age, by reason of some shocks of a vio> 
lent disease, his intellect was much impaired, yet his sweet- 
ness and loving disposition surmounted its utmost efiforls, and 
remained when reason almost failed. 

In fine, he was learned without vanity — apt without forward- 
ness — facetious in conversation, yet weighty and serious — of 
an extraordinary greatness of mind, yel void of the stain of 
ambition — as free from rigid gravity'as he was clear of un- 
seemly levity — a man — a scholar — a friend — a minister, sur- 
passing in speculative endowments, whose memorial will be 
valued by the wise, and blessed with the just. 

Signed, on behalf and on appoinlmeot of said meeting. 

William Lahbole, 

Clerk. 

Taken from the Reading Kecords, 3d month 7, 1S13. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Many of the important events of American history have been 
carefully handed down to us by notes or tradition ; and when 
these have a public or private estimation, it is a tribute due to 
posterity to render the narrative permanent before a further 
lapse of time may subject it to uncertainty. 

The inteniion of this volume is to preserve an account of 
some interesting incidenls which occurred in Pennsylvania id 
the war of the American Revolution, for the use of the de- 
scendants of those persons who were unexpectedly involved in 
them. They arose out of that great event, and will show that 
the principles of justice and liberty then advocated for the na- 
tion, should have been more consistently dispensed to the rights 
which were due to individuals. 



The Settlement of the Province of Fenasylvaoia, by William 
Penn, formed a new era in the liberties of mankind. 

It opened an asylum in wiiich to originate a new govern- 
ment upon the principles of "Mercy and Juttice," conlem- 
plated from previous ages to form the basis of the social and 
natural relations. 

It afforded a resting-place, where the conscientious and op- 
pressed people of Europe might repose, and enjoy the rights 
of civil and religious freedom which mankind had derived as 
an inheritance from the Creator. 

The benevolent founder of the Colony deehired these to be 
his first objects in making the settlement, and he secured them 
to the people as their chartered privileges. 
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18 nrntoiinonoN> 

In one of bis letters to a friend in England, immediately 
after having obtained his Charter of the Province in 1681, he 
wrote : '• I have obtained the Province and desire to keep it, 
which may answer the kind providence of God to serve his 
truth and people, that an example may be set to the nations : 
there may be room there, though not here, for such a holy 
experiment"* 

The first settlement of the Colony was personally attended 
to by William Penn, in 1688, and he established it in peace. 
It was hoped that under the blessing of Providence, the set- 
tlers there could carry out the principles of the Christian re- 
ligion — they believed these principles to be of the highest benefit 
to mankind, and that they were capable of sustaining them in 
a practical course of conduct to each other in public and in 
private life. 

The soil of Pennsylvania was thus granted to William Penn, 
and the Colonial Government entrusted to him, under his well- 
known principles as a member of the Society of Friends ; and 
as this Society has had an interesting connexion and influence 
in the country from its early history, it is proper to trace out 
its origin and character. 

" The Religious Society of Friends," which title it is proper 
to give it in consideration of their peaceable and friendly con- 
duct, in lieu of the sobriquet of " Quakers" arose in England 
about the year 1645 ; and on their principles becoming known, 
they were joined by a lai^e number of people from various 
«ecls, who were dissatisfied with many of the religious profes- 
sions of the time, and were prepared to withdraw from them ; 
for they did not appear to support by example or precept the 
doctrines of Christ or the Apostles, as set forth in the New 
Testament. 

The enlarged and independent views taken by the Friends, 
led them to contemplate the nature of the Christian religion, 
and with it the simplicity and virtue of the primitive churches ; 

* PnHid'd HiBlorj of PemuylTuiia, vol, i, 169, notes. 
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to compare this with the ecclesiastical authority assumed by 
subsequent churches over the civil and religious rights of the 
people, and to examine into a system which had such an im- 
mediate relation to themselves, and to general society. 

At an early period the advice and care of the Apostles were 
extended to direct the churches to the purity in which they 
were established, and to avoid the general errors of the times; 
but deviations took place afterwards, arising from an external 
intercourse, and from various causes. 

The Christians having had no place as a distinct people, ex- 
isted as a religious sect dispersed among the nations. It is only 
recorded "the Disciples were caUed Christians first in An- 
lioch."« For the first two or three centuries, no other bbtori- 
cal accounts can be obtained of them, than from the lives of 
those Fathers who succeeded the immediate Apostles, and 
these show a uniform spirit of meekness and fidelity consistent 
with their original principles. 

During the first and second centuries, the Christians would 
not render to the state any military service, though many at- 
tempts were made to engage them in it ; they were uniform in 
the refusal by the declaration, " I am a Christian, and cannot 
fight," which produced a further separation from the people, 
and it was a further cause of the frequent martyrdoms they 
suffered. 

Although they remained a distinct sect, and were sought out 
and persecuted even as objects for sacrifice, the Christians 
became numerous, so that after the third century, Conslantine 
and the succeeding emperors granted them protection, in order 
to secure their assistance and support. 

Becoming more and more allied to the Roman interest, and 
mixed with the people, they had so deviated from their original 
principles as to be extensively employed as soldiers. By their 
movement with the armies, their religion was greatly extended 
through the empire and provinces, in which they contributed 
mainly to support the declining state ; whence a union took 
■ Acts iL 9S. 
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place between civit and religious power, partly military and 
partly hierarchal, yet with such aa introduction of heathen 
customs and warlike requisitions, as very much to destroy the 
Christian character. 

Yet under this external relation of the church, a clergy was 
established which governed it in matters of opinion and faith; 
and when there were any disputed points of orthodoxy, the 
bishops, with the other clergy, called councils to setile them, 
under a united authority of the churches. 

Six of these, called General Councils, were held from the years 
S25 to 680, besides numerous others of lesser importance. But 
in few or none of these assemblages were any satisfactory con- 
clusions to be arrived aL Under the profession of religion, a 
contention for points of doctrine resulted in contentions for 
supremacy ; and the decisions of the conventions being only 
suited to the parties in power, increased the schisms of the 
churches. 

The bishops of Rome having been seated at the most cele- 
brated place in the empire, began early to claim the exclusive 
title of Pope, and about the year 655, it was acceded to by the 
other bishops, though it had been previously the title of them 
all ; from thence it remained in the see of Rome, undisputed 
in Christendom for the nine succeeding centuries. 

During this long period the ecclesiastical annals give an 
account of the most arbitrary extension of the Roman papal 
power over all the Christian churches and kingdoms, and over 
the liberties and consciences of the people, until it was broken 
into in the sixteenth century, and partly divided among other 
sects at the Protestant reformation. 

But this division eventually proved to be rather a change of 
condition than a reform in the churches, for those which suc- 
ceeded had no precedents or ideas beyond an alteration or a 
modification of the general system of hierarchy, and a dispen- 
sation from some of the more formal and imposing ceremonies. 
They set up a new establishment of clergy, with expensive 
endowments, under an appropriation of the benefices derived 
from papal revenues, and even perverted to its service many 
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of the previous endowments of the Catholic charitable iastito 
tions. No latitude nf opinion or fatth was allowed beyond the 
articles of the newly prescribed creed. An imputation of 
heresy rested upon those who might conscientiously think for 
themselves; and as the churches formed again alliances with 
the governments, do relief could be obtained for the people 
from the further exactions and arbitrary control of the clergy. 

This re-established connexion of church and state was un- 
satisfactory to the judgment and feeling of a sensible laity, and 
there were many independent persons, who not choosing to 
submit to such intellectual and moral servitude, turned their 
minds to the simple doctrines and injunctions of the Christian 
religion, which they believed to be addressed to the attention 
of everyone; they were not satisfied with the prescribed formi 
adopted by the established churches, nor with any vicarious 
substitutes for the obligations of Christian duty; but they 
turned at once to the Christian example and precepts, to con- 
form to whatever they deemed ihem to require, and to reject 
whatever they prohibited, — and thus unswayed by fear or 
favour, to be accountable only to the responsibilities they en- 
joined. 

Among these, the most steady and patient, but efficient 
denial of the claims of the clergy was made by the Friends, — 
who appeared at a later period than most of the others, to be 
dissentients from the established church ; and who on their rise 
into a society, would not admit that the clergy had any right 
whatever, according to Christian discipline, to the positions 
they had assumed, and to the control which had been in- 
cautiously granted them. In addition to this, the clergy had 
become imperious and unfeeling, supporting their power by 
ecclesiastical laws and authority, living very expensively upon 
tithes and requisitions, exacted from the people under very 
severe oppression. 

This independent conduct became alarming to the Protestant 
hierarchies of Bngland, and caused the Friends there to suffer 
severe contumely and persecution under the clerical power. 
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and under the influence it had created with the government. 
Their members, for want of conformiiy, had to suffer long im- 
prisonments, loss of their property, distress of their families, 
and ioss of life, which was continued until their persecutors 
were checked by public sympathy, for the infliction of con- 
tinued injustice upon an innocent and conscientious people. 

In return for this course of oppression, the Friends formed 
no parties — they resisted no one — they returned no injury upon 
any one ; and while they considered their own mode of life 
would be injurious to no government, and offensive to no society 
instituted for the peaceable enjoyment of religion or the protec- 
tion of the community, they persevered in living and conduct- 
ing themselves according to their own mode of worship, and 
their own colivictions of duty. 

During this time, this people was not chargeable with being 
useless or inadequate members of society : in their various oc- 
cupations they were industrious, were true to their promises 
and engagements, and contributed like others to the support of 
government. 

In social kindness and sympathy, and in the requisitions of 
private and public duty they were distinguished, and they were 
prominent in institutions of high character for intelligence, use- 
fulness, and benevolence. 

At the same time that they kept out of all political parties or 
religious conventions, they made every respectful appeal to the 
government to be relieved from the unjust suflerings they had 
to endure. Further than this they could not go. For they 
never joined in measures for supplanting or overturning the 
constituted authorities, because this could not be done without 
violating their peaceable principles — " to live in peace with all 
men," 

They respected the powers of the government and a system 
of just laws as the guide of human action, and for the order 
and support of the structure of society. 

Confiding in the benevolence of the Christian religion as 
capable of influencing the human heart, they believed it to be 
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tnfficient to remedy tbe evils and to correct the errors of the 
age ; they believed, also, that if this had been the faithful ob- 
ject of the church, it would, long before their day, have brought 
the people under better discipline than could be attained by the 
civil government, with its code of Toluminous and intricate 
laws. 

As a contrast to tbe pompous establishments of the church 
and the state, with hierarchies, armies, and clerical parade, and 
after centuries of ecclesiastical controversies, how extraordi- 
nary was the rise and existence of a people disclaiming any 
connexion with the wars of the state or with the dissensions of . 
the churches, and determining to govern themselves by a line of 
truthful conduct— to be guided by good-will to all mankind 
according to the plain dictates of truth and the philosophy of 
the Christian religion. 

It was said of this Society by Oliver Cromwell, " Now I see 
there has arisen a people which I cannot win with gifts, 
honours, offices, or places, but all other sects and people I 
can."* And Admiral Penn said, among his last words to his 
son William Penn, soon after to become proprietary of Penn- 
sylronia, whom in his early Hfe he had banished from his house 
for having joined the Society of Friends, "Son William, 
if you and your Friends keep to your plain way of living, and 
to your plain way of preaching, you will make an end of the 
priests, to the end of the world."f 

Believing they had Christian auWiority for iheir existence as 
a religious society, the Friends established their church system 
independently of all civil assistance, with but few rules: these 
-were of a practical character in conformity with the prescript 
lions of the New Testament 

They had no specific articles for their religion, written out 
to be adopted as required by other churches ; but an account 
of their belief was set forth by many experienced writers, and 
approved of by the Society. 

■ M&nh'i popular Life of George Fot, p. 19. 
t Bparki'i Lift of Willi&m Podii, IB45, p. 353. 
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Ttiey rdied upon the guidance of an inward principle of 
divine trulh in the mind. 

They abrogated among themselves all regard to Uie esta- 
blished clerical power, which they believed to be the assump- 
tion of a latter age, and that there was no authority for it in the 
permission of Christ, or in the practice of the Apostles ; and 
they would render no military service) because they believed 
every act of warfare to be an abrc^ation of the principles of 
Christianity. 

They disconnected themselves with the civil power, and 
advised their members to decline appointments to civil offices, 
because in the required duties they might not be able to give 
satisfaction consistently with their principles. 

Their members were recommended to practise economy, 
and to encourage simplicity in their domestic retationst in order 
to avoid inducements to luxury and show. 

They took care of their indigent members, to place them in 
a way to obiain a maintenance ; but when their poor became 
aged or disabled, and could not support themselves, they were 
privately assisted out of the funds of the Society. In addition 
to this, in common with other citizens, their members supported 
the public poor. 

They mostly settled disputes arising between their members 
by an arbitrament of persons specially appointed among tbetn- 
selves, without an appeal to law, unless when it became expe- 
dient to obiain legal decisions, and their members were required 
by the Society to do justice to others. 

The institution of marriage was performed by a public de- 
claration of the parlies during the sitting of their friends at a 
religious meeting. They were not allowed the interference of 
any clerical authority. The witnesses were their commonfriends, 
and a certificate of the marriage, signed by themselves and the 
witnesses, was placed on the records of the Society. 

The Friends did not conform to outward ceremonies in the 
Christian religion, because in the devotion of mind and conduct 
which it enjoined, these appeared to them to be the lesser types 
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or services; and they fonod that when tbey had been mads 
commemorative and periodical, and performed by any church 
officer, it led to an external and vicarious dependence, from 
which followed superstitious ceremonies, didering widely from 
the. character of the origiaal institution. 

In their private meetings, which were for discipline, nothing 
was introduced but the business of the church ; and except that 
this had occasionally some relation to personal concerns, the 
meetings might have been open to every one. The business re- 
lated to the general condition or economy of the church, ad- 
vice to its members, its finances and charities, and often to 
such sympathies as the Friends might he interested in, for the 
benefit of others. 

No person presided at those meetings, for general respect 
preserved order ; any person was allowed to speak on the sub- 
jects under consideration when offered to the meeting by any 
of the members or produced by the clerk ; and when the meet- 
ing, after a gwerat exprrasion of sentiment, came to a conclu- 
sion, the clerk recorded it. 

No qnestion was ever taken or decided by a vote, to ascer- 
tain a majority; for the dignity of the meeting did not permit it. 
Arguments on subjects under consideration were openly offered 
and reference made to the general principles of the Society to 
sustain them; but as the truth would lead to but one conclusion, 
it was the purpose of the meeting calmly to discover it, and a 
minority having a clear view of a subject, often led to the 
good and final judgment of the meeting ; at those times when 
tbo meeiiog could not airive at a satisfactory conclusion, the 
subject was postponed for further reflection and unanimity. 

The Society acknowledged a ministry among themselves, to 
arise from impressions of religious duty on the part of ex- 
emplary and pious persons, who might preach in their public 
meetings for worship ; but these were to have no pay nor dis- 
tinction beyond their other members. 

Their houses for public worship were neat, and convenient, 
built without omatnsnt, but made comfortable, and were open 
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to all peraoDS who were inclmed to attaod (hem. The religious 
worship ID their meetings was without any forms or ceremoDies. 
It consisted in an effort of the mind to advert to their religious 
duties, under a belief ihat these would be made known by the 
Spirit of Truth to all persons, even when they might not be 
directed to them by a teacher or minister. 

[Joder the solemnity of a silent and sedate assembly, order 
was always preserved ; and as the Christian principles were 
obviously true, and necessary to be put in practice in the 
common walks of life, it was believed their relative injunctions 
would be the principal objects for religious contemplation. 

The houses to meet in were not regarded as ^aces of 
sanctity ; for the Friends believed that it was the manors of a 
Christian society who constituted a church, and that, as on the 
occasion of the " Sermon on (he Mount," they might be as pro- 
perly assembled there, as in the Temple. 

The Friends could not give evidence on any occasion qn 
the pledge of an Oath, not only because they believed it to be 
forbidden by the precepts of the New Testament, but because 
they claimed it to be the right of every freeman of unimpaired 
veracity, to have credence when he stated a fact to be true. 

This caused the Friends to suSer much in England from the 
want of legal testimony, for about fifty years ; but they were 
relieved from taking oaths in 1606, by a special act of Parlia- 
ment, and from thence a dispensation from taking oaths was 
introduced into most of (he colonial governments of America, 
and into the Constitution of the United States. From the 
years 1826 to 16S8, several acts were passed by Parliament to 
dispraise with the use of oaths in England, in favour of con- 
scientious pusons, who declined to take them ; and at the re- 
organization of the government now going on in France, 
pledges by oath are dispensed with in (hat nation. 

Schools or seminaries were established by the Friends to 
afford the most useful course of scholastic education, from the 
elementary or primary institutes to the highest branches of 
mathematics and of classical literature, with selections from 
the best Latin and Greek authors, and the use of the Hebrew 
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Bible. The pupils were Uugtit under iio praoi^itive form of 
religious rules further than to secure a system of orderly and 
moral conduct The schools were open for the admission of the 
children of all persons who approved of their course of useful 
and guarded education. 

Their hurial-places were arranged to be without ornament, 
display, or expense, and to be used tree of auy charge. Burials 
were permitted of alt persons who were professors with the 
Society, and of all other persons, free of charge, who had 
desired Co bo buried in their ground. 

In their native land and that of their forefathers, the religious 
Society of Friends had net been allowed these natural and in- 
oflensive privil^es. The power of the church, united with 
the power of the government, had controlled the rights of the 
people under laws and prejudices to such an extent, that when- 
ever there was a proepect of civil or religious liberty arising 
to restore the natural rights of mankind, it was suppressed 
under a pret^ice of its interference with the prescribed privi- 
leges of the clergy, or with some of the sectarian instituUoM 
having a temporary possession of power. 

In looking over " The Annals of the Christian Church," as 
collected by an Episcopalian minister,* and lately published, 
the historical incidents show that the Christian spirit of meek- 
ness and kindness had not been in unison with it since the 
early ages. 

It was scarcely free from the persecutions under the Roman 
government, when it became united with the civil power, and 
the records of that period give an account of the continued 
discords and internal dissensions which arose out of church 
power and stipremacy, with a detail of contentious cotmcihi, 
excommunications, crusades, heresies, massacres, and pro- 
tracted deKberations upon abstract and iocomprebensible 
matters, tnquigitions to test faith in absurd doctrines, and per- 
secutions and martyrdoms which were inSicIed upon the most 
virtuous people, and upon those who made attempts to reform 
■ See EccIcNutieal Chnnudogr, bj llie Rbt. J. B. Riddle, London, 1840. 
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the errors of the church, or to correct the conduct of the 
clergy. 

If the errors of those times were also those of the cirit go- 
vernment during what was so generally called the " Darfc 
Ages," (hat period was emphatically darkened under the do- 
minion of the officers of a church who claimed to be an edu- 
cated class or rank in society, and who suffered no light of 
instruction to come among the people. It had set up, and it 
had put down at will, kings and rulers in Christendom for many 
ages ; it annulled at will the allegiance of the people to the 
governments ; it controlled the circulation of the Scriptures and 
of priming ; it confined or dispensed all literature and know- 
ledge, as well as the tuition of the schools ; it took out of the 
courts of justice any cases of crime to which, through favour- 
ilism, the clerical power chose to ailbrd the celebrated " Benefit 
of Clergy," to transfer them to the ecclesiastical courts, and 
dispose of them as they should see proper ; and it threatened 
with the punishments of the Inquisition some of the most 
enlightened philosophers for revealing the works of God bene- 
volently handed through them to mankind. 

The power of the Christian Church to obtain the estates of 
the people, was beyond all similitude in the annals of any 
country. 

Under the specious pleas of charity or for spiritual service 
or intercession, more than one half the lands in England be- 
came diverted from its legal descent to the lawful heirs, by be- 
quests made to the clergy and to the churches ; and although 
the government passed successive statutes of mortmain during 
more than jive hundred years to annul such legacies, the laws 
were fraudulently evaded by the devices of the clergy, and 
continued to be so, until the church power became weakened 
at the Protestant Revolution. 

It will not therefore appear strange that professors of the 
Christian religion desirottB to live under it in its purity, should 
make their escape from such sceties of distrust and confusion ; 
for even when the Reformation had taken place in England, 
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and the Papal or Roman Catholic supremacy termiaated, the 
Protestant part of the community was left unpri^red to build 
op a system without its errors ; this party had still its views of 
maintaining^ a civil and clerical power, and of obtaining tho 
wealth of the church establishments : in consequence of which 
it divided into contending parties. 

Some of these people who emigrated and came to America, 
were of the highly religious professions. They escaped it is 
true from the control of the Protestant supremacy which had 
just succeeded to the Roman Catholic ; but their Exodus did 
not take place in that spirit of kindness to others which a com- 
mon suffering should have taught them : they did not extend 
a toleration of religion to their Christian brethren ; but instead 
of this, a spirit of religious domination accompanied them, par* 
ticularly into New England, and was engrafted into their laws 
and institutioDs. 

It is now proper to advert to the Colony of Pennsylvania, to 
see how far it was preserved from these evils by the peculiarity 
of its settlement ; and it ought to be borne in mind that tlie So- 
ciety of Friends who settled that province, had dissented more 
materially than others from many of the civil as well as from 
the religious institutions in England, and therefore the support 
of their tenets was attended by peculiar difficulties. 

All the church establishments, atid the military system, and 
their extended interests, were in direct opposition to the views 
of the Friends ; and as to the legal profession, their prudential 
conduct was a peaceful example against its conlroversies, ex- 
penses, and impositions. 

Having undergone many severe persecutions in England for 
their religious conduct for nearly half a century, the Friends 
were the last company who left there to settle in America. 
They availed themselves of the opportunity to emigrate under 
the auspices of their fellow-member William Penn, on his ob- 
taining, on the 4th of March, 1081, a grant of the Province of 
Pennsylvania from King Charles II., in order to make a peace- 
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ful settlement in the western world, and to get rid of tbeir 
oppressions in their native land. 

They trusted with great reliance that the same principles as 
those of the Gospel would appear in the minds of the untutored 
Indians, who would become willing to participate in the ofler- 
ing of a peaceful spirit. 

Trusting also to ihe integrity which guided their own con- 
duct, they firmly relied upon their Christian faith to sustain 
them in a wild and foreign coontry, unmolested by the unfeel- 
ing disposition manifested by the people at home, who under 
the profession of Christianity, had cast aside the cardinal prin- 
ciples of benevolence and justice. 

It was this people who convinced by their truthful conduct 
the natives of the country of the sincerity of their profession, 
and of the efficiency of their peaceful plan of settlement, and 
extended the toleration of religion to the members of all socie- 
ties. By their frame of government they granted as a char- 
tered right, liberty of conscience to all people who would settle 
in the Province ; and it was the only one which had been 
granted to mankind by any of the professors of Christianity. 

In the contemplation of this, and of the peaceful alliance be- 
tween the Friends and the Indian natives, Voltaire has re- 
corded : " It was the only treaty made with the natives of the 
New World which was not ratified by an oath, and the only 
one which has not been broken." 

There are several authors who have made or extended the 
same remarks. In Arthur O'Leary's Essay on Toleration he 
says : " William Fenn, the great legislator of the Quakers, 
had the success of a conqueror in establishing and defending 
his colony without ever drawing the sword ; the tenderness 
of an universal father, who opened his arms to all mankind, 
without distinction of sect or party ; and in bis republic it was 
not the religious creed, but personal merit that entitled every 
member of society to the protection and emoluments of the 
state." 

The frame of government formed by the Proprietary for the 
inhabitants, was executed in England, SSth April, 1683. It was 
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in tbe nature of a mutual compact, and it was not to be altered 
without the consent of the Proprietary and of six-sevenths of 
tbe freemen of the Provincial Council and AssemUy. It was 
in twenty-four articles and forty laws. The law on Religious 
Rights is as follows : 

" That all persons living in this Province, who confess and 
acknowledge the one almighty and eternal God to be the 
creator, upholder, and ruler of the world, and who hold them- 
selves obliged in conscience to live peaceably and justly in 
civil society, shall in no wise be molested or prejudiced for 
their religious persuasion or practice in matters of faith or 
worship ; nor shall they be compelled at any time to frequent 
or maintain any religions worship-place or ministry whatever."* 

The Abbe Raynal in his History of the Indies says : " Penn's 
humanity could not be extended to the savages only ; it ex- 
tended to all who were desirous of living under his laws. Sen- 
sible that the happiness of a people depended upon the nature 
of the legislation, he founded his upon those true principles of 
private felicity — liberty and property." 

" The mind dwells wilh pleasure upon this part of modem 
history, and feels some kind of compensation for the disgust, 
horror, or melancholy, which the whole of it, but particularly 
the account of the European settlements in America inspires."f 

Montesquieu, in the Spirit of Laws, has the following senti- 
ment on the government of Pennsylvania :j; 

" A character so extraordinary in the institutions of Greece, 
bos shown itself lately in the dregs and corruptions of modern 
times; a very honest legislator has formed a people to whora 
probity seems as natural as bravery to the Spartans. 

" Mr. Penn is a real Lycurgus, and, although the former 
made peace his principal aim, as the latter did war, yet, ibey 
resemble one another in the singular way of living to which 
they reduced their people, — in the ascendency they had over 
freemen, in the prejudices they overcame, and in the passions 
which they subdued." 

• See Prond'l History of PenmylTaniB, Appendix No, 3, page 19, 

* See RaToal, Book 18. t See 4tlt Book, ' 
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Of these rights to the natural gifts of Providence as far as 
they could be secured by the Proprietary to his fellow-beings, 
they were fully sensible. It gave them the first practical assu- 
rance — " That all men are created equal ; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

For the welcome reception which the natives of the country 
gave lo the emigrants they deserved the kindness which was 
shown them, and they were sensible of this when they re- 
ceived it 

In consequence of the quarrelsome conduct of the colonists 
on the north and on the south of Pennsylvania, the fiercest 
wars with the natives had ensued ; but in this Province they 
joined in with the peaceful spirit that prevailed, and became 
kind and friendly, — so that love and respect without fear 
governed their relation lo each other. 

In the agreements made between the natives and the govern- 
ment or settlers, there were considerations of mutual benefit. 

The natives granted amicably the liberty of settlement, oc- 
cupation of the soil and residence, and these afforded a mutual 
accommodation of their interests, tending to an increase of their 
happiness. 

The settlers introduced among the natives improvements in 
the adaptation of the country for agriculture, and social life, 
then commencing in the western world, and soon to come 
among them. 

" The publication of this settlement and of the frame of 
government, spread through Europe, and added to the celebrity 
and filling up of this colony from many of the kingdoms and 
states, surcharged wilh oppressed inhabitants, under the feudal 
system."* And under such an equitable arrangement for 
mutual benefit, as long as the affairs of the colony were under 
the control of the Friends, for about seventy years, there were 
no differences with the Indians, for they were satisfied that 
their rights and interests were respected equally with the rights 
of any other people in the Province. 

^ * See Mien lliher'i NotM. 
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But when the European Seren Years' War broke out between 
France and England, whidi existed from 1766 to 1763, and 
was carried on in America by the English for the conquest of 
Canada, the Indians on the frontier became influenced by the 
French into hostile measures, and as auxiliaries they invaded 
Western Pennsylvania, and fought the battle near Pittsburg, at 
the defeat of General Braddock, on the 9th of July, 1755. 

This was the first instance of hostile conduct on the part of 
the Indians, and in Gordon's History of Pennsylvania, p. 335, he 
writes, " The Indians remained very inimical for some time, 
till the return of the Shawnese and Detawares to a pacific 
disposition. This was greatly promoted by the conduct of the 
principal Quakers. Israel Pemberton and several others had 
invited some friendly Indians to their tables, and awakened 
their earnest wishes for peace. This conference was held by 
permission of the governiH' (Robert Hunter Morris). But by 
the advice of his council, the subject was left entirety to the 
management of the Friends." 

The Colony of Pennsylvania had thus continued to realize 
the best expectations which could have been formed for it 
The inhabitants, guided by good examples, were industrious ; 
the land productive, the laws equal, religious rights were 
enjoyed by all, and a representative government in the hands 
of the people. 

The foreign or international concerns of the coimtry were 
in the hands of the British government, and but Httle infiuenced 
the administration of the Colony. By the treaty of 1763, 
made with France, that nation ceded to the English all the 
Canada country, in favour of their retaining which, at the 
peace, Doctor Franklin took a very active and efficient interest, 
and addressed to the ministry his celebrated Canada pamphlet. 
This country became thus united to the English colonies, and 
the tol^^tion of religion was not only introduced there, but ex- 
tended through the valley of the Mississippi, and was eventually 
secured through all western North Americs. 
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The Society of Friends had never engaged in any national 
controversies of religion or politics, for their views of the injunc- 
tions of the Christian religion, and of its conservative character, 
were paramount to every other consideration. They had a 
belief that the dispensation of this religion was sufficiently 
opened to mankind to be of practical application, bo that when 
differences occurred, they could and ought to be settled upoa 
the catholic principles it enjoined. 

When, therefore, after the British nation had become the 
unrivalled possessors of nearly all the continent of North 
Aroertca, and die measures of that government tended to pass 
laws restrictive upon the colonies, which created diferences 
prtKeeding to retaliation and independent rule, a state of 
difficulty ensued, requiring the Society of Friends to sustain its 
peaceable principles by an injunction upon its members to with- 
draw from all warlike measures. 

It ought not to be considered unreasonable that the Friends, 
afler having under their own peaceful laws and discipline pro- 
vided for all the exigencies of the state, both " for the savage and 
the sage," should have declined to take any part in a contest 
among their own brethren, waging a warfare to an extent they 
could not estimate, and certainly not control. 

And was it just or reasonable that the Friends, who had 
established and conducted the government for nearly a century 
under the principles of peace, should on a change of power in 
the province, be proscribed and treated as alient and enemiei 
to their country, because they could not join in hostile measures 
when these were expedient only according to the judgment of 
others 1 And would it not have been consistent with the rights 
of mankind, so well known as the purpose of the Revolution, 
that the motives and conduct of the Friends should have been 
clearly ascertained, that as a conscientious people they should 
have been accordingly protected, and allowed to remain quietly 
at their homes, without molestation 1 

Just as these considerations are claimed to be, the follow- 
ing narrative will show what little regard was paid to the 
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Friends in Philadelphia, for their considerate and equitable 
conduct to others ! ! 



During the secoad year of the war of the American Revo- 
lution, the English army was brought round by sea from New 
York into Chesapeake Bay ; they were landed near the head of 
the bay on the 22d of August, and after the battle of Brandy- 
nine on the llth of September, 1777, they passed through the 
Stale of Pennsylvania, to lake possession of the city of 
Philadelphia. 

The House of Congress was then in session at Philadelphia, 
-—the Legislature of Pennaylvahia, — and the Supreme Executive 
Council, consisting of twelve meinbers with its president, esta- 
blished by the State Constitution of 2Sth September, 1776,— -and 
there also sat the Committee of Safety, which held its private 
assemblages as an acting committee, whose doings and miaules 
were assumed by the Supreme Executive Council. 

Congress, by a resolve of 35th August, 1777, recommended 
as follows : " That the executive officers of the states of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, be requested to cause all persons, 
within '. the respective Slates, notoriously disaffected, forthwith 
to be disarmed and secured, until such time as they may be 
released without injury to the common cause. 

" That it be recommended to the Supreme Executive Council 
of the State of Pennsylvania, to cause diligent search to be 
made in the houses of all the inhabitants of the city of Phila- 
delphia, who have not manifested their attachment to the 
American cause, for firearms, stoords, bayonets, &c." 

These resolutions, from their construction, could scarcely 
have been intended for the Society of Friends. 

But under the general recommendation of these resolutions, 
the Supreme Executive Council considered it within their license 
to arrest several of the most respectable inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia, chiefly of the Society of Friends, to represent them to be 
amenable to the charges contained in it, and because tbey would 
not consent to be subjected to such a deprivation of their liberty 
as was unworthy of respectable citizens, and men of unim- 
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peachable chanicter, and as they would not assent to join in 
with the meaaures of the Revolution, the Council declared the 
fViends to be notoriously disaffected to the cauie of American- 
freedom. Their case was then reported to a Congress unaC' 
c]uainted with their principles, and with their personal eharacter. 

Nearly at the same time, as appears on the minutes of Con- 
gress of SSth Augusi, 1777, there had been transmitted to it a 
letter from Gteaeral Sullivan, dated at Hanover, near Newark, 
New Jersey, on the 26th August, enclosing a paper said to have 
been found among ba^age taken at Staten Island. 

This paper professed to contain information from a yearly 
meeting of Friends, said to be held on the 19th of August, at 
Spanktoien, a place scarcdy known even as an inferior part of 
'Rahvay.which loas a remote town on the east side of New 
Jersey. 

Owing to the ignorance of Congress respecting the Society 
of Friends, this production became thus imposed upon them. 
It stated under its date of SSth August, that General Howe 
had landed at the bead of Chesapeake Bay, and it contained 
various desultory ii^armation of a very inconsi^nt character, 
which Congress, under date of SIst August, directed to be 
published, — a copy of which is given in this volume, and it is 
yet to be found at the Philadelphia Library, in Na 2533 of the 
Pennsylvania Register, dated lOth September, 1777, and also 
in No. 804 of Dunkp's Pennsylvania Packet, of Tuesday, 9th 
September, 1777. In both of these it is certified to be published 
by Order of Congress, by Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

By the charge of authorship of such a production upon the 
Society of Friends, it was intended still &rther to injure their 
character in the estimation of Congress, to lead to an inference 
that their religious nwetings were connected with political pur- 
poses, and to create prejudices against them among the people; 
but a full exculpation of the Society from any shadow of its 
authorship is to be found in the contradictory statements of 
dates in the paper itself, as well as in its general tenor and 
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character ; and this ia fully set forth in the course of the foU 
lowing Journal and Memoirs. In these it will be seen — 

Id the first place, that no meeting of the Society had ever 
been held at (be designated place — selected as if in derision of 
the Society, " Span^own" — the places of holding their yearty 
meetings being always at the most respectable towns or cities 
through the country, and advertised in the annual puUications. 

In the second place, that the letter professed to contain in- 
formation from the eastern part of New Jersey, and to be 
brought by way of Staten Island under date of I9tk Augu^ 
respecting the landing of the British army at the head of the 
Chesapeake Bay, which did not take place till the 32d Attgutt. 
The intelligence of this, however, had reached PhUaddphia 
on the 23d, and must have been known to Congress, because it 
is stated on their minutes on the Sfith August, and thence there 
was issued the pnUication made by their order on the Slat 
August. 

It would appear almost useless to add to this statement any 
remarks respecting such a publication, and of the io^roprietfr 
and unkindness of thus uitending to injure Ike standing of a 
large and respectable portion of fellow<cit«ens in the opinion 
of an nninformed, and therefore undiscrimioatii^ public But, 
if owing-to a want of time ot the agitating military movemeBts 
in the country, the Supreme Elxecutive Council, who were then 
appointed to be the guardians of the rights of the people, had 
not prevented the application made by the persons so chained 
to have a hearing inacourt of justice, these misrefM'esentatioas 
would have been made obvious ; the Friends woi^ then have 
bera placed in public estimatioD in that state of innocence and 
inoflfensive character whidi their accusers were compelled to 
accede to them, after these attempts to crimiaate them and to 
debar them of tturir eonstiuKional rights had failed. 

The perscms arrested, to the number of twenty, form the 
•tdyject of this voltime, and were part of a larger list. They 
ware taken into custody by military force at their homes or 
usual [daces of business ; many of them could not obtain any 
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knowledge of the cause of their arrest, or of any one to whom 
ihey were amenable, and ihey could only hope to avail them* 
selves of the intervention of some civil authority. 

The Executive Council being formed of reeidents of the 
Cily and County of Philadelphia, had a better knowledge of 
the Society of Friends, and of their individual characters, than 
the members of Congress, assembled from the various parts of 
the country, and ought to have protected them. But instead 
of this, they caused these arrests of their fellow-citizens to be 
made with anreleniing severity, and from the first to the fourth 
day of September, 1777, the party was taken into confinement 
in the Masons' Lodge in Philadelphia. 

On the minutes of Congress of 3d September, 1777, it ap- 
pears that a letter was received by them from George Bryan, 
Vice-President of the Supreme Executive Council, dated 2d 
September, stating that arrests had been made of persons ini- 
mical to the American States, and desiring the advice of Con- 
gress particularly whether Muguata and Winchester, in Vir- 
ginia, would not be proper places at which to secure the prisoners. 

Appalled by the cruelty of such a novel proposition, the per- 
sons arrested immediately represented the injustice of such 
treatment to the Supreme Executive Council and to Coi^ress ; 
and their remonstrances were accompanied, under a very feel- 
ing consideration of their case, by an address to the President 
and Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania, signed by 
most of the other members of the Society in and near Phila- 
delphia— a copy of which is given in the Jouroal. In this me- 
morial they state " that these persons were denied the just and 
reasonable right of beijtg heard, and since ordered to be re- 
moved to a distant part of Vii^nia : a proceeding which not 
only affects the persons immediately concerned, but is ao 
alarming violation of the civil and religions rights of the com- 
munity, which we conceive no plea of necessity can justify." 

Congress must have been aware that it was becoming a case 
of very unjust suflering, for th^ passed their resolution of Oth 
September, 1777, as follows : 
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" That it be recommended to the Supreme Executive Council 
of the State of Pennsylvania, to hear what the said remon- 
strants can allege to remove the suspicions of their being dis- 
afiected or dangerous to the United States." 
■ But the Supreme ExecuUve Council on the same day refer- 
ring to the above, - 

" Resolved, Thai the President do write to Congress to let 
them know that the Council hat ruA time to attend to that busi' 
nesi in the present alarming crisis, and that they leere, agreea- 
bly to the recommendation of Congress, at the moment the 
Resolve was brought into Council, disposing of every thing for 
the departm-e cf the pritoners." 

- By reference to the preceding minutes of Congress, it ap- 
pears evident that the Supreme Executive Council bad been 
directed only to arrest and secure persons adjudged to be no- 
toriously diBaffected to the cause of America ; to take from 
them firearms, swords, bayonets, &c., and to obtain and secure 
folitieal papers. And it further appears, that even atler the 
Council had informed Congress of the arrests they had made, 
and proposed on the 3d day of September to send the parties 
to banishment into Virginia, thai Congress recommended to 
the Council on the 6th September, to " hear what the remon- 
strants can all^e in their defence." 

Had this been permitted, the persons arrested would have 
been found innocent of any notorious disaffection to the cause 
of America, or of having used any influence in regard to the 
existing contest After their houses had been searched, there 
were found no instruments of ofience or of defence even for 
personal security, much less firearms, swords, or bayonets, and 
although their desks were broken open in their absence, no 
papers of a political character could be found — because tiiey 
never had corresponded with any one relatively to the Revolvtioji, 
or to controversial pditics. 

The act of sending from their homes and families peaceable 
citizens against whom no imputation could be sustained ; whose 
positions in business were permanent ; whose attention was in- 
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dispensable to the immediate necesBities of their families ; and 
whose principles and conduct were a full security to the public 
peace, — was against the established assurances of society, and 
an act of violence and oppression. 

Thus arrested, they were conducted away without previous 
notice ; — without conference with their accusers i — held in 
custody without specific allegation; — committed without a 
trial ; — to be punished without a hearing ; — and then to be 
banished for an indefinite time, without reference to any degree 
of supposed offence. 

The recommendations of Congress respecting the military 
precautions of the war were made general, but the executive 
authorities were charged with thejutl applicatim ^ them. As 
the Supreme Executive Council had taken the responsibility of 
this. Congress considered the persons arrested to be prisoners 
of the State of Peonsylrania ; and as such subjected to the 
orders of the Supreme Executive Council, and the deetination 
it had allotted them. 

As the recommendation of Congress of the 6th September, to 
give the prisoners a hearing, was refused by the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council, the next minute made by Congress was as 
follows : 



" In Congress, 8 September, 1777. 

" Resolved, That it would be improper for Congress to enter 
into a hearing of the remonstrants or other prisoners in the 
Masons' Lodge, they being inhabitants of Pennsylvania ; and 
therefore, as the Council declines giving them a bearing for the 
reasons assigned in their letter to Congress, that it be recom- 
mended to said Council to order the immediate departure of 
such of the said prisoners as yet refuse to swear or affirm alle- 
giance to the State of Pennsylvania, to Staunton, in Virginia." 

The remonstrances made to Congress, and to the Supreme 
Executive Council, being unavailing, the parties arrested were 
ordered to depart for Virginia, on the lltfa September, 1777, 
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■wh&a as their last resource they applied under the laws of 
Pennsylvania to be brought before ihe Judicial Court by writs 
of habeas corpus. 

The departure of the prisoners was committed to the care of 
Colonel Jacob Morgan of ftucks County, and they were guarded 
by six of the Light Horse, commanded by Alexander Nesbitt 
and Samuel Caldwell, who were to obey the despatches from 
the Board of War, of which General Horatio Gates was Pre- 
ndent, directed to the Lieutenants of the counties through 
which the prisoners were to pass. 

The writs of habeas corpus on being presented to the Chief 
Justice, were marked by him, " Allowed by Thomas MKean," 
and they were served on the officers who had the prisoners in 
custody, when they had been taken on their journey as far ai 
Reading, Pennsylvania, on the 14tb day of September, but the 
^cers refused to obey them. 

It appears by the Journal of the Supreme Executive Council 
of the lOth of S^tember, that Alexander Nesbitt, one of the 
officer^ had previously obtained information about the writs, 
and made a report of them ; wh^i the Pennsylvania Legislature, 
at the instance of the Supreme Executive Council, passed a 
law on the 16lh of September, 1777, to suspend the habeas 
corpus act ; and although it was an " ex post fa61o" law as it 
related to thdr case, the Supreme Executive Council on that 
day ordered the same to be carried into effect 

The Congress must have been utterly regardless of the com- 
plaint made so lately by themselves against the arbitrary con- 
duct of the British Parliament, when they disregarded this 
appeal made to tbemftelvea for humanity and justice. The fol- 
lowing is an extract {rom one of their addresses to the people 
of Great Britain, and is dated on the 2lBt October, 1774^ 

" We bold it essential to Goglish liberty, that no man be con- 
demned unheard, or punished for supposed ofiences without 
having an oj^rtunity of making his defence."* 

• 8m HuUey, p. 95. 
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Disregarding, however, alt remonstrances, these citizens, 
i^rithout the semblance of justice or law, were sent into banish- 
ment. 

The party consisted of twenty persons, of whom seventeen 
were members of the Society of Friends. They were ordered 
first lo Staunton, then a frontier town in the western sellle- 
ments of Virginia, but afterwards (o be detained at Winchester, 
where they were kept in partial confinement nearly eight 
months, without provision being made for their support. For 
the only reference to this, was by a resolution of the Supreme 
Executive Council of Pennsylvania, dated 6th April, 1778, as 
follows : . 

" Ordered, That the tcAo/e expenses of arrestiitg and confining 
the prisoners sent to Virginia, the expenses of their journey, and 
all other incidental charges, be paid by the said prisoners."' 

During the stay of the exiles at Winchester, nearly all of 
them suffered greatly from circumstances unavoidable in their 
situation, — from anxiety, separation from their families, left un- 
protected in Philadelphia, then a besieged city liable at any 
time to be starved out or taken by assault ; while from sick- 
ness and exposure during the winter season, in accommoda- 
tions entirely unsuitable for them, two of their number departed 
this life in the month of March, 1778. 

General sympathy had become excited on account of so 
large a number of respectable citizens having been sent away 
from their homes under no specific accusation, and the case 
became one of public concernment as it respected the rights of 
society at large. 

In consequence of this, the Supreme Executive Council of 
Pennsylvania had to yield to the sense of public feeling, and re- 
view their conduct, and to remand the prisoners from the cus- 
tody of Congress in order to have them brought back to the 
position from which they had been taken. And the following 
extract from the journals of Congress will show the immediate 
cause of -the order given for their being returned to Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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" In CongreBB, Tuesday, 10 March, 17*78. 

"A letter was received from the Executive Council of Penn- 
sylvania, dated ihe 7th instant, in which it was stated — that 
the dangerous example which the longer continuance of the 
prisoners in banishment may affard on future occasions, has 
already given uneasiness to some good friends of the indepen* 
dence of these States ; and if Congress has no other reason for 
continuing them in Virginia than the Council is acquainted 
with, that such orders may be given as will put those people 
again under the dtrection and custody of the President and 
Council of this State." 

The House of Congress acceded at once to the application 
of the Supreme Executive Council respecting the prisoners, 
and passed a resolution on the 10th March, directing the Board 
of War to deliver " the prisoners of the State of Pennsylvania" 
to the order of the Supreme Executive Council, that they might 
be returned to Pennsylvania. 

Many of the members of Congress had previously had inter- 
views with Alexander White, Esquire, a gentleman of the 
highest respectability from the county of Fairfax, Virginia, to 
whose care the banished party had been committed by Colo- 
nel Joseph Holmes, the United States Commissary. Alexander 
While was aftei-wards a representative from the State of Vir- 
ginia to Congress. In those interviews the members of Con- 
gress frequently declared that "the prisoners ought to have 
been at their homes, for their banishment bad answered no 
valuable purpose whatever." 

The long stay of Uie prisoners at Winchester, it is true, was 
palliated at times by the sympathy and kindness shown them ; 
and from the eSeet produced by their exemplary conduct as 
genllemen and citizens, their manners, education, and candour 
showed them to be persons entitled to respect, notwithstanding 
the prejudices and misrepresentations which had been excited 
'against them. 

On a fair exposition taking place respecting their peculiar 
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siluatioD, they received the attention and esteem of the gentle- 
men residing at Winchester, and in the country around it; 
some of whom had previously visited them at their houses in 
Philadelphia. 

The orders sent for their retum to Pennsylvania, influenced 
by a more correct state of public feeling, contained expressions 
of personal respect even from the President and Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council which had sent them away. 

By the order from Congress of 16th March, 1778, to the 
Board of War, the exiles were to be delivered to the order of 
the President and Supreme Bxeculive Council of Pennsylvania, 
and then, by an order of this Council, they were to be brought 
to Lancaster, to be discharged there. 

In the directions of 10th April, 1778, to Francis Y. Bailey 
and Captain James Lang, who wwe appointed to esoort them, 
the orders were as follows : 

" It is reported that seyerd of those gentlemen are in a low 
Btatft of health and unfit to travel If you find this to be tha 
case, they must be left where they are, for the present. Those 
of them who are in health you are to brii^ with you, treating 
ihem on the road with that polite attention and care, which is 
due from men who act from the purest motives, to gentlemen 
whose stations in life entitle them to respect, however they 
may differ in political sentiments from those in whose power 
they are." 

The party was conducted on the way homeward to Lancas- 
ter, Pennsylvania, from which place it was requisite that a 
special permission should be given to them to return to their 
homes in Philadelphia. — all intercourse with that city being 
' interdicted, owing to its being in possession of the British 
forces, Goieral Howe having taken .possession of it soon after 
the Battle of Brandywine, and hdd it for his winter quarters 
till the campaign of the ensuing year. 

For the purpose of interceding in behalf of the Friends, four 
of the female relatives of the company had left their homes at 
Philadelphia to visit General Washington, to whom they had 
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preritHJsly addressed a memorial, at hia headquarters at Val- 
ley Forge, where he treated them with great kindness. , 

Letters were written by General Washington on the Sth and / 
6th April, to Thomas Wharton, junior, President of the Su- i 
preme Executive Council, and acting Governor of the State of i 
Fennsylvania, for the desired permission — fac simile copies of 
which letters are given in this volume. One of them stated as 
follows : 

" You will judge of the propriety of permitting them to pro- 
ceed farther thaa Lancaster; but from appearances I imagine 
tiiUT request may be safely granted. They seem much dis- { 
bussed. Humanity pleads strongly in their behalf." < 

On the exiles arriving- near General Washington's head- ' 
quarters at VaHey Forge, they addressed him a letter asking 
him for a special permission to pass the American lines into 
Philadelphia, which he promptly granted to their messenger by 1 
his Secretary, Tench Tilghman, Esquire ; and it was received 
and esteemed as a proof of hia sense of juetioe. It was dated 
on the 20th April, 1778, when the party passed the American ' 
picket guard, whence Colonel Livingston permitted them to 
go on to then- homes in Philadelphia. 

During the further four or five years' continuance of the 
war, the eiiies who were left of the company returned to their 
homes, and resided in the city of Philadelphia, then in posses- 
sion of the British forces, till evacuated on the 1 7th June, 1 778, 
when it was relinqnidwd to ibe Americans, — the two armies 
having been oltentotely oceiq>ying and surrounding it for nearly 
a year. 

During these chaogea, the Friends who had returned from 
barashment enjoyed unimpaired the confidence of their fellow* 
oitizena — no pcditical conduct being imputed to them ; and on 
the organizatioa of the General Government, th^ were en- 
gaged as before to sustain inatitatioas of paUio utility, some 
of them to hold c^oes of trust and h(»iODr, and to serve in the 
L^slature of the State. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE CONDUCT OF THE flOCIETV O^ TRIENDS 
SELATITELT TO THE AKEXICAN RKVOLDTIOM. 

The preceding narrative renders it necessary to review the 
general conduct of the Society of Friends, and particalarly so. 
in regard to the American Revolution ; because as a religious 
and deliberative people, adverse to war, they withdrew from 
taking any part in the measures of the government, on the ap- 
proach of a political Contest in which they could not unite. 

The Colonial Government of Pennsylvaaia had its origin 
with the emigration of the Friends from England ; it had heea 
formed and conducted very much according to their own 
views, and they enjoyed under it for a long period great re- 
spect, and shared in common with others, great prosperity and 
peace. 

But at several times they had been aware of the unconstito- 
lional attempts of Gieat Britain to tax the Colonies, and to 
control trade as well as to pass the Stamp Act; all of which 
had taken place in Parliament without any representation from 
the Colonies in regard lo their legality, expediency, or effect. 

On these laws reaching America they were found to be in- 
fringements of the colonial rights, and of the common rights 
of subjects of the realm, and they were highly ofiensive to the 
people. The Friends, therefore, with others, joined in making 
remonstrances against them, and they succeeded in obtaining 
their repeal by measures consistent with their principles. 

It was then thought proper by the people of Pransylvania, 
residing in and near Philadelphia, who were afiected by these 
encroachments of Great Britain upon the rights of the Colonies, 
to join the citizens in a non-importation agreement, to prevent 
goods from being imported from England until the offensive 
acts were repealed To that instrument, dated 25th October, 
1766, the signatures of more than fif^ members of the Society 
were placed, nine of which were of the Friends who were 
banished. 
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But there were several other measures taken by the Friends 
in favour of the principles of liberty to which they believed the 
American Colonies to be entitled. Among these it appears in 
Smith's History of New Jersey, " Thai no sooner were the 
Quakers settled in New Jersey, than an attempt was made by 
ihe Duke of York, who claimed the sovereignty there, to lax 
ibem; and this produced much discontent. Finally, about the 
year 1679, they made a manly intrepid remonstrance against 
the injustice of taxation without repreaentation, stating that it is 
a fundamental law of the British constitution, that the King of 
England cannot take his subjects* goods without their consent; 
and they used nearly all the arguments which nearly one hun- 
dred years afterwards were deemed unanswerable." This tax 
was abated subsequently, and thus the first successful resistance 
to the conduct of the British government was made by the 
Friends, and it was in fact the first movement in the cause of 
American independence. 

At the commencement of the Revolution, in common with 
other citizens, the Friends hoped that as the Stamp Act had 
been repealed in consequence of the remonstrances of America 
to the government of England, and some of the other measures 
revoked, the ministry would be eventually compelled to yield 
to the representations of some of her ablest politicians who in- 
terceded so warmly in favour of the rights of the Colonies, as 
the Earl of Chatham, Lord Camden, Edmund Burke, the Duke of 
Kichmond, Colonel Barr4, and others, and that the immenae 
importance of preserving the allegiance of this part of the em- 
pire by keeping its interests united to her own would be made 
clearly manifest. 

The repugnance of the Society of Friends to the hostile pro- 
gress of the Revolution arose from their principles, and from 
their feelings of humanity, independently of any anticipation of 
its progress or result. They never had, taken part in any 
national strife, and it would have been inconsiBtant for thern to 
have entered with zeal as partisans where all other active 
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measures were incompatible with their religious principles. 
Having no ambitious or political expectancies, they only viewed 
the contest with anxiety, under a sincere hope that the hostile 
parties would seek the reconciliation which their mutual in- 
terests dictated. 

This reluctance to war formed a peculiar characteristic of 
the Friends ; but it was also justly applicable to many con- 
siderate Americans in power, and even in the army ; and the 
following are among many other evidencts to show that inde- 
pendently of the pacific principle, the confidence of the people 
and even of some of the States was more fully placed upon an 
amicable settlement of the diSerencea than upon the prosecution 
of the war. 

As the party of Friends who were returned from baoish- 
menl passed homeward through York, Pennsylvania, on the 
84th of April, 1778, they had a friendly conference with Gene- 
ral Gates, who stated to them that resolutions had passed the 
British Parliament, proposing to repeal the several acts oppres- 
sive to America, and to appoint Commissioners to treat with 
the Americans, in order to settle the unhappy contest; with 
which resolutions he said he was much pleased, and thought 
that Great Britain had agreed to all the Americans had asked 
or contended for. 

When the Representatives were appointed by the Colonies 
to form the first Congress, and met at Philadelphia, the 5lh 
September, 1774, to consult upon measures eapedient to be 
pursued, they proceeded only so far as to petition the King for 
a redress of grievances inflicted upon their colonial rights, by 
the several acts of Parliament relatively to the Tea Tax — to 
the act shutting up the port of Boston, and other similar mea- 
sures, and iheu they dissolved on SBth October. They had 
recommended the appointment <^ another Congress, which was 
chosen afterwards, and met at Philadelphia, 10th May, 177S, 
and continued its sessions. 

But these bodies, constantly relying on the adjustment of the 
difibrences, never expressed a desire to create an independent 
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government in the country notwithstanding the acts of warfare 
which had been committed by the British forces at the Battle 
of Lexington, on the 19th April, and Bunker's Hill, on the 17th 
June, 1775, and declarations of allegiance continued to be ex- 
pressed in all their resolutions. 

On the 6th July, the language of Congress was as follows : 

"Lest this declaration should disquiet the minds of our 
friends and fellow-subjects in any part of the empire, we assure 
them that we mean not to dissolve that union which has been 
so long and so happily existing between us, and which we sin- 
cerely wish to see restored," 

There had been no representation sent from the Colony of 
Georgia to the first Congress appointed by the States to meet 
at Philadelphia on the 5th September, 1774, and that Colony 
did not send one to the second Congress, which met there on 
the lOlh of May, 1775, until the 15th July. 

The Declaration of Independence was under preparation in 
Congress for a considerable time ; and though finally passed on 
the 4th of July, 1776, had been debated and deferred from the 
important consequences to result from its passage. 

It had been referred to the decision of Congress from several 
of the states, but on its being moved there, on the 7th June, 
1776, by Richard Henry Lee, and seconded by John Adams, 
it was agreed in Congress, that neilhec the name of the mover 
or seconder should be entered on the journal, and a committee 
of five members was appointed to draw up a Declaration of 
Independence, in case Congress should agree thereto. 

After the act had passed Congress, 4lh July, 1776, it became 
necessary that the new measures attending it should make their 
way into the minds of the people, many of whom, though to 
be relied upon to sustain the rights of the country, would 
naturally have felt a caution in r^ard to its immediate effect 
and relatively to the time at which the people should be pre- 
pared to receive it 

The colony of New Jersey had no constitution nor charter 
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ander its allegiance to the Biitiah goremmeat, but it was 
thought proper to make one about this thne. This was under 
discussion by the representatives at Trenton during the time 
that Congress was debating upon the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence at Philadelphia, and when the Constitution of New 
Jersey was adopted and signed there on the 2d of July, 1776, 
only two days before the Declaration of Independence, there 
was inserted in it this remarkable condition : — 

" Provided always that it is the true intent and meaning of 
this Congress, that if a reconciliation between Great Briiain 
and these Colonies should take place, and the tatter be again 
taken under the government and protection of Great Britain, 
this Charter shall be null and void, otherwise to remain, firm 
and inviolable." 

If, therefore, a diversity of views were entertained among 
several of the states and governments, under a hope of a set- 
tlement of the difBculties, a cautious line of conduct should not 
tieve been considered censurable on the part of individuals. 

The Friends especially, believing all warlike measures to be 
antic hristian, had never obeyed the injunctions of any govern- 
ment when tkey led to them. In this respect they differed from 
other members of the community, who were willing to seek 
redress for national or personal injuries, by force or retaliation. 
On the other hand they never sought to attain their object by 
flatrery, or by adutation to persons in power, as kings or rulers, 
for they prized too highly the ri^ts of the people, and the 
duties owing by the rulers to their fellow-citizens, who were 
placed under their care not for aul^ection but^ protection. 

And while they felt Themselves bound to treat kings and 
rulers with respect, they had frequently remonstrated, both in 
person and by letters, in very plain terms, to several of them, 
— to Oliver Cromwell, to King Charles II., to King James II., 
and others, upon their private and public conduct, when it was 
adverse to the liberty and interest of their country. And cer- 
lainly, under the impending difficulties between America and 
Engknd, caused by circumstances so justly to be complained 
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of, they could never have promoted such an address as was 
sent by Congress to the king immediately after the hostile acts 
with which the vrar had been commenced. Had they done 
this, they would have been amenable to a charge of flattery 
and insincerity, to which no part of their conduct had ever 
approached. 

This address of the Congress of the United States of America 
to King George the Third, dated on the 8th of July, 1775, con- 
tains as follows: 

" Attached as we are to your Majesty's person and govern- 
ment, with all the devotion which principle and affection can 
inspire, connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties that 
can unite societies, and deploring any event which tends in any 
degree to weaken them, we do solemnly assure your Majesty 
that we do not only desire that the former happiness between 
her and these Colonies may be restored, but that such a concord 
may be established between us as to perpetuate its blessings, 
end to transmit your Majesty's name to posterity adorned with 
that signal and lasting glory, which has attended the memory 
of those illustrioa'i personages whose virtues and abilities have 
extricated states from dangerous convulsions, and by securing 
happiness to others, have erected the most noble and durable 
monuments to their own fame." 

This flattering address to the king was a descent from the 
high standiug theretofore assumed by the Congress of (he 
nation. It was an attempt at policy, in appealing to the con- 
sideration of the king in whom they had no confidence, because 
they knew that ever since the treaty with France in 1763, 
when England obtained possession of the Canadas, and of 
America generally, the government had begun the oppressive 
measures of Colonial taxation, which were always attributed to 
the king and his ministry. 

It was sent at the time the Colonists were suffering under a 
violation of their most important rights by an army occupying 
their country to compel their surrender, and also after the war 
commenced, in the spring and summer of that year, at the 
battles of Lexington and Bunker's Hill ; which with other 
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aggressions they soon hftet embodied in the Declaration of 
Independence, in which they declared him, " a prince whose 
character is thus marked with every act which may dehne a 
tyrant, is unfit to be a ruler of a free people." 

The Society of Friends, on the contrary, had perserered in 
a course to obtain the important objects of their civil and re- 
ligious rights, by measures devoid both of flattery or offence ; 
they had never made to the officers of government in England 
or America such expressions of " devotion or attachment," nor 
did they go beyond those professions of just and independent 
respect due to persons placed in power for the preservation of 
society, 

Their addresses were made plainly to " The King" as holding 
that position in the government of their country; they were 
firee from any of the appellatives of dignity, or any of the com- 
plimentary forms of servility, and on the occasions when they 
sought redress from the Parliament in regard to the religious 
rights due to them as subjects, or for their civil or colonial 
rights, it was by an intrepid and manly maintenance of their 
privileges, until that body became convinced of the justice of 
their demand. 

On the 4th day of October, 1777, while the Friends re- 
mained in banishment in Virginia, a committee of six, which 
bad been appointed by the Yearly Meeting of Friends of Penn- 
sylvania, visited the generals of both the contending armies, in 
order to explain to them the independent and impartial course 
their peaceable principles had required them to pursue; 

These visits were made to General Howe and to General 
Washington, who received them very courteously at their re- 
spective headquarters. In these interviews they gave such 
explanations of the principles, and of the conduct of the Society, 
as were satisfactory, and removed from the minds of General 
Washington and his officers, who were assembled at camp, all 
impression of their having been concerned in the Spanktown 
memorial, or in any political interference which had been im- 
puted to them, and published by order of Congress ,- and they 
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refated other misrepresentations which had found their way 
into the public prints, and had caused prejudices against them, 
on which the measures of Congress and of the Supreme Ezecu- 
tive Council had been founded. 

On the conference being ended, a full confidence in the im- 
partiality of the conduct of the Friends was expressed by each 
of the generals, and the committee was permitted to pass their 
respective military lines to return into the city of Philadelphia, 
then in possession of the British forces. 

It is true that the Society had issued its advice to its mem- 
bers, to be faithful to their peaceable principles, and to keep 
out of all warlike measures ; and this advice, consistent with 
the uniform conduct of the Society, was intended to repress 
any desire any of their members had to engage in the contest 
on either side. It had been urged impartially, and could have 
afforded no just ground of complaint against the Society from 
one of the contending pailies more than from the other. 

It is quite probable that the Society of Friends, under the 
kind course of treatment they were entitled to receive, and 
such as was extended to other respectable members of the 
community by the persons in power, would have manifested 
the same impressions as other citizens, regarding the indepen- 
dence of the country, and its responsihiiities to itself, and not to 
a foreign land. But there had been a strong party prejudice 
created against them, arising from an idea of their being people 
of iniluence — from their former position in the government, as 
well as from the reserved and cautious conduct incident to 
their principles. 

For in the tumult of the times the ardour of the revolution- 
ary enthusiasm was opposed to deliberate reflection, and an 
idea prevailed that " he that is not for us is agaiiKt ns," in- 
stead of the more kind one, that " he that is not against us is 
for us ;" and reason and reflection being too slow for popular 
feeling, the conservative views of the Society were neither 
consulted nor appreciated. 

The liberal and independent principles of the Friends, with 
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their influence and judgment, would have answered many valu- 
able purposes to the country, because they were much re- 
spected, and no persons had ever been more firm and consis- 
tent in sustaining the rights of the people. 

In addition to the cases already stated, this appears in the 
published volumes of the votes and proceedings of the Colonial 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, where the votes of the Friends who 
were members of that body are always to be found on the 
popular or libera) side. In the year 1742, when the election 
of members of Assembly was contested, the chief opposition 
was made by the members of the Society of Friends to the 
patronage, both of the Crown and the Proprietary.* 

It was by the vigilance of this Society in Pennsylvania, and 
its interest with Friends in England, that Bdmund Burke was 
relumed to Parliament from the city of Bristol. As an advo- 
cate of the American cause, his celebrated speeches denounced 
the ministerial measures pursued in Massachusetts, which had 
caused the convention of the first Congress, and brought on 
the Revolutionary War. 

The correspondence of the Friends in England with their 
friends in America shows the deep interest they took in pre- 
venting the hostile measures of the ministry, and towards pro- 
ducing a reconciliation. Dr. John Fotbergill and David Bar- 
clay were among those who were particularly active, being 
entitled to make this interference as men of weight of character 
and great popularity. They assisted Dr. Franklin in England, 
and gave their opinion to the ministry firmly in favour of the 
rights of the Colonies, and of their claims made for redress. 

It is true that the affinities of commercial and friendly 
intercourse which existed so largely between England and 
America, created relations which had been for a long time 
conducted to mutual advantage, and " which when long 
established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes;" but as it has been stated, when the non-importation 
agreement of 25th October, 1765, appeared necessary to pro- 

* See thg rote* of Feoiujlnnw Attevotiij, appciided to tot. iii. 
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duce a just and proper eSect upon the government of England, 
it was united in by the Friends as generally as by others. 

The justice and moderation with which the Colonial govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania had been conducted, showed the Friends 
to be philosophers in politics as well as in religion, and pro- 
duced its good efiect upon the principles and habits of the 
colonists. This, together with their just and amicable care of 
the Indian natives, became well known in Europe, and raised 
very highly the character of the province. 

The connexion America had formed with France in order 
to aid the country through the war of the Revolution, caused 
many military officers, statesmen, and gentlemen of high 
standing from the continent of Europe, to be some time in this 
country. They became domesticated here ; they had an ac- 
quaintance with a number of the Friends, and were much 
pleased with the intercourse they enjoyed among ihem. 

It was, however, more particularly in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, that these gentlemen were made sensible of the plain 
republican habits of domestic life, with the principles of 
government, and with the charitable establishments founded by 
private benevolence, and conducted without patronage, on a 
system of such general usefulness and order, as to exceed their 
highest expectations. 

The progress of mankind in moral and social science is 
confessedly slow : it has been subject to the imperfections of 
human nature ; and the peaceful and benignant principles of 
Christianity are liable to many interruptions from the agitations 
and conflicts of society. 

Whether or not the practice of the principles advocated by 
the Society of Friends may continue to be maintained by them- 
selves or by others, or are only to be handed down as the hiMory 
of a past apostolic era, which had shed the promise of a better 
dispensation to the New World, — a future time will determine. 
The evidence and experience of these are now before us, in 
our recollections and traditions ; the recorded volumes and tes- 
timonies of this age are extant, and though they may be left to 



db Google 



obscurity, contaia a code of self-evident truths, the expQptioo 
of which has gone imperceptibly into society ; — these truths 
have formed the basis of our social system — of our daily inter- 
course, and justify the integrity and simplicity of its character. 
We see these principles in the institutions for which the 
State of Pennsylvania has been distinguished, for they were 
brought hare with the Colonists. The toleration of religious 
liberty joined to the glory of forming en equal government for 
civil and religious rights, without discrimination of sects or pro- 
fessions, have their birthplace in Pennsylvania. The friendly 
core of the Indian natives, — of the poor, — the diseased, — and 
the aged, — the practice of temperance as a requisite to religious 
society, — the system for the employment and reformation of 
criminals, — of societies to do away with the injustice of slavery, 
and for the discouragement of war, — originating here.have been 
extended through the land, and are now becoming imitated 
throng Europe. These are peculiarly due to the Society of 
Friends, which engrafted them into its discipline for the 
government of its members, for their intercourse with others, 
and which has persevered to bring them into adoption for the 
benefit of the community. 
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Minutes of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1777, 3d of 10th 
month. Afternoon. 

James Thornton, on behalf of the Committee on Epistles, 
&C., reports — 

That a weigkty consideration hath been before ihem, re- 
specting some Friends going, by appointment of this meeting, 
on a visit to William Howe, (reneral of the British Army, and 
to George Washington, General of the American Army, and 
to take with them the testimony yesterday approved by this 
meeting ; in which visits or opportunities they are to endeavour 
to lay before said generals, or any of their officers, or otho* 
people, the reason of publishing that teslimony ; and also, fur- 
ther to remonstrate on the behalf of our banished Friends, or 
proceed in other respects on behalf of truth and our religious 
society, as best wisdom may dictate and make way for them. 

The subject being now weightily attended to, and the senti- 
ments of many Friends expressed in approbation of such a con- 
cern and visit, the meeting nominates and approves for this 
purpose, William Brown, James Thornton, Nicholas Wain, 
Warner Mifflin, Joshua Morris, and Samuel Emlen, who are 
to make report to ihe Meeting for Sufferings, when they have 
performed the service. 

A Testimony given forth from our Yearly Meeting, held at 
Philadelphia, for Peimsylvania and New Jersey, by adjourn- 
ments, from the 30th day of the 6th month to the 4th of the 
lOlh month, inclusive, 1777. 

A number of our friends having been imprisoned and ban- 
ished, unheard, from their families, under a charge and insinu- 
ation that ** they have in tfieir g«nerel conduct and conversation 
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evideaced a disposition inimical lo the cause of America ;" 
and from some publications, intimatiog " that there is strong 
reason to apprehend that these persons maintain a correspoD- 
deuce highly prejudicial to the public safety," there may be 
induced a belief that we have in our conduct departed from 
the peaceable principles which we profess ; and apprehending 
that the minds of some may thereby be misled, for the clearing 
up of truth, we think it necessary publicly to declare, that we 
are led out of alt wars and fightings by the principle of grace 
and truth in our owd minds, by which we are restrained, either 
as private members of society, or in any of our meetings, from 
holding a correspondence with either army; hut are concerned 
to spread the testimony of truth and the peaceable doctrines of 
Christ, to seek the good of all, to keep a conscience void of 
offence towards God and man, to promote the kingdom of tbe 
Messiah, which we pray may come, and be experieuced in in- 
dividuals, in kingdoms, and nations, that they may " beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks, 
and nation not lift up sword against nation, neither Isarn war 
any more." (Isaiah, ii. 4.) And we deny, in general terms, all 
charges and insinuations which in any degree clash with this 
our profession. 

As to a nameless paper lately piAlished, said to be daied at 
Spanktown Yearly Meeting, and found among the baggage on 
Staten Island, every person who is acquainted with our style, 
may he convinced it was never written by any of our meet- 
ings, or by any of our friends. Besides, there is no meeting 
throughout our whole Society of that name, nor was that letter, 
or any one like it, ever written in any of our meetings since 
we were a people. We therefore solemnly deny the said letter, 
and wish that those who have assumed a fictitious t^aracter 
to write under, whether with a view to injure' us or cover 
themselves, might find it their place to clear ua of this charge, 
by stating the truth. 

As from tbe knowledge we have of our banished friends, 
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and the best information ne have been able (o obtain, we are 
convinced they have done nothing to forfeit their just right to 
liberty, we fervently desire, that all those who have any hand 
in sending them into banishment, might weightily consider the 
tendency of their own condoct, and how contrary it is to the 
doctrines and example of our Lord and Lawgiver, Christ 
Jesus ; and do ihem that justice which their case requires, by 
restoring them to tbeir afflicted families and friends ; and this, 
we are well assured, will conduce more to their peace, than 
keeping them in exile. 

We give forth this admonition, in the fear of God, not only 
with a view to the relief of our friends, but also to the real in- 
terest of those concerned in their banishment. 

Having been fevoured to meet to transact the afiaira of our 
religious society, which relate to the promotion of the cause of 
truth and righteousness, we have felt a renewed concern for 
the good and happiness of mankind in general, and in the love 
of the Gospel, have issued forth this testimony, for the clearing 
ourselves and our friends, and the warning of those who, from 
gronndless suspicions and mistaken notions concerning us, may 
be persuaded to seek our hurt, to the wounding of their own 
souls and the loss of the community. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting. 
Isaac Jackson, 

Clerk. 

From the Minutes of the Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in 
Philadelphia, in lOth month, 1778. 



We, the committee appointed by our last Yearly Meeting, 
to visit the generals ^ the two contending armies, on tbe 
second day of the week following our said meeting, proceeded 
to General Howe's headquarters, near Germantown, and had 
a seasonable opportunity of a conference with him, and deli- 
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vered him one of the teitiDQoniea issued by the Yearly Meet* 
ing, and then proceeded on our way to General WashtDgton's 
camp, at which we arrived next day, without meeting with 
any interruption ; and being conducted to headquarters, where 
the principal officers were assembled in council, after waiting 
some time, we were admitted and had a very full opportunity 
of clearing the Society from some aspersions which bad been 
invidiously raised against them, and distributed a number of 
the testimonies amongst the officers, who received and read 
them, and made no objections. 

We were much favoured and mercifully helped with the 
seasoning virtue of truth, and the presence of the Master was 
very sensibly felt, who made way for us beyond espectation, 
it being a critical and dangerous season. We may further add, 
that we were kindly entertained by General Washington and 
his officers ; but, lest on our return we should be examined as 
to intelligence, we were desired to go to Potlsgrove for a few 
days, within which time such alterations might take place as 
to render our return less exceptionable to them; where we 
were accordingly sent, under the guard or care of a single 
officer, and hospitably entertained by Thomas Rutter, a very 
kind man, and others of our friends. 

In this town we had some good service for the truth. 

Two of the committee were discharged on sixth day after- 
noon, and the other four on seventh day, having been detained 
between three and four days. Two of the Friends, upon com- 
ing within the English lines, then near Yanderin's Mill, were 
stopped and questioned respecting intelligence about the Ame- 
ricans, which they declining to give, they were sent, under a 
guard, to the Hessian colonel who commanded at that post, 
and he proposed several questions respecting the American 
army, which the Friends declining to answer, he grew very 
sngry, rough, and uncivil, using som^ harsh reflecting lan- 
guage, and ordered a guard to conduct them to the Hessian 
General, Knyphausen, who appeared more friendly. But he, 
not understanding the English language, sent them, under the 
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cornet of a li^thorseman or trooper, to General Howe's 
beadquarters al GermaotowD ; but upon the two Friends in- 
forming one of his aide-de-camps who they were, they were 
dismissed without being farther interrogated. So that no kind 
of intelligence was obtained from them, nor any departure 
from (he language of the testimony they had delivered. 

We believe the Lord's hand was in it, guarding us from im- 
proper compliances, and bringing ua through this weighty ser- 
vice, though it was a time of close humbling baptism. 

As to the charge respecting the intelligence said to have been 
given from Spanktown Yearly Meeting, we believe General 
Washington, and all the officers then present, being a pretty 
many, were fully satisfied as to Friends' clearness; and we 
hope and believe, through the Lord's blessing, the opportunity 
we had was useful many ways; there having been great open- 
ness and many observations upon various subjects, to edifica- 
tion, and tending to remove and clear up some prejudices 
which had been imbibed. 

Signed, Saitogl Ehlkn, 

William Bbown, 
Joshua Moasig, 
Jakes Thouiton, 
Warner Miitlih, 
Nicholas Walk. 



The following paper, purporting to have originated irom the 
Society of Friends, was directed by Congress to be published 
in Philadelphia. 

Extnet of a latter &oin General SatliraD to CongrsH, dated Hauorer, (near 
Newark, New leiaey,) 25 Aneoat, 1777. 

" Among baggage taken on Staten Island, the 33d instant, I 
find a number of imporlant papers. A copy of three I enclose 
for the peruml of Congress. The one of the Yearly Meeting of 
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of Congress. 

"Xo. ]. WhereiaWaahington?whatDumberofmeDOrcannonT 
3. Where is Sterling 1 what number of men or cannon T 

3. Where is Sullivan T &o. 

4. Where is Dayton and Ogdeni what number t 

5. Whether there be any troops pasnng or repassing T 

6. Intelligence from Albany. 

7. lotelligeDce from Philadelphia. 

8. Be very particular about time and place." 

" lD(bniiBtioii frun Jencj, 19 Aagmt, 1777. 

*' It is said General Hone landed near the head of Chesa- 
peake Bay, but cannot learn the particular spot or when. 

"Washington lays in Pennsylvania, about 12 miles from 
Coryell's Ferry. 

" Sullivan lays about six miles north of Morristown, with 
about two thousand men. 

" Spamktowh Ykaxlj MBmno." 



** InUnipnee ftmn ienej, Swidtj, Joljr 26, 1TT7. 

" I saw on their full march, about seven miles from Morris- 
town, on the road to Delaware, General Washington, General 
Muhlenbu:^, General Weeden, with four thousand men, and 
General Knox with his train of artillery, consisting of fourteen 
field pieces, and one howitz, seventy-nine ammunition wagons, 
and one hundred and thirty baggage wagons ; and then pro- 
ceeding on their road from Kackettstowu to Easton, there saw 
on their full march to Delaware, General Stevens and General 
Scott, with four thousand men, and light field pieces, and on 
the road met twenty-nine flat-bottomed boats, and proceeded 
down to Quibbletown, where I saw General Sullivan and 
General Conway, with three thousand men and no field pieces. 

"I am informed that General Sullivan has crossed the North 
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River, and is bringing up the rear. As to the truth of that T 
hope I shall be able to inform you in two or three days." 
Received August 31, 17T7. 

Published by order of Congress. 

Cearles Thomson, 

Secretary. 

The above publication may be found at the Philadelphia 
Library in Folio 384, Dunlap's Pennsylvania Packet, No. 304, 
Philadelphia, Tuesday, 9 September, 1 1T7 ; and in the Supple- 
ment; and also in the Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 2533, Phila- 
delphia, Wednesday, 10 September, 1777. 
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JOUKNAL 
TRANSACTIONS OF THE EXILES, 

emZENS OF FHIU9£I.FHIA, 

SENT TO WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA, 

Fmni Sd Scpnnber, 1177, w SMb Aprils IT78. 



EXILE OF FRIENDS FROM PHILADELPHIA TO VlttcrNIA. 
Fhiladelphia, 9th month, [SepteiDber,) 1777. 

A SEPOKT had for some weeks prevailed that lists of a grtat 
number of persons were made out, with an intent shortly to 
apprehend and conSne ihem ; but for what cause was a pro- 
found secret Several who had the confidence of some of the 
leading men had seen the Rsts, and fVom ffhftt ihey could dis^ 
cover in conversation, it was understood that four or five hun- 
dred of the respectable i&habitants were to be secured and sent 
out of the city. 

A number of persons professing great attachment to the' 
cause of liberty, undertook the arduous office of e]tectiting th* 
arbitrary mandates of the President and CounciJ', and called Bi 
our houses, demanding of most of Us to dgil a paper, conc^ve<t 
in the following terms. 

" I, do prortiise not to depart frdiil 

my dwelling-house, and to be ready to appear oil demand 6f 
tbe President and Council of the State of Penmyivania, and do 
engage to refrain from doing any thing injuriotis to tbe United 
States of North America, by speaking, writing, or otherwise, 
and from giving intelligence to tiie Commander of the British 
forces, or any person whatever concerning public affairs." 

Several of us, on seeing the paper to be subscribed, replied 
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that except going out of our houses as our various occasions 
of business had required, we had not infringed at any time 
upon the requisition demanded ; but we could not agree to give 
up that privilege ; on which we were told we must go before the 
President and Council 

Some of us were taken to the Masons' Lodge under a 
promise of being heard by the Council, who was said to be 
sitting there ; but this was found to be a deception, as they 
were immediately put under a strong guard and a hearing 
denied them. Some were brought there without the offer of 
becoming prisoners in their own houses, but the greater part 
were treated in the following manner, with some inconsiderable 
variations. 

Upon reading the paper, we demanded to know upon what 
■authority they acied — and were answered, By virtue of a reso- 
luticm of Congress, and by orders of Council. We demanded to 
.'see .their written orders, which was in general absolutely refused. 
To some lew, who were more pressing, part of a warrant was 
read.; but not one of us was suffered to read or copy the origi- 
nal We remonstrated against so arbitrary a proceeding, and 
endeavoured to convince them that signing such a paper would 
be an acknowledgment of guilt, and would subject us to be re- 
moved at an hour's warning without knowing the charge 
against us ; and after laying before them the iniquity of the 
measure, we refused to become voluntary prisoners for sup- 
posed offences, because we knew ourselves innocent of any. 

Some of the persons asseried they had undertaken the 
business against their inclination, to prevent it being executed 
by military offices, who would have used more rigour ; but 
this appeared to be only to excuse themselves to us. They re- 
fused us a seasonable time to prepare for confinement, and in 
some instanoes brought a military force to intimidate us ; they 
entered the houses of John Hunt, John Pemberton, Henry 
Drinker, Edward Pennington, and William Smith, (broker,) 
broke their desks, searched them, and carried off private papers, 
and some printed books, under colour of orders for that pur- 
pose, which they would not show. The order of time we 
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were apprehended and confined in the Lodge, by persons 
appointed, is as follows : 

1777, 9th month, 2d.— William Druil Smith, Thomas Af- 
fleck, Thomas Gilpin, William Lenox, Alexander Stedman, 
Charles Stedman, Samuel Rowland Fisher, William Inlay, 
James Femberton, Miers Fisher, Thomas Fisher, Thomas 
Wharton, Edward Pennington, John Pemberton, Owen Jones, 
Jr., Charles Eddy, Joseph Fox, Thomas Combe, Jr., William 
Smith, (broker.) 

1777, 9th month, 3d. — Henry Drinker, Charles Jervis, John 
Galloway, William Hollingshead, E. Ayres, Fhineas Bond, 
Thomas Pike. 

1777, 9th month, 4th. — John Hunt, Israel Pemberton, Samuel 
Pleasants. 

The above three were first called on, then taken by a par- 
ticular order of Council, and committed. — ^N. B. Two of the 
ofhcers were active in breaking the desk of John Hunt, and 
searching his papers. 

9th month, 6th, — Elijah Brown. 

9th month, 2d, continned. — The gnards set over us refused 
for some time to suffer any persons to come to us, telling us 
their orders were to admit no persons whatever j towards 
evening, however, they relaxed from this strictness, and ad- 
mitled most of our friends who applied. About ten o'clock, 
being supplied with bedding, we lay down and slept in general 
very well. 

9Ui ntonth, 3d. — After breakfast we were called upon by a 
number of our friends, several of whom were refused admit- 
tance. Some of us conversing through the windows, were 
ordered by the guards to desist, and one of them presented his 
gun, cocked, and threatened to Are. This brought on a con- 
fwence with Lewis Nicola; after which our friends who 
applied, were admitted to a considerable number. Ten o'clock, 
Henry Drinker, and Charles Jervis, were added lo our society, 

Lewis Nicola, the town major, having informed us that he 
bad not the command of the guards, or any thing to do with 
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our confiDcmont, $«v» ihftt he waa ordered by the FFesMetDt 
and Council to furnish William Bradford wiUi & guqrd for the 
purpose, which he had accordiogly done, but had nolhing 
further in charge, we therefore, this tnoraiog took, the oppor- 
tunity 88 Mr. William Bradford passed the doot of out obani' 
ber, to represent to hiio the misbehaviour of some of the guard, 
who we ^>pr!eh«aded wero under his commaad, whea he 
assured, us thai he had nothing to do wUh. them,, nor would h« 
have any charge over us. We desired to ^now of him hy 
what authority we were coofieed, upon whtcb be produced a 
warrant signed by George Bryaa, Vice-President of the Couo- 
cil, setting forth a recommendation of Congress to take up 
and confine a number of persons by name, and all others who 
by their general conduct had shown themselves to be inimical 
to the United Stales. 4tc*r which he read to db. We acquainted 
him that we desired to be heard in our defence, and demanded 
a copy of the wajrrapt, which be said he would procure, for us 
upon our ottering to take a copy and return him tJte original. 
He repealed his promise, sayiog be would copy it. himself, and 
certify it to be a true copy. 

William BradfiM'd was here again about one o'clock, and 
told us that he had jUBt come from Council, to wbotn be repre- 
sented the complaints against the guards, — our desire of a copy 
of the warrant, and a bearing. They informed him thai as a 
number of persons named were not yet taken, it would be im- 
proper now to give a copy ; but we should have it as soon a^ 
that was done. That they would give Lewis Nicoln, writtoa 
orders relative to the guard ; and as the CouuciJ was in con- 
ference with some members of Congress, it waa probable we 
should have a hearing. 

Between three and four o'clock, Benjamin PaschaU, aocotn- 
panied l^y Edward Middieton, entered our chamber and ad- 
dresaiag himself to Wm. Smith, (broker,) said, " I am come aa 
a magistrate of this city to know what you are confined hen 
for." To which he was answered, " We are waitii^ to know 
that onrselves. We were sent here and detained by a military 
fofice, in opposition, a^d in #rect noiaiioo of the oiril suttka* 
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rity, and onr cause is the cause of every freeman in Pennsyl- 
vania. That Lewis Nicola, town major, and William Brad- 
ford, colonel, had both declared they had no charge to keep 
us in confinement," " Who, then, does confine you T" We an- 
swered, " We know not, nor on What account we are confined, 
but are told il is in pursuance of a recommendation of Congreia 
and a resolve of the Council, signed by Gool^a Bryan, Vice- 
President — the President himself having denied he had any 
thing to do with it." He then asked if we had had a hearing, 
to which he was answerad, ** No !" He then said if we did 
not know what we were confined fcwr it was his busineas, as a 
magistrate, to see and inquire about it. Belween four and five 
o'clock, Benjamin Paschall and Edward Middleton returned, 
and informed us they bad been to seek some of tb« great men, 
but could find none but Vice-President Bryan, who told them 
we were to be tent to Virginia, without a hearing 1 At this 
extraordinary message we were astounded, and expressed, in 
proper terms, onr sentiments Upon bo unheard of a Stretch of 
arbitrary power. Benjamin Paachall and bis companion seemed 
■hocked at the idea, and after a ditcoune of some \ength, they 
concluded it was a case of so alarming a nature, that the 
citizens should interest themselves in it. He said he would 
confer with his brethren of the Bench, and do every thing in 
his power to avert a blow so fatal to tb« liberties of Pennsyl- 
vania. Edward Middleton said to one of the company upon 
leaving the room, ** You shall not go yet;" and so they left us. 
At eight o^clock, Phineas Bond was brought by Lewis 
Nicola into the room as a prisoner. He informed us he had 
been induced to accept of the parole, when offered to him, but 
for reasons which he gave us, he had surrendered il, and volun- 
tarily accepted of a place of confinement with us. Thomas 
Pike, who had also given his parole and surrendered to us, was 
also added lo our number. 

Phihdeli^t, 4lh of 9th month, 1777. 
This morning, taking our situation into consideration, we 
thought it expedient to urge William Bradford to furnish us 



:dbv Google 



70 EXILES FKOK PENNSTLVANIA 

with a copy of the warrant against us ; and the following letter 
was read, approved, and signed, and Samuel Coates and 
Thomas Eddy undertook to deliver it. 

HaMiu' Lodge, 4th of 9th immlfa, 1TT7. 
Fbiekd William Bkadfoed, — 

When men are deprived of their liberty, it is iheir indisputa- 
ble right to demand of the persona who confine them, a copy 
of the warrant under which they act This demand was made 
of the persons by whom we were arrested, by divers of us who 
were absolutely refused it. The extraordinary mode of con- 
ducting this business, prevented our knowing to whom we were 
to apply to procure a copy, till yesterday thou produced a copy 
of what we apprehended was the original. We then demanded 
a transcript, which thou promised to furnish us with, properly 
certified. At the second interview, thou made an objection : 
that, as a number of persona named in it had not been taken, 
it would be improper to expose their names, but as soon as that 
should take place thou would give us a copy. 

As we are conscious of innocence, and it will be difficult to 
attempt any thing for our relief without, we now repeat our de- 
mand, and in order to obviate thy objection, we consent that 
the names of those who have not been arrested be omitted io 
the copy to be furnished us. 

To this demand we apprehend no reasonable objection can 
be made, and therefore expect a speedy compliance, and are 
ihy friends, 

John Pemberton. Thomas Combe. 

James Pemberton. Charles Eddy. 

William Smith, (broker.) Owen Jones, jun. 

Charles Jervis. Henry Drinker. 

Miers Fisher. Thomas Fisher. 

Thomas Affleck. Thomas Wharton. 

Thomas Pike. Samuel R. Fisher. 

Edward Pennington. William D. Smith. 

Thomas Gilpin. 
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Samuel Coales' and Charles Eddy soon returned and in- 
formed us they had delivered our letter to William Bradford, 
who said he would go immediately to the Council, and call 
upon us with an answer. James Pemberton, Edward Pen- 
nington, Thomas Wharton, Henry Drinker, Thomas Combe, 
and Miera Fisher, were desired to consider of such further 
measures as would be most likely to procure reUef for ua, and 
to prepare ao essay of a remonstrance, if they should think it a 
proper mode of application to any of the present powers. At 
11 o'clock, William Bradford called and informed us that a 
copy of the warrant was preparing and should be deUvered as 
soon as it was finished, which being done soon after, is as fol- 
lows: 

IN COUNCIL. 

Philuielpbu, Augwt 31, ITTT. 

Whereas, the Congress of the United Slates of North Ame- 
rica, hare by their resolve of the 3Sth instant, August, recom- 
mended to the executive powers of the several States, to ap- 
prehend and secure all persons, who have in their general 
conduct and conversation evinced a disposition inimical to the 
cause of America, particularly, Joshua Fisher, Abel James, 
James Pemberton, Henry Drinker, Israel Pemberton, John 
Pemberton, John James, Samuel Pleasants, Thomas Whart<TO, 
sen., Thomas Fisher, and Samuel Fisher, (sons of Joshua,) 
together with all papera in their possession which may be of a 
political nature, and that the persons so seized be confined to 
such places, and treated in such manner as may be consistent 
with their respective characters, and the securities of their per- 
sons, and that the records and papers of the Meeting of Sii£fer- 
ings of ihe Society of the people called Quakers, in the several 
States, be forthwith secured, and such parts of them as may be 
of a political nature, be forthwith transmitted to Congress. 
And whereas, it is necessary for the public safety at this time, 
when a British army has landed in Maryland, with a professed 
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diftigB of emlBving this fne oomtiy, and ii o 
tow9f4 ^>fl city, as a principal object of iujetiUty, thai such 
^nger^; IwFSons be accondingly secured, ib«reforet i»- 
•plred, that a suitat^le nHmbsr of friends to th« public caius, 
^ aulhoruwl ^b^witb lo aeue and Bacare the pei»>iia of the 

mi 



•Joshua Pisbw, 
t^'liopi^^ Wh(^^toD, sen., 
•Hwjry -OriBlfsr, 
John ]aam9, 
•JUiers Fisher, 
•Adam Kuhn, M. D., 
•George Roberts, 
•Rev. Thomas Combe, 
•Charles Jervis, 
•Samuel IleaaaDts, 
•James Pemberton, 
•John PemberioD, 
•Iprast Pamberton, 
MSamiiel Emlen, jun., 
•Hugh Roberlg, 
•William Smith, D. D., 
•John Huot, 
•Samuel Murdock, 
•Abe) James, 
Elijah Brown, 
•Fhineas Bond, 



•Thomas Fisbor, sob of Joshua, 
•Sannuel Fishor, eoo of Jot^* 
^JoB«ph Foi, 
•Samuel SboemAliier, 
William Druii Smith. 
Alexander Stedman, 
Charles Stedmau, jua., 
•Owen Jones, jun^ 
William Lennox, 
•Caleb Emlea, 
•Charles Bddy, 
•Thontas Pike, 
•Thomas Asfaton, merchant, 
'Samuel Jackson, 
William Smith, broker, 
William Inlay, 
•Jeremiah Warden, 
•Thomas Gilpin, 
•Edward Peonington, 
•Thomas Affl^ok. 



Resolved, That tho following instmotioos be also given : 
Early attention should bs paid to John Hunt, who Uvea on 
the Germantown Road, about five miles from the city, and to 
Jobi) Ponbeiion, Samgd Emlen, and other leaders in the 
Seoi^ of Quakers, cooceming books and papers ; as to the 
ntt, yom VK^ prudence will direct. 
CoBgPfss recommends it, and we wish to treat men of nfu- 
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tation wiA as mach temleniess as the seciurKy of their persons 
and papers will admit. We desire, therefore, Ibat if ihe per- 
sons wboae names in the list are marked with a cross ^iis x 
offer to you by promise in writing to remain in their dwellings 
ready to appear on demand of Council, and meanwhile to re- 
frain from doing Aoy tbtag inioaicat to the United Stales of 
North America, by speaking, writing, or otherwise, and from 
giving intfllEgeoee to the Commander-in-chief of the British 
forces, or any other person whatever concerning public affairs, 
you dismiss them from farther eonfinemeot of their persons. 
But if such eagagement, or a promise equivalent thereto, can- 
not be obtained, we desire that in such case you confine Ihe 
r^users, tc^ther with the others to whose names the said mark 
M not alBzed, in some convenient place, under a guard, with 
which Ihe town major. Colonel Nicola, will supply you. The 
Freemasons' Lodge may perhapa be procured. ' It wonM 
serve as well as any other place for the purpose. You may 
perceive that Council would not without necessity commit 
many of the persons to the common jail or even to the state 
prison. 

Resolved, That the following be appointed and authorized to 
carry into execution the resolve of yesterday respecting the 
arresting such persons as arc deemed inimical to the cause of 
American liberty, viz. : 

William Bmdfbrd, Lazarus Pine, 

Williatn Carson, James Claypole, 

Sfaarpe Delany, Captain Burney, 

William Heysham, William Graham, 

John Downey, James Kerr, 

John Purrianee, William Hardy, 

John Galloway, WiHiam Sharpe, 

Joseph Blower, Charles Wilson Peale, 

John Lisle, Captain M'CuUock, 

Paul Coxe, Nathaniel Donnell, 

James Loegbesd, ' Robert Smith, 
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Adam Kimtnel, Thomas Bradford, 

Jacob CaDQOD, 
together with such persons as they shall call to their assistance. 
GioBos Bryan, Vice-President 

The power of search must oecessuily extend to the opening 
of locks. 

Gboboe Brtan, Vice-President. 

A true copy. 

WlLLUK BaADfO^D. 

13 o'clock. John Hunt, Israel Pemberton, and Samuel Flea- 
8BD(8, were brought to our apartment as fellow-prisoners. 
They informed us they had been arrested by virtue of tbe 
general warrant, but having refused to consider themselres 
prisoners, until a copy was granted them, they were suffered to 
continue at large until 11 o'clock tonlay; that in the mean 
thne they had prepared a remonstrance to the Council against 
their arbitrary proceedings, with which they, together with 
their counsel, attended at the State House, and aRer repeated 
messages passing between ihem and the Council, through 
Timothy Matlack, their Secretary, Ihey were Soally refused a 
hearing, either by themselves or their counsel, upon which 
they were arrested and conducted to us by Lewis Nicola. The 
copy of the Warrant with the Remonstrance is aa follows, viz. 

TO THE PRESIDENT AND COONOIL OF PBNNBTI.VANIA. 

The remonstrance of Israel Pemberton. John Hunt, and 
Samuel Pleasants, sheweth : 

That Lewis Nicola is about to deprive us c^ our liberty, by 
an order from you, of which the following is a copy. 

" In Council, September 3d, 1777. 
" Ordered, that Colonel Nicola, town major, do take a pro- 
per guard and seize Israel Pemberton, John Hunt, and Samuel 
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Pleasants, aad conduct them to the Freemasons* Lodge, and 
there confine them under guard till further orders." 

We are advised, and from our own knowledge of our rights 
and privileges as freemen are assured, that your issuing this 
order is arbitrary, unjust, and illegal, and therefore we believe 
it is our duty, in clear and express terms, to remonstrate 
against it. 

The order appears to be arbitrary, as you have assumed an 
authority not founded on law or reason, to deprive us, who are 
peaceable men, and have never borne arms, of our liberty, by 
a military force, when you might have directed a legal course 
of proceeding. Unjust, aa we have not attempted, nor are 
charged with any act inconsistent with the character we have 
steadily maintained as good citizens, solicitous to promote the 
real interest of our country. And that it is illegal, is evident from 
the perusal and consideration of the constitution of the govern- 
ment from which you derive all your authority and power. 

We therefore claim our undoubted right as freemen, having 
a just sense of the inestimable value of religious and civil 
liberty, to be heard, before we are confined in the manner di- 
rected by said order; and we have the more ui^ent cause for 
insisting on this our right, as several of our fellow-citizens have 
been some days, ahd now are confined by your order, and no 
opportunity is offered them to be heard ; and we have been 
informed that it is your purpose to send them and us into a dis- 
tant part of the country, even beyond the limit of the jurisdic- 
tion you claim, and where the recourse we are justly entitled 
to, of being heard or clearing ourselves from any charge or 
suspicions you may entertain against us wHl be impracticabh. 

We fervently desire you may be so wise as to attend to the 
dictates of truth atld justice in your minds, end observe the 
precepts of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you pi<ofess to believe 
in. " All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you do you even so to them," (see Matthew vti. IS,) and then 
we have no doubt you will com|4y with this just claim we 
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make, which will be duly acknowledged by your real friends 

and well-wisbo^ 

lesASL Pehbebtom, 
John Hdnt> 
Samim. Pleamnts. 
FhikiUphH, 4Ui of 9th mntfa, 177T. 

The committee for that purpose appointed, reported an essay 
of a remonstrance to Council, which being read, and conei- 
itered, was agreed U>, and a fair copy, signed by twenty of us, 
was delivered to James Craig, John Reynell, and Owen Jones, 
who undertook to present it They returned some time after, 
and informed us they had met with the President (the Council 
being In-oke up), and delivered it to him ; that he read it, ap- 
peared to be somewhat aflected with our situation, but blamed 
us for not accepting the terms of the parole and then remon- 
strating ; he promised, however, to lay it before the Council, 
and gave them expectation be would send as an answer by ten 
o'clock to-morrow. 

Having received information from Isaac Melchoir, that he 
was ordered to procure wagons for our removal to Virginia, 
on seventh day next, we thought it prudent to acquaint our 
fellow-citizens with the hardships we were likely to suffer, and 
to publish in a handbill some copies of The remonstrance of our 
friends, John Hunt, Israel Pemberton, and Samuel Pleasants, 
which Robert Bell undertook to print. 

Eight o'clock. Wm. Bradford laid before us a letter he 
received from Timothy Matlack, Secretary to the Council, in- 
forming UB of oiir intended removal to Virginia, and the time 
proposed. This daring insult on our liberties, after refusing lo 
bear us, we thought should not be concealed from the people. 
We therefore desired Robert Bell to add to it a short preface 
to the handlHll containing the remonstrance above mentioned. 

Considering the unprecedented strides Council was making 
ia the total abolition of every species of liberty, and that if 
they were not checked in this outrageous attempt, they might 
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proceftd to iha gireat«at «itreiBitie« ia the wodUki em-ciso of 
tbeir power, even to the: evacuation ami destruction of the city, 
and as no time was to be lost, we concluded to funii^ R^iben 
Bell with a copy of our remonstraDces of this day, which he 
promised to print, so a» to di^>erse a number of them throt^ 
the town by to-morrow noon. 

Bui, afler the remonstrance was written, and previously to 
its being published, WilliBm Bradford came, and read us a let- 
ter to him, of which the flawing is a copy. 

Sra, 

Council have rasolvod to send the prisoners mxw CDn6acd in 
the Freemasons' Lod^ (o Staunton, in the coosly oi Au- 
gusta, in the state of Virgima, there to be secured and. treated 
in such manner as shall be consistent with Iheir re^Mctive 
characters, and the security of their persons ; which you are 
requested to communicate to them, and inform them that car- 
riages will be provided for their accommodatioa on the journey, 
unless they chooee to provide themselves therewith. It is pro- 
posed they go off oo Saturday morning next 

I am* with great respect. 
Your humble Beivanr, 

TlMQXHX M ATLAOE, 

Few Col. Wm. Bradford. Secretary. 

r. Sept 4tli, ITTT. 



The above is a true copy of the letter I received this even- 
ing fron] Timothy Mailack. 

William Beadford. 

to the pkebidemt add couhcil of fehkbilvania. 

The remonstrance of the subscribers, freemen and in- 
habitants of the city of I^iladelphia, now confined in the Free- 
masons' Lodge, sheweth : 

That the subscribers have been by virtue of a warrant 
signed in council, by Gea Bryan, Vice-President, arrested in 
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our bouses, and on our lawful occasions, and conducted to 
this place, where we have been kept in close confinement, 
uiuier a strong military guard, two or more days, and altbough 
divers of us demanded of the messengers who arrested us, and 
insisted on hariug copies of (fae said warrant, yet we were not 
able to prooure the same until this morning, but have remained 
here unaccuied and unheard. 

We now talte the earUest opportunity of laying our griev- 
ances before your body from whom we apprehend they pro- 
ceed, and of claiming to ourselves the liberties and privileges 
to which we are entitled, by the fundamental rules of justice, 
by our birthright and inheritance, by the laws of the land, and 
by the express provision of the present constitution, under 
which your board derives its power. 

We apprehend that no man can be lawfully deprived of his 
liberty without a warrant from some persons having competent 
authority, specifying an offence against the laws of the land, 
supported by oath or affirmation of the accusers, and limiting 
the time of his imprisonment, until he is heard, or legally dis- 
charged, unless the party be found in the actual perpetration 
of a crime. Natural justice, equally with law, declares that 
the party accused should know what be is to answer to, and 
have ao opportunity of showing his innocence. These prin- 
ciples are strongly enforced in the ninth and tenth sections of 
the Declaration of Rights, which form a fundamental and in- 
violable part of the Constitution from which you derive your 
power, wherein it is declared. 

" IX. — That in all prosecutions for criminal offences, a man 
hath a right to be heard by himself and counsel, and to demand 
the cause and nature of his accusation, to be confronted with 
the witnesses, to call for evidence in his favour, and a speedy 
public trial by an impartial jury of the country, without the 
unanimous consent of which he cannot be found guilty, nor can 
he be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor can any 
man be justly deprived of his liberty except by the laws of the 
land, or the judgment of his peers. 
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" X. — That the people have a just right to hold themselves, 
their houses and possessions, free from search or seizure) and 
therefore warrants without oath or afHrmalion first made, 
affording a sufficient foundation for them, and whereby any 
officer or messenger may be commanded or required to search 
suspicious places, or to seize any person or persoos, his or 
their property, not particularly described, are contrary to that 
right, and ought not to be granted." 

How far these principles have been adhered to in the course 
of this business, we shall go on to show. 

Upon the examination of the said warrant, we find it is in 
all respects inadequate to these descriptions; t^logether un- 
precedented in this or any free conntry, both in its sub- 
stance and the latitude given to the messengers who were to 
eiecule it, and wholly subversive of the very constitution you 
profess to suf^rt. The only charge on which it is founded, 
is a recommendation of Congress to apprehend and secure all 
persons who in their g^ieral conduct and conversation have 
evidenced a disposition inimical to the cause of America, and 
particularly naming some of us ; but nut suggesting the least 
offence to have been committed by us. 

It authorizes the messengers to search all papers belonging 
to us, upon a bare possibility that something political may be 
found, but without the least ground for a suspicion of the kind. 
It requires papers relative to ihe sufferings of the people 
called Quakers to be seized, without limiting the search to any 
bouse or number of houses, under colour of which every house 
in the city might be broken open. 

To persons whom the Congress have thought proper to 
select, the warrant adds a number of the inhebitanls of the 
city, of whom some of us are a part ; without the least in- 
unualion that they are within the description given by the Con- 
gress in their recommendation. 

It directs all these matters to be executed (thongb of ihe 
highest importance to the liberties of the people), at the dis- 
cretitHi of a set of men who are under no qualification for the 
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process to the parties arrested; by ieaying some of us a 
reasonable lime to consider of answers, and prepare for con- 
finement. In the absence of others, by breaking our desks and 
other private repositories, and by ransacking and carryii^ off 
domestic papers, printed books, and other matters not within 
the terms of the warrant. It limits do time for the duration of 
our imprisonm^it, nor points at any hearing, which is an abso- 
lute requisite to make a legal warrant, but confounds in one 
warrant the power to apprehend and the authority to commit, 
without interposing a judicial officer between the parties and 
the messenger. 

Upon the whole, we conceive this warrant and the proceed- 
ings thereupon, to be far more dangerous in its tendency, and a 
more flagrant violation of every right which is dear to freemen, 
than any act that can be found in the records of the English 
Constitution. 

But, when we consider the use to which this general warrant 
has been applied, and the persons upon whom it has been 
executed, {who chaUenge the world to charge them un'lA 
offence,) it becomes of too great magnitude to be considered 
as the cause of a few. It is the cause of every inhalHtant, and 
may, if permitted to pass into a precedent, establish a system 
of arbitrary power, unknown but in the Inquisition, or the 
despotic courts of the East. 

What adds further to the alarming stretch of power is, that 
we are informed that the Vice-President of the Council has de- 
clared to one of the magistrates of the city, who called on him 
to inquire into the cause of our confinement, that we were to 
be sent to Virginia unheard. 

Scarcely could we believe such a declaration could have 
been made by a person who fills the second place in the govern- 
ment, till we were this day confirmed in the melancholy truth 
by three of the subscribers, whom you absolutely refused to 
hear in person, or by counsel. We would remind you of the 
complaints urged by numbers of yourselves against the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, for condemning the town of Boston 
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unheard, and we call upon you to roctmeile your present con- 
duct with your then professions, or your repeated declarationt 
in favour of general liberty. 

In the name therefore of the whole body of the freemen of 
Penosylvania, whose liberties are radically struck at in this 
arbitrary imprisonment of us, their unoffending fellow-citizeos, 
we demand an audience, that so our innocence may appear, 
and persecution give place to justice. But if, regardless of 
every sacred obligation by which men are bound to each other 
in society, and of that constitution by which you profess to 
govern, which you have so loudly magnified for the free spirit 
it iHealhes, you are still determined to proceed, be the appeal 
to the righteous Judge of all the earth, for the iot^rity of our 
hearts, and the unparalleled tyranny of your measures. 
James Pemberton, Henry Drinker^ 

Thomas Wharton, Fhioeas Bond, 

Thomas Combe, Thomas Gilpin, 

Edward I^Diagt<Hi, John Pemberton, 

Thomas Pike, Thomas Fisher, 

Owen Jones, jun.r Miers Fisher, 

Thrunas Affleck, Charles Eddy, 

Charles Jervis, Israel Pemberton, 

William Smith, (broker,) John Hunt, 

William Druit Smith, Samuel Pleasants, 



N. B. — The three last subscribers were first attended by 
some of those who executed the general warrant ; but after 
their remonstrance to the President and Council, were arrested' 
by Lewis Nicola, and conducted to the Lodge, by a ^ciaL 
order to him. 

The foregoing remonstrance was delivered to Thoma» 
Wharton, Jr., President, &.C., last evening, who promised to lay 
it before Council, and send an answer to one of the gentlemen, 
who delivered it to him this morning ; but no answer has yet 
been received. 

BtpUmber Sth, b«lf put tiKi s'clook, r. K '. 
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Thos the mutter restfld tiM about seven o'clock yesierdny 
evening, when instead of relnrnitig an answer to our repeated 
demand of an hearing, which we stilt adhere to as otir un- 
doobted right, the Secretary of the Council enclosed to William 
Bradford a copy of a new resolve, desiring him to acquaint 
us with it; wherein, wifhout the teast mention of supporting 
their insinuations against ns, they shift the ground on which 
they set out, and propose a test to be taken by us, in full satis- 
faction of all their suspicions. 

To this resolve we are preparing an answer, which we in- 
tend soon to lay before them ; and in rhe mean tinte, we beg 
you will avoid the being influenced by any anonymous publica- 
tions, which our adversaries, to draw our attention from the 
immediate object before us may utter against tpi, filled with 
falsehoods and misrepresentations, which it is apparent the 
authors would never have published, if they were not assured 
the printers would conceal their names. 

Our attention is now engaged in a most important struggle 
for civil and religious liberty ; we therefore hope you will not 
expect us to waste that time in refuting such anonymous per- 
formances, which is wholly requisite for bringing this grand 
point to .a proper conclusion. We cannot, however, wholly 
pass by a publication in the last Evening's Post, calculated to 
throw an odium on the just cause in which we are sufSsring. 
It is represented in that piece, that the Quakers are The (Irin- 
'cipal objects of resentment, and the cause assigned is the 
issuing " seditions publications called testimonies," one of which 
■Aey assert has been unseasonably pubKslied at two critical 
periods. 

A single ray ctf Christian charity would be sufficient to show 
!fhe uncandid construction put by that writer upon the exercise 
«rf" those religious rights secured by the Constitution to every 
reSigious -society, of warning and admonishing their members 
to avoid every thing inconsistent with the principles they hold. 
Ii i« well iknown, that at both the times hinted at, contending 
armies were endeavouring within the circle of their yearhf 
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metting, to procure all persona that should oome in their way 
to join tboiD in military preparations. 

The testimony of the Quakers is against all wars and light' 
ing, and against entering into military engagements of any 
kind ; surely thiHi» it was the right of the representatives of 
that Society, to caution their members from engaging in any 
thing coDtrary to their religious, principles. But if it be an 
ofienoe in thoBO who were active in .that publication, what have 
those of us done who aie not members of that Society, who 
are of the Church of England (which two denominations 
comprehend all .the aubscribras), and who have puUished no 
testimonies ? 

But this cannot be considered by the writer as a dangerous 
pidtlication, or uAy does he rtpubliA it in the present critical 
situation of public afiairs 1 Surely this charge is a mere pretence 
to vilify a respect^e body of the inhabitants. 

Thus we have furnished you with a calm and dispassionate 
account of our present circumstances, and we wish to have it 
considered as a vindication of our own characters, and a 
peaceable though fins assertion of the inalienable rights of 
freemen. 

Diffieulties may perhaps await us, but relying on the assist* 
ance of that Almighty Being who is the guardian of the 
innocent, we prepare to meet them, rather than endanger 
public happiness and freedom, by a voluntary surrender of 
those rights which we have never forfeited. 

Hmwm' Lodfa, Septemlwr Gdi, 1177. 

Israel Pemberton, Fhineas Bond, 

John Hunt, Miers Fisher, 

James Pemberton, Thomas Fisher, 

Thomas Wharton, Samud R. Fi^er, 

John Pemberton, Thomas Affleck, 

Thomas Coombe, Charles Jervis, 

Edward Pennington, William Smith, (broker,) 

Henry Drmker, Thomas Pike, 
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Samuel Fleasantg, William Druit Smith, 

Thomas Gilpin, Elijah Brown, 

Charles Eddy, Oweo Joma, Jr. 

P. S. — The foregoing address was prepared, and intended 
for publication in the Evening Post of the 6lh instant ; bat 
before we thought proper to deliver it to the printer, we chose 
to have some conversation with him. He was sent for and 
attended ub. We told him we had a paper to publish in our vin- 
dication, with our names signed ; that as we were confined on 
some suspicions unknown to us, it was hard we should be 
attacked by anonymous writers in the papers, our characters 
aspersed, and prejudices excited against us, when we were 
demanding a hearing, which ought to be unbiassed and im- 
partial. We therefore required of him, as what we thought a 
matter of right, according to the rules of every impartial free 
press, that he would refrain from publishing hereafter any 
anonymous papers reflecting upon us, and that he would 
acquaint us with the name of the writer of two paragraphs, in 
the then last Post, highly injurious to our characters. To the 
former he gave us an absolute promise to adhere ; to the latter 
he said that he could not give up the name without the writer's 
consent ; that he would go to him and return with bis answer 
as soon as he could, at the same time promised that if we desired 
it he would insert our address in (he Post of that evening, 
though it would delay its appearance till some time the next day. 
He went away, and we have not since heard from him. Hence 
we conclude the writer is ashamed to avow the performance. 

We now lay before you a remonstrance presented to Con- 
gress by eight of us, who were selected by ifaem, and recom- 
mended to the Council as dangerous men, who oi^ht to be 
secured, the rest of us being named by the Cotmcil themselves, 
and included together with them in the general warrant 
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i CONORBS8. 



The remonstrance of the subscribers, cilizeos of Fhiladel- 
pbia, sheweth : 

That we are confined by a military guard, having heeo 
arrested and deprived of our liberty, by order of the President 
and Council of Pennsylvania, in consequence of a resolve made 
by you, on the 28lh day of the last month, " recommending to 
the executive powers of the several states, to apprehend and 
secure all persons who have in their general conduct and con- 
versation evidenced a disposition inimical to the cause of 
America," and particularly naming us, the subscribers, " to- 
gether with all such papers, in our possession, as may be of a 
political nature ;" the copy of which resolve we could not 
obtain till yesterday aAemoon. 

Conscious of our innocence, and that we have ministered no 
just occasion to have our characters thus traduced, and in- 
juriously treated, we have remonstrated to the said President 
and Council, against their arbitrary, unjust, and illegal pro- 
ceedings against us, and demanded our undoubted right of 
being heard by them ; knowing we can manifest the falsehood 
and injustice of any injurious charge, or suspicions, they or 
you may entertain concerning us ; but we are denied the oppor- 
tunity of such a hearing, and were last evening informed, by 
their order, that they have resolved to send us to Staunton, in 
the county of Augusta, in Virginia, to be secured there; and 
we are now told that place is appointed by you, for our con- 
finement 

We therefore, by our love to our country, whose true interest 
and prosperity we have steadily pursued, through the course of 
our conduct and conversations, and in justice to our characters, 
as freemen and Christians, with that freedom and resolution 
which influences men conscious of being void of just cause of 
offence, are bound to remonstrate against your arbitrary, unjust, 
and cruel treatmoni of us, our characters and families, and 
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against the course of proceeding you have chose and pre- 
scribed ; by which the liberty, property, and character ot 
every freeman in America is or may be endangered. Most of 
you are not personally known to os, nor are we to you; and 
few of you have had the opportunity of conversing with any 
of us, or of linowing any thing more of our conduct and con- 
versation than what you have received from others ; and thua 
we are subjected to the unjust suspicions you have entertained 
from the uncertain reports of onr adversaries, and are con- 
demned unheard, to be deprived of our most endearing con- 
nexions, and temporal enjoyments, when our personal care of 
them is most immediately necessary. 

We are therefore engaged in the most solemn manner, to 
.call upon and entreat you, to reconsider the course of your 
proceedings respecting us ; and either by yourselves or the said 
President and Council, to give ua the opportunity of a hearing 
and answering to every matter suggested to, and entertained 
by you or them, against us; being assured we shall appear 
to be true friends to, and anxiously solicitous for the prosperity 
of America, on the principles of justice and liberty ; and 
(hough we are clearly convinced, from the precepts of Christ, 
the doctrine of bis Apostles, and the example of his followers 
in the primitive ages of Christianity, that all outward wars and 
fightings are unlawful, and therefore cannot join therein for any 
cause whatever, we cannot but remind you that we are by 
the same principles restrained from pursuing any measures in- 
consistent with the apostolic advice, " to live peaceably with 
all men," under whatever powers it is our lot to live, which 
rule of conduct we are determined to observe, whatever you, 
or any others, may determine concerning us. 

Your characters, in the conspicuous station you stand, and 
the regard due to the liberties, properties, and even the lives of 
those who are, or may be affected by the course of your pro- 
ceedings, so londly proclaim the justice of our demand of a 
hearing, that if more time remained for it, we judge further 
reasoning unnecessary, beseeching you to remember that we 
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are all to appear before the tribunal of Dtvine Justice, there to 
render an account of our aclions, and to receive a reward 
according as our works have been. And we sincerely desire 
for you, as we do for ourselves, that we may all so direct our 
course, that we may at that tribunal receive the answer of 
*' well done," and enjoy the reward of eternal peace and hap- 
piness. 

We are your real friends, 
Israel Pemberlon, Henry Drinker, 

James Pemberton, Thomas Fisher, 

John Pemberton, Samuel Pleasants, 

Thomas Wharton, Samuel R. Fisher. 

Philidslidiia, 5lli of 9tb msath, ITTT, Lodge Atkj. 

We have seen the resolves of Congress published in the 
Evening Post, of which we shall take due notice, and also the 
papers published by order of Congress, in a supplement to the 
Pennsylvania Packet. As they are particularly pointed at a 
religious society who are capable of answering for their own 
conduct, we shall leave- it to them to confute the insinuations 
contained in some parts of that publication, which some of us 
know they are able to do. 

We also think it our duty to acquaint yoii, that Alexander 
Sledman and Charles Stedman, jun., who are included in the 
general warrant, were apprehended and brought here with us ; 
but in a few hours they were carried under guard to the New 
Prison, where we are informed they yet remain, as much 
neglected by their accusers as we have been. 

N. B. Seven o'clock, p. m.— We presented another remon* 
strance to the President and Council this day, to which we 
have received an answer, both which we shall endeavour to 
hand to the public to-morrow. 

HoMOa' Lodge, September 9, 1777. 
We now lay before you the papers referred to in oiir note o[ 
last evening, together with a copy of a letter receiv^ by Dr. 
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Hutchinson, inrormiDg us of the result of Council upon the last 
remonstrance. 

Copy of a letter from Timothy Mstlack to WilUam Bradford. 

Pbilwlalphia, SepUmbet 5th, 1771. 
Sib. 

A remonstrance, signed by the gentlemen confined at the 
Masons' Lodge, having been presented to Council and read, 
the Council took the same into consideration, and asked the 
advice of Congress thereupon, which being received. Council 
thereupon passed the following resolve, which they beg the 
favour of you to communicate to the aforesaid gentlemen. 

In Council, Philadelphia, September 5th, 1777. 

Resolved, That such of the persons now confined in the 
Lodge, as shall take and subscribe the oath or affirmation re- 
quired by law, in this commonwealth, or that shall take and 
subscribe the following oath or atBrmalion, to wit : 

" I do swear (or affirm), that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance tn the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as a free 
and independent state," shall be discharged. 

I am respectfully, your very humble servant, 

TiuoTar Mitlick, 
Secretary. 
To Colonel William Bradford. 

N. B. — This letter was delivered to Mr. Bradford, as the 
answer of Council to the second remonstrance. 

Copy of a third remonstrance, presented to the President 
and Council yesterday, by the hands of Samuel Rhoads, and 
Dr. Hutchinson. 
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rbihdslphis, 8lh September, 17TT. 
TO THE PKBSIDKNT AND CODNGIL OF PENKSTLVANIA. 

Tbs remonstrance of (he subscribers, freemen and iobabi- 
lants of the City of Philadelphia, now confined in the Masons' 
Iiodge, sheweth : 

That it is with pain, we find ourselves under the disagreeable 
necessity of again remonstrating against your extraordinary 
mode of treating us. When our last remonstance was de- 
livered to your President, he gave expectalion to our fellow- 
citizens who waited on him, that he would lay it before you, 
and rettirn an answer. Notwithstanding which, we have as 
yet received no answer whatsoever to it, but instead thereof, a 
paper signed by your Secretary, was delivered to us by William 
Bradford, the contents of which we shall have occasion to re- 
mark oa 

But we must not omit another letter received through the 
same channel, by which we are confirmed in the truth of what 
we had before heard, that on the very day you were addressed 
by three of us to be heard, and before we were furnished with 
a copy of the general warrant, you had resolved to banish us 
to Staunton, in the county of Augusta, in Virginia, a place 
where you claim no jurisdiction, and to which we are utter 
strangers. This resolution formed against a body of innocent 
freemen, while demanding to be heard, is, we believe, the first 
instance of the kind to be found in the history of our country ; 
and besides the violent infringement of the laws and constitu- 
tion which you have engaged to govern by, the hardship is 
heightened by the particular situation of that country at this 
time ; as it is publicly asserted that the Indians have already 
commenced hostilities upon Hie frontiers of Virginia, not very 
far distant from the place of our intended banishment, as though 
you could find no place of security without endangering our 
lives. 

From the professions you have repeatedly made of your love 
of libarty and justice, and the manner in which we have de- 
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fnanded our undoubted ri^ts, we bad reason to ozpect to have 
heard from you on the subject of our last remoosirance ; but 
we find we were mistakeD, aod the complaint! of injured free- 
men eti]l remain unanswered. 

Whether you imagine we are of too little cooMqaanoe lo ba 
regarded, or expect that confinement will reduce us to a tame 
acquiescence with your arbitrary proceedingB, we shali not de- 
termine; it will not divert our attention from the important 
object we have in view in behalf of ourselves and our country. 
Nor will subtle proposals, fit only to captivate the unwary, de- 
coy us from ibe sure ground on which we slaod, into a measure 
as illegal and unconstitutional as your geasnl warraot. and 
our oppressive treatment under it 

The proposition contained in your resolve of the 6th inat^to 
discharge us upon taking the test " required by law," or (be 
new test franked by yourselves, now demand our notice. 

And first we would observe, that if you bad a right to make 
such a proposition, we think it very improper to ba made lo 
men in oar situation. You have first deprived us of our liberty, 
on one pretence, which finding you are nol able to justify, you 
waive, and require as a condition of our enlargement, that we 
should confess ourselves men of suspicious characters, by doing 
what ought not to be expected from innocent persons. Thii 
kind of procedure is not new in history ; for though the great 
patriots of the Revolution found better expedients for the secu- 
rity of their governntent than what arises from oaths of abjura- 
tion, yet the annals, both of Old and New England, are stained 
with accounts (tf men, in circumstances similar to our own, 
dragged before magistrates, on the bare suspicion of crimes; 
of whom tests, which they conscientiously scrupled to take, 
have been afterwards demanded, as the condition of their en- 
largement. But such examples, we should hope, would net 
have found patrons among men professing to be reformers upon 
ail the plans of civil and religious liberty, adopted by the free 
nations of Europe. 

It is strange to as, that men entrusted with supreme execu- 
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tiTo powers, ihould be so regardless of the laws you hare most 
solemnly engaged to execute, as to require us to do more than 
those very laws enjoin. By the Test Act, every inhabitant 
may take the test, and enjoy all the rights of freemen, or de- 
cline it, and submit to a deprivation of some of them, which 
tre eXpreised in that act; bat no power is given to any 
officer of juatice whatsoever, to tender it to any person except 
in panicular circumstances, and as the charge against us is 
not founded on a breach of that law, it is evident you exceeded 
your authority in putting it to us. But if after what is past, we 
oonld be surprised at any thing you do, we should have been 
astonished at the rapid progress of your usurpation in assuming 
legislative powers to yourselves, while the Assembly was 
sitting under the same roof. You have overturned the only 
security the Constitution has given this people against absolute 
despotism, by attempting to exercise the authority of framing 
a resolve operating as a law at the same time the powers of 
executing it. 

Your duty as one branch of the Constitution, is confined to 
the executing the laws as you find them, and does not extend 
to the making new ones to salve your own irregular conduct. 
You have undertaken all this by proposing a new lest of your 
own enacting, unknown to the laws and constitution of the 
government which you are to execute, unsupported by any 
authority under which you act; and this an ex post facto lata 
made to criminate by a refusal those who before were InnoceaL 
And if we were in yonr opinion such dangerous persons, as 
you,, under the sanction of the Congress, have endeavoured to 
represent us, and could not be secured without sending us to 
so remote and dangerous a part of the country, beyond the 
limits of your jurisdiction, how will the public be secured by 
our taking either of the tests you have proposed 1 That men 
of bad principles will submit to any tests to cover their dan- 
gerous and wicked purposes, is evident to all who have been 
conversant in public a&irs. 

The great Lord Halifax, who in the name of the people of 
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England presented the crown to King William and Queen 
Mary at the Revolution, has expressed himself on this subject, 
in the folloniag nerrotu terms : " As there is no real security 
to any state by oaths, so no private person, much less states- 
man, would ever order his affairs as relying on it ; for jw man 
would ever sleep with open doors, or unlocked up treasure or 
plate, should all the town be sworn not (o rob." 

Another most extraordinary proceeding we find in your 
Secretary's letter, where he says, that you asked, and received 
the adtace of Ctmgress upon our remoDstrance, before you de- 
termined upon it What I shall unaccused citizens, demand- 
ing their inherent rights, be delayed or refused a bearing until 
Congress can be consulted ? A body, who have engaged not 
to interfere in the internal police of the governmenL Perhaps 
you thought the authority of a recommendation from Congress 
would render your arbitrary designs eflectual, and countenance 
you in the eyes of the people. We trust you will be mistaken, 
and that neither Congress nor the people will approve your 
measures. 

Having thus remarked on your proposal, protesting our in- 
nocence, we again repeat our pressing demand, to be informed 
of the cause of our commitment, and to have a hearing in the 
&ce of our country, before whom we shall either stand acquitted 
or condemned. 



Israel Pemberton, 
James Pemberton, 
John Hunt, 
Thomas Wharton, 
Thomas Coombe, 
Edward Pennington, 
John Pemberton, 
Henry Drinker, 
Phineas Bond, 
Thomas Affleck, 
Owen Jones, jun.. 



William Drewet Smith, 
Samuel Pleasants, 
William Smith, (broker,) 
Charles Jervis, 
Thomas Pike, 
Thomas Gilpin, 
Samuel R. Fisher, 
Thomas Fisher, 
Elijah Brown, 
Miers Fisher, 
Charles Eddy. 
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PbiUdelpbU, aeptomber 8th, I7T7. 
"SiE.— 

The remonstrance delivered by you and SBmuel Rhoads, 
Eaq^ to me, has been read in Council, and I am directed to 
acquaint you, that the business to which this remonstrance re- 
lates, is referred to Congress. 

I am, with great respect, your humble servant, 

T. Matlack, 
Secretary. 
To Doctor HutchinstHi, (Present)" 



i' Lodge, September 9, 1777, 10 o'oloek, r 



TO THE INHABITAKTS O 



FEHN3TLVARIA. 



The following is a copy of a paper we received at- half-past 
four o'clock this afternoon, and we have since received orders 
to prepare for our banishment to-morrow. 



-IH COUNCIL. 



Resolved, That 
James Pemberton, 
Henry Drinker, 
Israel Pemberton, 
John Pemberton, 
Samuel Pleasants, 
Thomas Wharton, i 
Thomas Fisher, (soi 
Samuel Fisher, (soi 
Miers Fisher, 
Elijah Brown, 
John Hunt, 



of Joshua,) 
of Joshua,) 



PhiUdeli^U, September 9lh, 1777. 

Fhineas Bond, 
Rev Thomas Coombe, 
Charles Jervis, 
William Drewet Smith, 
Charles Eddy. 
Thomas Pike, 
Owen Jones, jun., 
Edward Pennington, 
William Smith, 
Thomas Gilpin, and 
Thomas Affleck, 



apprehended by Council, as persons who have uniformly 
manifested, by their general conduct and conversation, a dispo- 
sition highly inimical to the cause of America, and now im- 
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prfaoned in the Freemason's Lodge in this cily, they refusing 
to con6ne themaelvea to their several dwellings, and. thereby 
malting the restraint of their persons in another manner neces- 
sary; and having refused to promise to refrain from corre- 
sponding with the enemy ; and also declined giving any assu- 
rance of allegiance to this State, as of right they ought ; tio 
thereby renounce all ihe privileges of citizenship; and that it 
appears they consider themselves the subjects of the King of 
Great Britain, the enemy of this and Ihe other United States of 
America, and that they ought to be proceeded with accord- 
ingly- 

" Resolved, That persons of like characters, and in emer- 
gencies equal to the present, when the enemy is at our doors, 
have in the other States been arrested and secured upon sus- 
picions arising from their general behaviour, and refusal to 
acknowledge their allegiance to the States of which they were 
the proper sut^ects ; and that such proceedings may be abun- 
dantly justified by the conduct of the freest nations, and the 
authority of the most judicious civilians. Therefore, 

" Resolved, Thai the persons whose names are mentioned 
above be, without further delay, removed to Staunion, in Vir- 
ginia, there to be treated according to their characters and 
stations, as far as may be consistent with the securing of their 
persons. Also, 

"Resolved, That Wm, Imlay, said to be a subject of the 
state of New York, having behaved in like manner as the per- 
sons above mentioned, and in particular declined to give assu- 
rance of allegiance to the slate of New York, be removed and 
secured with the rest 

" Ordered, That Colonel Nicola, the town major, secure the 
prisoners above-named now in the Masons' Lodge, and assist 
in removing them out of the city. 
" Extract from the minutes. 

" T. MlTLlCK, 

" Secretary." 
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As we consider this to be the highest act of tyranoy' that hat 
been exercised in any age or country, where the shadow of 
liberty was left, we have in the following manner entered our 
protest against these proceedings. 

PE0TE8T. 

9th September, 1777. 

TO THE PEESIDENT AND COUNCIL OF FENMSTLVAKIA. 



The remonstrance and protest of the subscribers, sheweth : 

That your resolve of this day was this afternooa delivered 
to us, which is the more unexpected, as last evening your 8e- 
crelary informed us you bad referred our bustoess to Congress, 
to whom we were about further to apply. 

In this resolve, contrary to the inherent rights of mankind, 
you condemn us to banishment unheard. 

You determine matters couceming us, which we could have 
disproved, had our right to a hearing been granted. 

The charge against us of refusing " to promise to refrain 
from corresponding with the enemy," insinuates that we have 
already held such correspondence, which we utterly and so- 
lemnly deny. 

The tests you proposed, we were by n ' law bound to sub- 
scribe, and notwithstanding our refusing them, we are still 
justly and lawfully entitled to all the rights of citizenship, of 
which you are attempting to deprive us. 

We have never been suffered to come before you to evince 
our innocence, and remove suspicions which you have laboured 
to instil inio the minds of others, and at the same time knew 
to be groundless, although Congress recommended it to you to 
give us a hearing, and your President this morning assured: 
two of our friends we shoul have it. 

In vindication of our characters, we who are of the people- 
called Quakers, are free to declare, that. 

Although at the time many of our forefathers were con- 
vinced of the truth, which we their descendants now profess, 
great fluctuations ami various changes and turnings happened 
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ID goreniniaDt, and thsy were greatly vHified «od pertecuted 
for a firm and steady adherence to tbeir peacetUile and inofien* 
»ive principles, yet they were preserved from any thing tending 
to promote insurreclions, coospiraciea, or the sheddii^ of 
blood ; and during the troubles which by permission of Divine 
Providence have latterly prevailed, we have steadily main- 
tained our religions principles in these respects, and have not 
held any correspondence with the contending parties, as is un- 
justly insinuated, but are withheld and restrwned from being 
concerned in such matters, by that divine principle of grace 
and truth which we profess to be our guide and rule through 
life. This is of more force and obligation than all the tests 
and declarations devised by men. 

And we who are of the Church of England, are free to de- 
clare to you and to the world, that we never have at any time 
4Juring the present controversy, either directly or indirectly, 
■" communicated any inlelligence whatever to the Commander 
of the British forces, or any other person concerned in public 
affairs." And with the same cheerfulness we would have en- 
gaged not to hold any such correspondence in fulure, had not 
the requisition been coupled with ignominious and illegal re- 
■strictions, subjecling us to become prisoners within the walls 
•of our own dwellings, and to surrender ourselves to ihe Presi- 
dent and Council on demand. This the clear consciousness of 
our own innocence absolutely forbade us to accede to. 

Upon the whole, your proceedings have been so arbitrary 
that words are wanting to express our sense of them. We do 
therefore, as the last office we expect you will now suffer us to 
perform for the benefit of our country, in behalf of ourselves 
and those freemen of Pennsylvania who have any regard for 
liberty, soLSMnLT aEMONBTKATs amd paoTEST against your whole 
conduct in thie unreasonable excess of power exercised by you. 

That ihe evil and destructive spirit of pride, ambition, and 
arbitrary power, with which you have been actuated, may 
cease and be no more ; ** and that peace on earth, and good will 
to men" mayJiapptly take the place thereof in your and alt 
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men's miwls, is the liticera desh« of your opprened and in- 
jured fellow-citizens. 

Israel PemberUm, Oven Jones, Jr. 

John Hunt, Thomas Gitpin, 

James Pemberton, Charles Jervis, 

John Pemberton, Phineas Bond, 

Thomas Wharton. Thomas Affleck, 

Edward Pennington, William Drewit Smitfa, 

Thomas Coombe, Thomas Pike, 

Henry Drinker, William Smith, (broker,) 

Thomas Fisher, Elijah Brown, 

Samuel Pleasants, Charles Eddy, 

Samuel R. Fisher, Miers Fisher. 



As it hasappearedpropertoput the pamphlet on these minutes 
in the manner it was printed and handed to the public, the 
daily narralive has been somewhat interrupted, and when re- 
sumed according lo the diary, there will appear to be a repeti- 
tion of some of the addresses, but this occurs only at this part 
of the narrative ; many of the events having to be alluded to 
both in the memorials and in the minutes. 

When the remonstrances to the Congress of the United States, 
and to the Council of Pennsylvania, are mentioned in the 
journal of the company, and not written out at length, they 
will be found in the pamphlet, by reference to the pages. 

On the 6th of September, 1777, there was brought to us a 
copy of a remonstrance, which had been presented to the 
President and Council on our behalf, signed by one hundred 
and thirteen Friends, which it is proper to insert on the Journal 
of our transactions, v'n. : 

Philulelphia, Slh of Stii month, ITTT. 
TO TBB F&niDEHT AND CODNCIL OT PBHHSTLVANU. 

A number of our friends and fellow-citizens have been de- 
prived of Iheir liberty and taken from their families into a 



:dbv Google 



116 



xxiLEs raoK fvinbxlvama. 



[Atkce of coafineinent, by yoat warrant, and denied the juel &Dd 
reasonable request of being heard, and since ordered to be re- 
moved to a diatam part of Virginia, — a proceeding which not 
only atTectB the persons immediately concerned, but ia an 
alarming violatitw of ibe civil and religious rights of the com- 
munity. 

We therefore think it our duty to our said friends, to our- 
selves, to our country, and to mankind in general, to remon- 
strate against such conduct, which we conceive no plea of 
necessity can justify, lest by our silence on this very interest- 
ing occasion, it should be understood that we acquiesced 
therein. 

We earnestly wish you to consider this matter in a solid, 
religious way, and in the fear of G>od, whom we profess to 
serve in the Gospel of his Son, at whose judgment seat we 
shall all ere long appear, and that we may all be prepared for 
this awful period, is the real desire of your sincere friends, 



Townsend Speakman, 
Samuel LobdeU, 
John Townsend, 
Amos Taylor, 
Isaac Forster, 
Ellas Dawson, 
Caleb Carmalt, 
Isaac Faxon, 
Daniel Dawson, 
Josiah Coates, 
Thomas Norton, 
Caleb Oflley, 
iSamuel Taylor, 
Stephen Maxwell, 
Samuel Jones, 
William Compton, 
Charles Mifflin, 
,Tboma« Hoifrard, 



Samuel Bettle, 
Charles Logan, 
Thomas Eddy, 
Samuel Coates, 
Roger Bowman, 
Thomas Wiahart, 
Richard Wells, 
James Bringhurst, 
Daniel Drinker, 
Ebenezer Robinson, 
Caleb Atmore, 
James Starr, 
Benedict Dorsey, 
Joseph Potts, 
Richard Jones, 
Isaac Parish, 
John Haworth, 
Samuel Clarke, 
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William Savery, Jr., 
John Thompson, 
Daniel Offley, jr., 
Thomas Savery, 
Benjamin Davis, 
Isaac Lewis, 
Abraham Mitchell, 
John Guest, 
George Guest, 
Charles Dingee, 
Jonathan Worrell, 
Job Butcher, 
John Eldridge, 
John Evans, 
Joseph Russet, 
John Field, 
Richard Price, 
Joseph Cruikshank, 
William Braver, 
Edward Wells, 
Richard Adams, 
William Brown, 
Anthony BenezeJ, 
Owen Jones, 
Anthony Morris, 
John Reynell, 
Samuel Rhoada, 
Samuel Preston Moore, 
John Morris, 
Charies West, 
Abraham Mason, 
Samuel Noble, 
David Bacon, 



William Wilson, 
John Drinker, 
John Nancarrow, Jr. 
Joshua C reason, 
William Dawson, 
Nicholas Wain, 
John Todd, 
William Pusey, 
James Cresson, 
William Wayne, 
Caleb Jones, 
Robert Lewis, 
Robert Wain, 
Thomas Say, 
Thomas Hallowell, 
Joseph Richardson, 
Edward Jones, 
David Deshler, 
Joseph Marriott, 
Benjamin Hoot<m, 
Robert Proud, 
John Parish, 
Abraham Carlisle, 
William Savery, 
Samuel Hopkins, 
Thomas Masterman, 
Joseph Bringhurgt, 
Samuel Rhoads, Jr., 
John Lownes, 
Jonathan Shoemaker, 
Samuel Bichards, 
Isaac Cathrall, 
Benjamin Homer. 



Pfailidolphia, 7lh of 91h moDtb, 177T. 

Being the first day of the week, and we deprived of the pri- 
vilege of assembling with our brethren as usual, for the per- 
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formaaceof puUic wot^ip; but unwilling to omit that solemn 
indispensable duty, we desired the guards to inform our friends 
that we inclined to be pretty much alone; accordingly few 
insited us till eyening. 

Thomas Coombe being one of our number, and a minister of 
the Church of England, with such of us as were his fellow- 
citizens, collected about nine o'clock in the morning in one of 
our rooms to perform religious service. About len o'clock the 
rest of us sat down, having the company of our friends John 
Foreman, John Parrish, Samuel Hopkins, David Estraugh, 
and two other Friends, soon after which the above-mentioned 
members of the Church of England came and sat with us, 
John Foreman expressed a few sentences in a very lively aud 
acceptable manner, afler which John Hunt was much favoured 
in setting forth the nature and qualifications of the true gospel 
ministry, and of that opposite spirit which leads into persecu- 
tion, directing our attention to that divine Power, which alone 
can preserve and support us. And although it was a hard 
time of labour to some of us, yet we were united with him in 
his supplication for us, and for our near and lender connexions. 

This afternoon we were engaged preparing a third remon- 
strance to the President and Council. A supplement extraordi- 
nary to John Dunlap's paper was brought to ua, containing an 
epistle from the Meeting for Sufferings, dated 5lh of Ist month, 
1775 ; two testimonies from the same, dated 30lh of Ist month, 
1776; a minute of the Quarterly Meeting of Philadelphia, 
dated 8th month 4th, 1777. 

Also three falie papers, or papers forged by some person, 
said to be found on Staten Island, among prisoners' baggage, 
and forwarded by General Sullivan. All published by order 
of Congress, and signed by Charles Thomson. 

The above we believe was published to make up a chai^ 
against us, and prejudice the minds of the people ; and it would 
appear that some of the officers were privy to getting up these 
forged papers, in order to throw the odium of such papers and 
intelligence, and documents upon us, and to have a pretext for 
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batuahtng us, who by leading innocent and quiet lives could 
not join in heart wilh such men. It was made known to us 
before we were apprehended that they would banish us. 



Philulelphis, BIh of 9Ui monlfa, 1777. 
This morning we resumed the consideration of the remon- 
strance to the President and. Council, and agreed upon iL A 
copy was made out and signed by us. Samuel Rhoads and Dr. 
Hutdiinson undertook to deliver it They returned soon and 
reported they had delivered it to Timothy Matlack, the Secre- 
tary, at the Council door. He had offered to introduce them, 
or to deliver it himself to the Council ; they chose the latter 
mode. 

See the third remoasVance to the President and Council of 
PennsylTOnia, 8th September, 1177 ; as stated in the printed 
pamphlet at page 107. 

After dinner a comniillee of Friends from the Meeting for 
Sufferiags, attended iw, and had a conference with several of 
our number, mi the publications in a Supplement to John Duo- 
lap's Penmylvania Packet, as mentioned in the minute of yes- 
terday, the publishing of which, at this time, appeared to be 
manifestly intended to mislead the people, to raise their enmity 
against us, and against the Society of Friends in general, in 
order to justify the unwarrantable proceedings respecting us, 
and such others of our Society as our persecutors had in view 
to take up in the same arbitrary manner. Afler some time 
spent in consideration of this matter, it was afi^'eed that the 
members of the Meeting for Sufierings, and we, should keep it 
under consideration, and if either found their minds engaged to 
answer it, an essay should be made and communicated. 

After our friends of the Meeting of Sufferings withdrew, on a 
conference among ourselves, it was thought necessary we 
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should draw up a remonBtrance to Congress, further to JQitify 
ourselves, and to answer the foregoing publications; and a 
committee wtu appointed to jHrepare an essay. 

This evening Dr. Hutchinson communicated to us a letter 
he had received from Timothy Matlack, Secretary to the 
Council ; a copy of which is as follows : 

" Fliilulelphia, September Stb, 1TTT. 
•<Sra,— 

" The remonstrance delivered by you and Samuel Rhoads, 
Esq., lo me, has been read in Council, and I am directed to 
acquaint you that the business to which this remonstrance re- 
lates, is referred to Congress. 

" I am, with great respect, 

Your humble servant, 

TiuoTHT Matlack, 

Secretary. 
" To Doctor Hutchinson." 

Which being taken into consideration, we requested Dr. 
Hutchinson to apply to him for a copy of the minute of Coun- 
cil, referring our business to Congress, and also to ask him 
whether the Council considered us as their prisoners or not. 

He returned late in the evening and informed us that Timothy 
Matlack refused to give hrni a copy of the minute we desired, 
without leave of Council, aod told him the question he asked 
was artful and inridious, and he was not authorized to an- 
swer it 

9th day of 9th moatfa. 

Being desirous of procuring a copy of the minute of Coiaicil 
last referred to, and an answer to the question proposed last 
evening, we committed our request to writing, and desired 
Samuel Rhoads and Dr. Hutchinson to communicate it to 
Council, and endeavour to t^tain an answer : it being as fol- 
lows: 
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The prisoners at the Lodge, request Samuel Rhoads and Dr. 
Hutchinson to wait on the President and Council, and desire a 
copy of the minute of Council, referring the business of th^r 
remonstrance to Congress, and that they wnuld let them know 
whether Council consider them tbetr prisoners or not 

lOUi oF9th montlL 

Adam Rochenberger, sergeant of the guardsi having in- 
formed some of the prisoners last nighl, that William Bradford 
and Lewis Nicola had both denied their having any charge of 
U8| and added they should not hinder any, or all of us from 
going away, it was thought necessary to send for both William 
Bradford and Lewis Nicola, to inquire into the truth of this 
matter. 

William Morrell, who wailed on William Bradford, quickly 
returned and informed us that he is indisposed. We therefore 
agreed to send the following questions in writing. 

William Bradford wrote his answers against the questions, 
and Lewis Nicola attending in person, the same questions were 
proposed to him. 

The questions and their respective answers are as follows : 

Ist. Whether we are in his custodyl 

IsL W. B.— No. 

1st. L. N. — 1 apprehend four of you are, and that I have 
nothing to say to the rest. The four are Mr. Israel Pemberton, 
Mr. Hunt, Mr. Pleasants, and Mr. Bond. I received no orders 
respecting the others, except to furnish William Bradford with 
a guard, by a written order of the President and Council 

8d. If answered in the negative. In whose custody are weT 

3d. W. B. — I suppose Colonel Nicola's. 

3d. L. N. — The last-mentioned four gentlemen are in my 
cnstody. If the rest are not in Colonel Bradford's, I know not 
whose they are. 

8d. By whose orders were the gnards placed here f 

8d. W. B.— The Council't. 
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8d. L. N. — Charles Wilson P«ale came to me for a guard 
by order of Colonel Bradford ; in coniequence of which I seat 
down twenty men to Masoos' Lodge. 

4th. By whoae order hai it been since continued T 

4th. W. B. — I suppose the Council's. 

4th. I<. N. — The guard is continued in consequence of the 
first order by my direcliuns ; and I ihink it my duty to con- 
tinue it till countermanded. 

6th. Are there any parlicular orders given to the guards 
concerning us; if any, what are they and by whom given? 

5th. W. B. — I know of no orders. 

5th. L. N. — I have given no orders to the guards except on 
some complaint made to me uf them on the day the first of the 
prisoners vrere committed, and suppose they have received 
their orders from Colonel Bradford. 

lOth of 9th month, 1777. — About half past four o'clock, we 
received a copy of the resolves of the President and Council, 
for our removal to Staunton, in Virginia. 

Having conferred some time on the subject of said resolvet, 
it was concluded to publish the same immediately, and to add 
thereto a protest against their arbitrary proceedings, and Henry 
Drinker and Miers Fisher were appointed to prepare an essay. 

At half past seven o'clock, Lewis Nicola came to us with a 
letter directed tohim, ffigued by George Bryan, Vice-President, 
signifying their intention of our being removed to-morrow, and 
the manner thereof. 

Of this letier we did not obtain a copy. The substance of 
it was, directions to him to procure a sufficient number of city 
guards, and remove us over the bridge at Schuylkill, and there 
to deliver us to a party of horse, who would attend to take 
chat^ of us, and escort us to Staunton, Virginia. Lewis 
Nicola, at the same time informed us that be did not wish os 
to remove further this day than a sftort distance out of the city, 
and proposed our being ready to proceed about five o'clock, p. h. 

The committee appointed to prepare a [»-oiest, reported an 
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esuy, vhich being considered and amended was signed, and 
at about ten o'clock, f. h., was sent by Doctor Hutchinson and 
James Morton to be delivered to the Vice-President of the 
Council ; but he being gone to bed, it was continued under their 
care, to be delivered lo-morrow morning, and a copy was sent 
to the press, to be added to theremonslrance above mentioned, 
with the following short introduction. 

Fbiladelphis, Maaona' Lodge, 

September 9, ITTT, 4 o'clock. 

TD THZ INHABITAMTS OP PBNMStLVANU. 

The following is a copy of a paper we received at half past 
four o'clock this afternoon, and we have since received orders 
to prepare for our banishment to-m 



"IN COUNCIL. 



» Resolved, That 
Israel Pemberton, 
James Pemberton. 
John Pemberton, 
Thomas Wharton, sen., 
Miers Fisher, 
Fhineas Bond, 
William Drewet Smith, 
Owen Jones, jun., 
Thomas Gilpin, 
Elijah Brown, 
Rev. Thomas Coombe, 



•• Philadelphia, September Hh, im. 

Thomas Fisher, son of Joshua, 

Samuel Fisher, son of Joshua, 

Henry Drinker, 

Samuel Pleasants, 

John Hunt, 

Charles Jervis, 

Thomas Pike, 

William Smith, 

Charles Eddy, 

Edward Pennington, 

Thomas Affleck, 



apprehended by Council as persons who have uniformly mani- 
fested by their general conduct and conversation a dispo- 
sition highly inimical to the cause of America, and dow im- 
prisoned in the Freemasons' Lodge, in this city, tbey refusing 
to confme themsdvea to their several dwellings, and thereby 



:dbv Google 



134 EXILES TKOM PBITHITLVANU. 

making the restraint of their persona in another manner neces- 
sary; and having refused to promise to refrain from corre- 
eponding with the enemy, and also declined giving any assu- 
rance of allegiance to this Stale, as of a right they ought, do 
hereby renounce all the privileges of citizenship ; and that it 
appears ihey consider themselves subjects of the King of Great 
Britain, the enemy of this and the other United Slates of Ame- 
rica, and that they ought to be proceeded with accordingly. 

"Resolved, That persons of like characters, and in emer- 
gencies equal to the present, whe^ the enemy is at our doors, 
have in the other States been arrested and secured upon sus- 
picion arising from their general behaviour and refusal to 
acknowledge allegiance to the State, of which they were pro- 
per subjects; and that such proceedings may be abundantly 
justified by the conduct of the freest nation, and the authority 
of the most judicious civilians. Therefore, 

" Resolved, That the persons whose names are mentioned 
above, be without further delay, removed to Staunton in Vir- 
ginia, there to be treated according to their characters and 
stations', as far as may be consistent with the security of their 
persons. Also, 

" Resolved, That William Imtay, said to be a subject of the 
State of New York, having behaved in like manner as the 
persons above mentioned, and in particular declined to give 
assurance of allegiance to the Stale of New York, be removed 
and secured with the rest. 

" Ordered, That Colonel Nicola, the town major, secure the 
prisoners above named, now in the Masons' Lodge, and assist 
in removing them out of the city. 
" Extract from the minutes, 

" TtMOTHT Matlack, 

" Secretary." 

As we consider this to be the highest actof tyranny that has 
been exercised in any age or country, where the shadow of 
liberty was left, we have in the following manner entered our 
Prated against these proceedings. 
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PROTEST. 

TO TBB PEB81DEHT AHD OOtmOtL OT FENNSTt.V>MIA. 

The remonstraDce and protest of the subscribers, sheweth : 

That your resolve of this day was ihis aflernoon delivered 
to us, which is the more unexpected, as last evening your 
Secretary informed us you had referred our business to Con- 
gress, lo whom we were about furiber to apply. 

In ihis resolve, contrary to the inherent rights of mankind, 
you condemn us to banishment unheard. 

You determine matters concerning us, which we could have 
disproved, had a right to a hearing been granted. 

The charge against us of refusing lo " promise lo refrain 
from corresponding with the enemy," insinuates ihat we may 
have already held such correspondence, which we utterly and 
so/emnltf deny. 

The tests you proposed, we were by no law bound to sub- 
scribe, and notwithstanding our refusing ihem, we are stil) 
justly and lawfully entitled to all the rigbte of citizenship, of 
which you are attempting to deprive us. 

We have never been sulTered to come before you to evince 
oar innocence, and to remove suspicions, which you have 
laboured to instil into the minds of others, and at ibe same 
time knew to be groundless, although Congress recomm^Kled 
it to you to give us a hearing, and your President this morning 
assured two of our friends we should have one. 

In vindication of our characters, we who are of the people 
called Quakers, are free to declare thai, 

Alihougb at the time many of our forefathers were convinced 
of the truth, which we their descendants now profess, great 
fluctuations and various changes and turnings happened in 
government, and they were greatly vililied and persecuted for 
a firm and steady adherence to their peaceable and inoflensive 
principles, yet they were preserved from any thing tending to 
promote insurrections, conspiracies, or the shedding of bloi'd, 
and during the troubles, which by permissioD of Divine Provi- 
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dence have lalterly prevailed, we have steadily mainlained oar 
religious principles in (hese respects, and have not held any 
correspondence with any of ihe contending parties, as it is 
unjustly insinuated, but are restrained from being concerned in 
such matters, from that divine principle of light and of truth, 
which we profess to be our guide and rule through life. This 
is of more force and obti^^tion than all the tests and declara- 
tions devised by men. 

And we who are of the Church of England are free to de- 
clare to you, and to the world, that we never have at any time 
during the present controversy, either directly or indirectly 
"communicated any intelligence whatever to the commander 
of the British forces, or to any other person concerned in 
public affairs," and with the same cheerfulness would have 
engaged not to hold any correspondence in future, had not 
the requisition been coupled with ignominious and illegal re- 
strictions, subjecting us to become prisoners within the walla 
of our own dwellings, and to surrender ourselves to the Presi- 
dent and Council on demand ; this the clear consciousness of 
our own innocence absolutely forbade us to accede to. 

Upon the whole, your proceedings have been so arbitrary, 
that words are wanting to express our sense of them. 

We do, therefore, as the last office we expect you will now 
aufTer us to perform, for the benefit of our country, in behalf of 
ourselves, and of those freemen of Pennsylvania who still have 
any regard for liberty, solemnly remonstrate and protest against 
your whole conduct in this unreasonable excess of power 
exercised by you. 

That the evil and destructive spirit of pride, ambition, and 
arbitrary power, with which you ha^ been actuated, may 
cease and be no more ; and that peace on earth, and good will 
to men, may happily take the place thereof, in your and all 
men's minds, is the sincere desire of yonr oppressed and injured 
fellow-citizens. 

Israel Pemberton, Thomas Gilpin, 

John Pemberton, Charles Jervis, 

TbonOBS Wharton, Fhineas Bond, 
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Edward Pennington, James Pembertoii, 

Thomas Coombe, Thomas Affleck, 

Henry Drinker, ' William Drnit Smith, 

Thomas PiBher, Thomas Pike, 

John Hunt, William Smith, (broker,) 

Samuel Pleasants, Elijnh Brown, 

Samuel R. Fisher, Charles Eddy, 

Owen Jones, Jr., Miers Fisher, 
niladelphii, Mawxia' Lod^ 

Bth Septeraber, 1777, 10 o'dock, p. a. 

Fhiladelphis, lOth of 9lh month, ITTT. 

The remonstrance and protest were this morning delivered, 
and that, together with the resolves of the Council for our 
removal, being printed in a handbill, by Joseph Cruikshaok, 
was distributed through the city about twelve o'clock. 

A proposition of great importance being made by one of our 
company (Miers Fisher), the same was taken into serious con- 
sidcration, and after a considerable time spent thereon, and much 
condescension prevailing, the question was put to each, and it 
appeared (hat several of our number were free to make further 
essay for our enlargement, by applying fqr writs of habeas 
corpus, it appeared that such as were inclined to do it should 
be left at liberty. 

A number of questions being agreed on, were delivered to 
Lewis Nicola in writing, which be laid before Council, and on 
his return, he delivered us their verbal answers, which were 
taken down, being as follows : 

The prisoners confined in the Masons' Lodge, having seen 
orders, about 8 o'clock last night, 9th insl., to Lewis Nicola, 
dated September 9lh, 1777, which was the notice of the time 
prepared for our removal — 

They ask him, or the President and Council, through him. 

1st How are we to be sent into banishment t If in car< 
rieges what sort, and how many 1 

1st. In six light wagons. 
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2d. Are we to be furoished with ba^age-wagons T And 
how many 1 

2d. With two. 

3d. What pTOviaiona and stores are [Hwided for so long a 
joHnwyt 

3d. No provision is made but such as the road will supply 
you with. 

4th. What number of beds and bedding 1 

4th. The taverns on the road will supply you. 

dtb. Who is to pay our travelling expenses, and for our sup- 
port during our absence from our families and business t 

5th. Council will pay your expenses on ihe road, and Con- 
gress will be applied (o, to take iolo consideration your support 
during your absence. 

6th. Are not such of us whose families and affairs require 
their presence and assistance preparatory to their leaving home, 
at liberty to repair there, and to have the necessary communi- 
cation with their friends by letter, during our absence 1 

6th. The first part left to his discretion, and he grants it 
The correapondence allowed by open letters, through the hands 
of the Continental Secremry of War. 

7th. To whose custody are we to be committed when there? 
and will they have authority to sufier us, or one or more of us 
to visit our families on a promise to return, in case urgent cir- 
cumstances require it 1 

7th. To the Governor of Virginia, who will have some in- 
structions about you. 

8th. And are we not to have a certified copy of our commit- 
ment to that country, and of the orders accompanying it, that 
we may liuow in what light we are represenled, and in what 
manner we are to be treated "i 

8lh, Council apprehend that Congress will give the escort 
proper instructions in the matter. 

9th. Are we to have it in our power to apply to the officers 
of any government in which we may be, for ihe redress of any 
grievance we may labour under t 
9th. Granted. 
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James Budden to command the escort 

Council persists in their determination of your going to-day. 

Lewis Nicola informed us he would call on ue at five o'clock, 
as he was in expectation of the carriages, &c., being ready by 
that time ; before this he had sent a message informing us that 
our removal was to be deferred till to-morrow. 

We acquainted him that two baggage-wagons would by no 
means be sufficient, that four at least would be necessary, and 
he promised to write a letter to the Secretary on the subject 

The address " To the Inhabitants" being printed, together 
with the several " Remonstrances, &c.," in a pamphlet, some 
of them were brought here about four o'clock, and were dis- 
tributed. 

Our friends, John Reynells and Owen Jones, were requested 
to call on Benjamin Towue, and acquaint him that as he had 
published the resolves of the President and Council, respecting 
our removal, we desired that he would publish our remonstrance 
and protest, and they were also requested to apply to Hall and 
Sellers, and to William Bradford, on the same account. 

Apprehending it necessary to know the names of the Council, 
we applied to Lewis Nicola for a list, which he said he would 
not give us, as he knew very few of them. We however pro- 
cured the following from a friend, but be could not assure us it 
was complete. 

Thomas Wharton, Jr., President of the Council of 



George Bryan, Vice-President. 

Jonathan Hodge, Council. 

John Evans, Council. 

John Proctor, 
James Edgar, 
Jacob Morgan, 
John Hambright, 
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Joseph Hart, 

Thomas Urie, 

John Bayley, 

Thomas Scolt, 

Timothy Mailack, Secretary. 

This afternoon and evening, divers of our company went 
horne to see their families, and settle their affairs ; and Thomas 
Coombe returning, acquainted us he had given a parole, which 
was very unexpected to us, after the repeated declarations he 
had made, and his conduct during his confinement. 

Philadelphia, llth of Uth month, 1777. — Owen Jones reported 
that he had seen Benjamin Tonne, who informed him the press 
had been set for our first joint remonstrance ; that a person had 
applied to put an anonymous piece into his paper against us, 
but as he would neither give his name up or sign it, he took 
out the remonstrance, and published neither. That he was in 
great perplexity about these papers, when a piece was sent him 
by the Congress, containing minutes and resolves respecting us, 
which he published. That in regard to the present application 
he begged to be excused, as he had been divers times threatened 
on account of his publications, and he had reason to apprehend 
he would be taken up as a person suspected of being disaffected 
to the present measures, and his press stopped if he complied 
with our request. 

About nine o'clock, Lewis Nicola informed us he had orders 
to call on Samuel Caldwell and Alexander Nesbitt, (James 
Budden being out of town, by report, designedly,) two of the 
troop of Light Horse, and as many of the City Guards as he 
might think sufHcient, who were to conduct us to Reading, and 
there deliver us to some persons, whose names he could not 
tell, but orders would go with us ; that be could not get ready 
till ihis afternoon, and proposed three o'clock. He read part 
of a letter signed Thomas Wharton, jun., containing his orders, 
of which he promised us a copy. We desired that the officer 
who was to command the party, should call and acquaint us 
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what orders be bad respecting us ; and we urged the oecesaii^ 
of an additional number of baggage-wagons, which he promiaed 
to procure. 

Owen Jones reported that William Sellers said be wonid 
consult a friend whom he usually advises with, about printing 
our Remonstrance and Prolesi, and would be determined by his 
advice, and that William Bradford promised to publish it is his 
next paper. 

Such of our number who had agreed to apply for writs oT 
habeas corpus, had a meeting together, when they were drawu 
up and sent off by Levi Hollingsworth and Benjamin Bryan, to 
Thomas M'Kean and John Evans, lately appointed Ih the cha> 
racters of Justices of the Supreme Court of the present system 
of government. The writs applied for, being nine in number, 
were for 

Israel Pemberton, William Drewet Smith, 

James Pemberton, Thomas Gilpin, 

Samuel Pleasants, Charles Eddy, 

Thomas Affleck, Charles Jervis. 
Thomas Pike, 

The committee appointed to draw up a remonBtrance to 
Congress, in answer to their publications against us, represented: 
that, as we were likely to be hurried away by the Council, not- 
withstanding they had referred our business to Congress, th&y 
had thought it best to address the papers to the people, and laid 
before us an essay Utey had prepared, which was read, but not 
having time to correct it for the press, we delivered it to our 
friend, Owen Jones, desiring him, in conjunction with some 
other friends, to revise and correct it, and if they thought pro- 
per to puUish it in our names, or make such other use of it as 
they might think expedient. 

Sundry wagons, for our removal, were driven into Lodge 
Alley, about three o'clock io the afternoon, attended with a 
military guard ; soon after, Lewis Nicola came and gave ua. 
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a copy of a let(«r from Thomas Wharton, jou., to him, direct- 
ing the manner of oar removal to be as follows: 

"IN COUNCIL. 

"PiiilwlelphU, September lOth, I7T7. 
'SiK,— 

" The gentlemcQ of the Light Horse have made earnest 
application to be allowed to join General Washington, and to 
be released from the journey to Virginia. Their request is 
laudable,' but it comes inconveniently, and makes some new 
provision^needful for escorting the prisoners at the Lodge. At 
present it is proposed to entrust the direction of this business to 
(two gentlemen of the troop ami a competent number of yonr 
City Guards, mounted on horseback, as far as Reading. Your 
sentiments on this scheme, if you see any difficulty, are re- . 
iquired. It is hoped that the number necessary will be small; 
ithis wiU perhaps be better seen after the journey has been en- 
tered a lew miles. 

" I am, sir, your very humble servant, 

" Tbouab Wharton, jun, 

" President. 
« To Cdond Nioola." 

Alexander Nesbitt and Samuel Caldwell attended, of whom 
we demanded a copy of their instructions respecting us, which 
they refused, and would not even read them to us, as a matter 
of right. After much altercation, Samuel Caldwell read them, 
as he informed us, thou^ it aj^ared afterward he kept back a 
material part 

As they refused us a copyrf these instructions, and insisted 
on our immediate removal, notwithstanding we informed them 
that writs of habeas corpus were seat for, it was thought no- 
cessary to make a protest against their proceedings, before 
some of our friends, which was done accordingly, and corn- 
emitted to writing in the presence of Owen Jones, Isaac Wharton, 
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John Reynelb. Dr. Hatchinson, John Brown, and Joseph Briag- 
hurst 

(For the protest under date of Sth September, 1777, see 
page 113.) 

Phineas Bond having had thoogfats of giving hia parole, if 
the terms be proposed were admitted, apfJied for that purpose, 
but being disappointed, letumed and informed us he was de- 
termined to go with us rather than comply by signing the parole 
oSered him ; bat hia name being struck ofi* the Hst read to us, 
Lewis Nicola refused sending him with our company, and he 
informed him he was to remain in his custody. 



JOUBNEY TO VIRGINIA. 

0th month, 11th. — About five o'clock we were compelled, 
»ome by actual force, and some by force being admitted, to 
take seals in a number of wagons, and were driven throuf^ 
the city, to the Falls of Schuylkill — a spectacle to the people. 

Thua, by the bold attempt of a set of men who had ^rust 
themselves into power, there was accomplished an affair, which 
has no parallel in history. A people v?ho had professedly fiaea 
up in opposition to what they called an arbitrary exercise of 
power, were in a little time so lost to every idea of liberty, aa 
to see, without dreading the consequences, the very foundation 
of freedom torn op. And men were found who would under- 
take the esecutioo of the mandates of Council without inquiring 
ioto the justice of them. 

This, however, U not an imputation upon all the citizens of 
Philadelphia ; for, from the first of our imphsoamwt, a great 
number of them of most denominatioos, publicly expressed their 
abhorrence of the measures taken against us ; and during our 
confinement we were every day visited by the most respectable 
characters of the community. On the day of our removal, not 
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only the house in which wa were confined, but the streets iead* 
ing to it, were crowded by men, women, and children, who by 
their countenances, sufficiently though silently expressed the 
grief they felt on the occasion. 

We reached Palmer's taTem some time aR«r dark. The 
bouse not affording room or convenience to lodge us, leave was 
given us to go with some of our iriends in the neighbourhood, 
several of whom attended to invite us, John Vandorin, Joseph 
Warner, and Dr. William Smith, who entertained ua with 
kindness and hospitality. 

12ih of 9th month. — We collected at Palmer's tavern, and 
set out between 8 and 9 o'clock, and reached the Black Horse, 
Hamilton's tavern, about IS miles from Philadelphia, about 10 
o'clock, and went about three miles further, to Archibald 
Thompson's. Our friends, John Parrish and John Foreman, who 
accompanied us from town, took an afiectionate leave of us. 
We stopped about sunset at the Widow Lloyd's tavern, about 
thirty miles from Philadelphia, but as we coutd not be accom- 
modated there, we went on to Potisgrove, which we reached 
between seven and eight o'clock, thirty-seven miles from Phila- 
delphia. Several of our kind friends came to the tavern and 
invited us to their houses. As soon as we arranged we went 
with ^em and lodged at the houses of the Widow Potts, Samuel 
Potts, John Potts, David Potts, and Thomas Rutter, agreeing 
lo meet our guards at the tavern, about eight o'clock neit 
morning. 

13th of 9th month.- — We met according to appointment, and 
as part of our baggage was leA behind, we urged the necessity 
of staying here till it came up ; being advised tliat several of 
our friends in Philadelphia were using endeavours to forward 
it Some of our company not having a second shirt, or their 
warm cktthing, we remonstrated about being sent away with- 
out ii, and our escort agreed we ritoukl remain at Pottsgrove 
till to-morrow at seven o'clock. 

We discovered to-day that William Antis, who holds the ap- 
poiittment of sub-lieutenant of the county, had been sent to, fw 



:dbv Google 



jooBmr TO viBouru. tSS 

anistSDoei and ws had reason to believe our detentioo here bad 
been misreprenented to him, as well aa a message sent by Peter 
De Haven to Reading. About three o'clock William Antis 
came to us, there having come near twenty armed men by his 
order, before that time. He urged the necessity of our going 
c^, ahhot^h before we could have got ready it would have 
been very late, and obliged us to ride most of the way in the 
night, in great danger of our lives, from the extreme badness 
of the roads; end it was with difGculty he was prevailed on 
Co permit our staying till morning. 

Here it is proper to remark that in our conference with S. 
Caldwell end A. Nesbitt, at twelve o'clock, the former of his 
own accord fully confirmed, as we had before stated, that he 
had further orders concerning us, as he theii read instructions 
firom the Board of War, signed by Richard Peters, directed 
to be handed by them to the several lieutenants of the couoties 
through which we should pass on our way to Virginia, a copy 
of which wai refused us ; but it was afterwards obtained and 
will af^ar. 

Potlsgrova, 14th day of 9th month, 1777.'^Thi8 moming 
Levi Hollingsworth and Benjamin Bryant arrived with the 
writs of habeas corpus, for nine of our number, aUoioed by 
TTmmat MKean, Chief Justice, which were regularly served ob 
Samuel Caldwell and Alexander Nesbitt, who refused to obey 
them. 

Those among us who had not been included in the above 
writs, now agreed to send them forward for acceptance, which 
was accordingly done by Benjamin Bryant, and it since appears 
that Naibiiniel Walker agreed to accompany him. The names 
of those pers<His now applying are as follows : 
John Hunt, Elijah Brown, 

Edward Pennington. Miers Fisher, 

William Smith, (broker,) Henry Drinker, 

Thomas Fisher, Owen Jones, Jr., 

John Pemberton, Samuel Rowland Fisher. 

Thomas Wharton, 
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About Dine o'cloclc we took leave of our kind fi'iends nt 
Pottsgrove, who had treated us with an extraordinary degree 
of hospitality, and expressed much sympathy for us, and a high 
approbation of our conduct We passed through Bishop's 
Town, and arrived at Reading about two o'clock. 

On going through the town there appeared to be much enmity 
among the people, and some stones were thrown at us. This 
disposition was probably raised by a letter written by Samuel 
Caldwell to Jacob Morgan, called lieutenant of Bucks County, 
in which we were informed by Daniel Levan, he represented 
we had refused lo leave Pottsgrove, and were endeavouring to 
procure ourselves to be rescued, which they said was the cause 
of the armed men going to Pottsgrove to assist our guards in 
compelling us to come forward. 

On our getting into the Widow Withington's, a house pro- 
vided for us, we found ourselves made close prisoners. Guards 
were put round the house, and the face of every thing much 
changed. Our friends, Isaac Zane and James Starr, comiug 
10 the door to speak to us, were violently pulled away, struck, 
and stoned, the former of whom was considerably bruised and 
hurt. 

Our friends were kept from us. Samuel Morris, who kindly 
sent us a dinner and some wine, soon afiter our arrival, being 
the only person admitted ; for it did not appear any provision 
had been made for us. In the evening we were informed that 
our friends could freely see us to-morrow. About five o'clock 
we sat down together in retirement, and thought a cloud seemed 
to hang over as, yet some comfort and consolation was in 
mercy extended. 

Reading, ISth of 9th month. — This morning Alexander 
Nesbitt set off for Philadelphia, as we apprehended to take 
advice respecting us ; and we wrote by him to our families. 

Our friend, Benjamin Lighlfoot, sent us a plentiful dinner, 
and Edward Blddle, James Biddle, and Reynald Keen, furnidied 
us with wine. 

About four o'clock, Benjamin Bryant and Nathaniel Walker 
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retnroed with the writs of habeas corpus, which had been allowed 
by T^cmaa MKean, Chief Jostico. Nathaniel Walker, after re- 
maining some time with us, went toward the inn returning home 

ID Pottsgrove, and was called by Nagel to take the testa, 

and OD his declining to do il, he was committed to jail. As he 
was employed only in the execution of a legal process un- 
known to as, it appeared a cruei case. Proper care was taken 
to supply him with bedding, &c., and his case recommended 
to our friends. Isaac Zane, Jan., came up from Philadelphia, 
and brought us letters from our friends, which were examined 
by Samuel Morris, who had the care of us, in the temporary 
absence of Samuel Caldwell. 

Our supper this evening was sent us by Benjamin Lightfoot 
Several of our friends had visited us during the day. 

16th and 17th of Olh month. — In the evening Alexander 
Nesbitt came up and brought us letters. They brought up a 
printed bill, introduced into the House of Assensbly on the 15th 
inst., and read twice and passed on the 16th, to justify the 
President and Council in their arbitrary and unjust proceed- 
ings against us. It was to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act, 
and deprive us and others from a trial, and the rights and pri- 
vil^es secnred by the law to freemen. 

It hoMs up a striking picture of the measures carrying on 
against the liberties of Pomsylvania, and we think it right to 
insert here a copy of it ; as follows : 



See the Pennsylvania Evening Post, vol. 3, No. 406. Thurs- 
day, September 18, 1777. 

" An Act to empower the Supreme Executive Council of this 
Commonwealth, to provide for the security thereof in special 
cases where no provision is already made by law. 

" Whereas, the preservation of this State and all its members. 
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and of the army acting in support thereof, at the time of a 
hostile invasion, may require the immediate interposition of the 
Supreme Executive Council, when the judicial powers of the 
Government cannot, in the ordinary course of law, sufficiently 
provide for its security. 

'* And whereas, for this important purpose the Supreme Ex- 
ecutive Council of this Commonwealth have lately, at the re- 
commendation of Congress, taken up several persons who have 
refused to give to the Stale the common assurance of their 
fidelity and peaceable behaviour, as required by law, and it is 
apprehended that there are still more such persons among us, 
who cannot at this juncture be safely trusted with their free- 
d<Hn without giving proper security to the public. 

" Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the 
Representatives of the freemen of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the 
same, that it may and shall be lawful for the President, or Vice- 
President, and the members of the Supreme Executive Council 
of this State, or any two of them, either upon the recommen- 
dation of Ccmgress, or at the requisition of the commander-in- 
chief of the army, or the commander of a division or corps in 
the same, or upon the information of any credible subject of 
Ibis or any other of the United States, to arrest any person or 
persons within this Commonwealth, who shall be suspected 
from any of his or her acts, writings, speeches, conversations, 
travels, or other behaviour, to be disaffected to the community 
of this, or all, or any of the United States of America, or lo be 
an harbinger of the common enemy, who is at our gates, or 
give mediate or immediate intelligence and warning to their 
commanders, by letters, messengers, or tokens, or by dis- 
couraging people from taking up arms for the defence of the 
country, or spreading false news, or doing any other thing to 
subvert the good order and regulations which are or may be 
made and pursued for Uie safety of the country, and to seize 
and examine such papers in their possession as shall in any 
wise affect the public ; and the same persons being arrested, to 
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conRiie or remove them to any dittant place, vbare it will be 
out of their power to distui^ the peace and safety of the Stales ; 
or to tender to them the oalli or affirmation of allegiance and 
fidelity to the State, as directed by law ; and upon the lakiog 
and subscribing (he same to enlarge them, or to demand and 
take s&ch further and other security and assurance from them 
as (he said President or Vice-President and Council, or any two 
(rf them, in their discretion shaU think proper, or as the parti- 
cular circumstances of the case may require. 

" And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, ^at 
the President, Vice-President, and other members of the Su- 
preme Executive Council of this Cwnmonweahh, and ali per- 
sons acting by their special command in Wte premises, shall be 
and are her^y fully and absolutely indeiDDtfied and saved 
harmless from all process, suits, and actions, that shall or may 
be hereafter sued, commenced, prosecuted, or brought against 
ibem, or any or either of thran, for, or in respect of any of their 
orders or proceedings heretofore issued and had upon the re- 
commendation of Congress, or which they shall hereafter issue, 
and have by virtue of this act. And that no judge or officer of 
the Supreme Court, or any inferior court within this Common- 
wealth, shall issue or allow of any writ of habeas corpus, or 
other remedial writ to obstruct the proceedings of the said 
Executive Council against suspected persons in this time irf 
imminent danger to the Slate. 

" Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, by the 
authority aforesaid, that this act shall be in force to the end of 
the first sitting of the next General Assembly of this C<Mnmon- 
wealth and no longer- 

"Enacted into a law, the sixteenth day of September, in the 
year of cwr Lord, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
seven. 

" JoaW BiYARD, 

" ^waker. 
" JoBH Moaxis, 

■* Clerk of General Assembly." 
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Beadii^. 18th day of Slh month. — This moraiog Samud 
Morris acquainted us wa were to be sent ofiT to-morrow to 
Winchester, in Virginia, and that no regard ^ould be paid to 
the writs of habeas corpus. 

As we were about to be delivered over to Jacob Morgan, 
Liflutenaat of Berks County, wo represented to bim as follows : 

1. That our stores needful for subsistence in travelling had 
not come on, nor our clothing, though by our letters tbey are 
on the road. 

S. The two baggage- wagons which came with us have gone 
away ; and no others provided in their place. The two addi- 
tional ones promised by Thomas Mifflin, to carry the residue 
of the stores, have not come on. 

8. Two of the travelling wagons which brought us have Idl 
us, and a third rendered useless. Four wagons ought to be 
added to those now here. 

4. John Pemberton, one of the prisoners, is very much indis- 
posed, and wholly unfit to be removed. 

To which we never received any answers. 

Soon in the day, Alexander Nestntt and Jacob Morgan came 
to us, and Michael Hiliegas and George Nagel were called in 
at our request as witnesses. 

Alexander Nesbitt called over our names, end was about to 
deliver us to the care of Jacob Morgan, previous to which we 
served on him the last writs of habeas corpus, for eleven of our 
members, which being read and delivered in due form, in pre- 
sence of said witnesses, he was charged in the name of us all, 
on his peril not to remove us in the manner Ihey were about to 
do, but to pay due regard to the said writs. He neverthelen 
persisted, and delivered us over to the said Jacob Morgan. 
The said Michael Hiliegas aitd George Nagel have certified 
the service of the said writs, as follows: 

Henry Drinker, Habeas corpus directed to Sa- 

Samuel Rowland Fisher, muel Caldwell, Alexander Nes- 

Hiers Fisher, bitt, Jacob Morgan, John Oldt, 
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ENjah Brown, and Josepf) Hutton, retuniable 

John Hunt, fotthwilh before chief justice. 

Owen Jones, jun., .... - The like writ. 
William Smith, (broker,) .... The like writ. 
Tbomas Fisher, ..-...- The like writ. 

Tbonaas Wharton, The like writ. 

Edward Pennington, . - . . . The like writ. 
John Pemberton,. ..... The like writ. 

" The above writs were served on Alexander Nesbitt and 
Jacob Moi^n, who then had the parties above named in their 
custody at Reading, in the county of Berks, in the presence of 
us. On this 16th day of September, 1777. 

** MiOHAXL HnJi-ROAS. 

" Gioxoa Naoeu" 



On conversing with A. Nesbitt, we found he had some further 
instructions conceniing us, wnicn at our request, be read to us. 
This proved to be a new warrant, dated the sixteenth inst, 
signed by George Bryan, Vice-President ; tested by Timothy 
Mallack, Secretary, and sealed with the lesser seal 

This afternoon, the two wagons from Philadelphia with the 
remainder of our stores airived here. 

Miers Fisber wrote a letter to Tbomas M'Kean, Chief 
Justice, informing him of our situation, and sent it by Benjamin 
Bryant. The fallowing is a copy, 

Reiding, Septamber 19, ITTT. 
TO THOMAS h'keAN, ESQ. 

Restcctgd Fuiend, 

From Pottstown, I wrote thee a short note in behalf of my- 
self and fellow -sufferers, requesting thee to allow writs of habeas 
corpus for eleven of us. The messengers, Benjamin Bryant 
and Nathaniel Walker, returned here <hi second day with them. 
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" aUoaed" We are sorry to iDform ibee that some of the 
justices of this town ordered Nathaniel Walker, (a young man 
who o&red his services voluntarily, and went with Benjamifl 
Bryant without our knowledge as a guide and companion,) to 
be arrested and brought before them, and tendered him the 
"Test," and upon hia declining to take it, committed him a 
close prisoner to the common jail. 

We consider this to be a breach of that privilege which per- 
sons executing civil process are entitled to, and an insult to the 
office of Chief Justice, whose writ he was entrusted to serve. 
We recommend his case to thy notice, and doubt not but if 
thou should concur with us in opinion, thou will grant a 
supersedeas to his commitment, and permit him to return to 
his mother, at Pottsgrove. 

We informed thee by those messengers, that our keepers 
were regularly served with ihe writs for those nine of us which 
were first applied for, and " allowed" We now acquaint thee 
that this day, the writs for the remaining eleven were also 
served on Alexander Nesbilt and Jacob Morgan, as will appear 
by the inclosed certificate, signed by the gentlemen who attended 
as witnesses. 

Alexander Nesbitt read us a paper, signed by the Secretary 
of Coimcil, by which it appears he was ordered to. deliver us 
here to Jacob Alorgan and John Oldt, and by which they were 
directed to forward us from county to county, to Winchester, 
in Virginio, and accordingly, after calling us by name, de- 
livered us to Jacob Morgan, and soon after left the town. 

Jacob Morgan, upon being required to obey the writs, gave 
us for answer, that he knew the natare of writs of " habeas 
corpus," but ihat he had positive orders which be must obey. 
In this situation we now are, and have received notice to be ' 
ready to move forward toward Winchester to-morrow. We 
thought it to be our duty to acquaint thee with these circum- 
stances, that thou might have an opportunity to lake such steps 
as thou should think proper, either to enforce obedience to 
them, or evince to the world that no fault lays with thee. 
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We consider thy allowing these writs as a proof, not only of 
thy knowledge of the rights of freemen, but of thy desire to 
support them, as far aa thy power extends, and as thou hast 
done thy part, and art entitled to the perquisites of thy office, 
we send by the bearer seventeen pounds ten shillings, being the 
stim to which twenty writs amount, at the rate of fees esta- 
blished by law. 

We sincerely wish thy attention to the rights of mankind ia 
this, and all other instances that nnay come before thee, and 
are thy real well-wishers. In behalf of my fellow-suf&rers. 
I am, with due respect, thy friend. 

MlERS FlSBSB. 

Reading, 20th of Oth month. — Nothing material took place 
yesterday, except that several Friends from Exeler and Maiden 
Creek came to see us, and brought us provisions. About no<«i, 
Jacob Morgan and Daniel Levan acquainted us we were to go off 
to-day; and Jacob Morgan delivered us over to Daniel Levan, 
read us the last warrant and instructions, dated the 16th inst., 
signed by George Bryan, respecting us, and promised us a 
copy of it. 

William Lewis, Esq., who left Philadelphia in the morning, 
brought us letters, and an agreeable account of our several 
families. 

2l3t of 9th month. — Most of our baggage being put in three 
wagons, and our stores in a fourth, we were ready to set off; 
but our friend, John Femberton, having been much indisposed 
for several days past, and now not fit to be removed, thou^ he 
was resigned to go or stay, the matter was mentioned to 
Danie) Levan, who was very kindly disposed, but on consultii^ 
with Shoemaker and Christ, they determined he should proceed, 
which unkind conduct needs no comment. 

Most of us set off about ten o'clock, passed over the ford of 
Schuylkill, dined at Womelsdorf, and reached Lebanon before 
dark, where we were very kindly and courteously received, 
and entertained by the inhabitants and neighbours, who pre- 
pared for us. 
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Curtis Grubb, Esq., went about from house to house to see 
that we were treated with kinduess, and desired to know if any 
person should atlempt to treat us in an ungenteel manner, that 
he might call them to account. He acted in the Etatiim of 
lieutenant of Lancaster, having here a batlalion of American 
troopa under his command, who with some of the lower class 
of people did not seem kindly disposed towards us. yet by his 
attention ttiey were kept quiet. In all parts of bis behaviour, 
he seemed desirous to make our condition as easy as possible. 

There are contined here about six hundred Hessians, and 
about three hundred more left the town two days ago for Win- 
chester ; these were of the Hessians taken at Trenton on ihe 
night of the S4lh of 12th month last. 

32d day of 9th month. — We left Lebanon about ten o'clock, 
dined at Hummeltown: while there several of our company went 
abotit a mile to see the great cave, a subterranean cavern sup- 
ported internally by limestone rocks, through which the water 
dripping in many places, forms pillars, or petrifies. The water 
turns to stone any object on which it falls, as straw, leaves, &c. 

We crossed the Swatara creek, and reached Harris's Ferry 
in the evening, where John Harris entertained us with the best 
be had; though our lodgings were by do means decent or 
clean. The house is of sixty-four feet front, and well built and 
finished. 

We have passed, during the last three days through a very 
fertile country, between the North and South mountains. 

28th day of 9th month. — About nine o'clock our four bag- 
gage wagons were driven into the Susquehanna River at the 
ford, about a mile over, and followed immediately by two one- 
borse chairs, seven of our company, and one of our servants 
on horseback ; the next partly in two canoes, and partly in the 
carriages, attended by seven guards on horseback. We reached 
the western shore about eleven o'clock. The water, crossing, 
was about three feet in depth. On landing, we received a 
present of six large rockfish, sent us by William Patterson, 
who lives in the neighbourhood. We reached Carlisle about 
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four o'clock, where we met with an agreeable receptioo. We 
stopped at White's tavern, where several of the inhabitants 
came to see us ; but the inn not affording sufficient sccommoda- 
tion, six of 1)8 accepted invitations to lodge out ftmong the iii> 
habitants, where we were very kindly entertained. 

Carlisle, 34lh and SStb of 9th oumth. — Unlading and ad- 
justing our baggage ; remained at the inn, jcc 35th, morning. 
Daniel Levan having let us know the wagons were ready 
again, our stores and baggage were put into them, to go off 
in (he morning. We received a letter from Doctor Kearsly, 
now closely confined in the county jail, exi»%ssing a desire to 
see us ; but as it could not be done without giving offence, we 
declined it, but sent him a verbal message by Charles Lukens. 

We now demanded of Daniel Levan, copies of the papers 
he had related to us ; and he left them with us for the purpose. 
They are as follows, certified by him. 

"IN CODNCIL. 

"PbiltdelpbiB, September lOtfa, 1T7T. 
«SiR, 

" The subject of the present letter is the removal of several 
gentlemen of this city, by orders of Council, and of the State^ 

" They have uniformly manifested, in their general conduct 
and conversation, a disposition highly inimical to the cause of 
America. Their stay of course in this city, in the time of in- 
vasion and danger, is become highly improper. 

" You will find by the enclosed instructions the place they 
are destined for, and the mode of removing them. Messrs. 
Alexander Nesbitt and Samuel Caldwell, two of the hght 
horse militia of this city, with a party of City Guards on horse- 
back, are the escort to Reading. These gentlemen will be able 
to inform you of the guard it will be proper to send forward, 

" The first plan was to send a sufficient party of these light 
horse to Virginia, but the present approach of General Howe, 
calls them to camp. I therefore must request you to look out 
10 
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for a person of humanity, good breeding, and flrmnesa, to 
superintend the further conreyBnce of these gentlemen to 
Staunton, and to assist with a proper escort mounted on 
horseback. * 

" You may see by the instructions for this officer, which are 
enclosed, that all politeness towards the prisoners, and due 
Attention to their comfort is desired ; every charge from you 
on this head will doubtless be given. . 

" I fiend you by John Oldt, Esq., the sum of five hundred 
pounds, to be applied to defray the expensea of the journey. 
Messrs. Alexander Nesbitt and Samuel Caldwell have received 
the sum of one hundred pounds, for the same purpose, till the 
prisoners are delivered to you; they will pay you the remainder, 
after providing for their own charges homeward. 

" You have also with this letter, an order directed to the 
lieutenants and sub-lieutenants of Lancaster and Cumberland 
counties, to give you every necessary assistance, and Messrs. 
Alexander Nesbitt and Samuel Caldwell will deliver to you 
die despatches for the War Office of Congress, relative to their 
passage through Maryland and Virginia, and reception at 
Staunton. It will be proper that you add to these an open letter 
to the lieutenants and sub-lieulenants of Lancaster and Cumber- 
land counties, and all other officers of this Slate and elsewhere, 
attesting and certifying that your superintendent is the officer 
entrusted with this business- 

" The light wagons must necessarily go on, and likewise the 
heavy ones, unless others are substituled. This information is 
given betimes, that no delay may take place at Reading. 
" Tbohas Whartov, Jr., 

" President," 

Endorsed, 

" To Colonel Jacob Morgan, Lieutenant of the County of 
Berks. 

" A true copy, taken from and compared with the original. 
" Daniel Levan, Jb. 
•• Cblidv, BepbnntMr SMh, 1777." 
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"IN COUNCIL. 

"Fhiladelphio, Seplember 10th, 1777. 



** SiK, 

"The bearer hereof, Daniel Levan, Esq., is appointed by 
Colonel Jacob Morgan, to superintend an escort, conducting a 
number of disaffected persons to Staunton, in Virginia, by 
order of Council ; any assistance which may be found neces- 
sary in this duty, you are hereby requested to afford them. 
" I am, with great respect, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" Georqx Bktah, 

" Vice-President. 

" To the lientenaiita and sub-lieutenants of the counties of 
Lancaster and Cumberland." 

" A true copy, taken from the original. 

" Daniel Levak, Jk. 
"Carliils, Se]Heml>«r aSth, 1777." 

N. B. — This was sent to Reading with a blank space for the 
bearers' names, which was filled up by Jacob Morgan, with the 
name of Daniel Levan, Esq. 

"IN COUNCIL. 

"PhUidslplug.SBptomberlOlh, 1777. 

" Instructions to the gentlemen to whom Colonel Jacob Mor- 
gan, Lieutenant of Berks County, shall commit the charge of 
certain prisoners, sent from Philadelphia, for Staunton, in Vir- 
ginia, under the conduct of Messrs. Alexander Nesbitt and 

, who are to deliver them to the said Colonel 

Morgan, at Reading. 

" You will proceed by the common road through Carlisle with 
these persons, to Staunton, in Augusta, in the State of Virginia. 
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You will send them with light, covered wagona, in such manner 
as not to be crowded. Your careful attendance throughout 
will be necessary. Every suitable accommodation should 'he 
procured for them on the way. But while you manifest polite- 
DGSS and tenderness, a proper degree of firmness and watchful- 
ness will also be required. 

" With these instruclions, you have an order directed to the 
lieutenants and sub-lieutenants of Lancaster and Cumberiand 
counties, to aid you in all cases which may be needful. 

" If the gentlemen prisoners, or any of them, prefer carriages 
provided by themselves, they are to be permitted to use them, 
but they are to keep them through the journey. 

" When you get into Maryland and Virginia, you will look 
into the despatches from the War Office, and lake directions 
from ihem. 

"You will, we doubt not, in consequence, be assisted by the 
ofBcers of these States, and on your arrival at Staunton, the 
prisoners are to be received and treated according to their 
stations. 

" The proper sum of money wilt be advanced by Colonel 
Morgan, to defray the expenses of the gentlemen committed to 
your care. Of the escort, the wagons, and all other expenseSi 
a regular account should be kept, and vouchers preserved. 

" Here follows a list of the prisoners, to wit : 
James Pemberton, Israel Femberton, 

Miers Fisher, John Hunt, 

John Pemberton, Thomas Pike, 

Samuel Pleasants, Thomas Fisher, 

Thomas Gilpin, Henry Drinker, 

Samuel Fisher, (son of Joshua,) Elijah Brown, 

Owen Jones, jun., William Smith, (broker,) 

Edward Pennington, Thomas Wharton, 

William Drewet Smith, Charles Jervis, 

Charles Eddy, Thomas Affleck. 

" Extract from ttie minutes. 

" Timothy Matlaok, 
" Secretary." 
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** A true copy, taken from and compared with the origioaL 

" Daniel Letan, Jun. 
" Carlhle, fieplamber 25Ui, 1T77." 



" Pennsylvania, ss. 

[lb.] "IN COUNCIL. 

" Philadelphia, September IE, 17TT. 
" Whereas, Israel Pemberton, James Fetnbertcm, John Pem- 
berton, Thomas Wharlon, Thomas Fisher, (son of Joshua,) 
John Hunt, Miers Fisher, Samuel Fisher, (son of Joshua.) 
Edward Pennington, Henry Drinker, Samuel Pleasants, Owen 
Jones, JUD., Thomas Gilpin, Charles Jervia, Thomas Affleck, 
Williaret Drenet Smith, Thomas Pike, William Smith, (broker,) 
Elijah Brown, and Charles Eddy, have, in consequence of the 
recommendation of Congress, been arrested by the- Supreme 
Executive Council of P^insylvania, as persons whose uniform 
conduct and conversation has evidenced that they are highly 
inimical to the thirteen United States of 
George Bryan, North America, and to the Commonwealth 
Vice-PresidenL of Pennsylvania in particular, they having 
also declined to give any assurance of alle- 
giance to this State, as of right they ought ; and whereas, it 
appears necessary for the public safety at this time, when the 
State is invaded by a large army of enemies, that the said per- 
sons and every of ihem should be removed from the county of 
Philadelphia and secured at some place remote from the army 
of the enemy. 

" These are, therefore, to authorize, and empower, and require 
Samuel Caldwell and Alexander Nesbitt, with proper necessary 
assistants, to receive the bodies of the said Israel Pemberton, 
James Pemberton, John Pemberton, John Hunt, Thomas Fisher, 
(son of Joshua,) Thomas Wharton, Owen Jones, jon., Samuel 
Fisher, (son of Joshua,) Samuel Pleasants, Thomas Affleck, 
Miers Fisher, Thomas Pike, Thomas Gilpin, William Drewet 
Smith, William Smith, (broker,) Elijah Brown, Edward Pen- 
nington, Henry Drinker, Charles Jervis, and Charles Eddy, 
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from Lewis Nicola, Esq., hi nhose keeping they have been 
holden, and them, and every of them to convey and conduct to 
Reading, in Berks County, and there to deliver to Jacob Mor- 
gan, Esq., Lieutenant of the said county of Berks, or to John 
Oldt, Esq., one of the sub-lieutenants of the said county of 
Berks. And you, the said Jacob Morgan, and you, the said 
John Oldt, or either of you, or by persons by you or either of 
you appointed, are hereby commanded and authorized to re- 
ceive into your custody, or the custody of either of you, the 
bodies of the said Israel Pemberton, John Hunt, James Fern- 
berlon, John Pemberton, Thomas Wharton, Edward Penning- 
ton, Henry Drinker, Thomas Fisher, (sod of Joshua.) Miers 
Fislier, Thomas Gilpin, Samuel Fisher, (son of Joshua,) Owen 
Jones, Samuel Pleasants, Charles Jervis, Thomas Affleck, 
William Drewet Smith, Thomas Pike, William Smith, (broker,) 
Elijah Brown, and Charles Eddy, from the said Samuel Cald- 
well and Alexander Nesbitt, as aforesaid, and any and every of 
them ihe said persons represented as inimical and dangerous, 
wilh the aid and hdp of proper and effectual assistants, to con- 
voy and conduct to the town of Winchester, in the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, there to be secured and detained till further 
orders can be had concerning them, and meanwhile to be 
treated, as well on the road to Winchester as in and after 
arrival there, wKh all the humanity and attention their cha- 
racters and stations require, not inconsistent with the securing 
of their persons. And the lieutenants and sub-lieutenants of the 
several counties of this State, and all otficers of militia within 
the same, are hereby required to be aiding to the said Samuel 
Caldwell and Alexander Nesbitt, Jacob Morgan and John 
Oldt, and the persons employed by them in conveying and 
carrying the inimical and dangerous persons aforesaid, in the 
manner and to the place above mentioned. 

Given under the Less Seal of the Common- 
[lwA.] wealth of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, 

the day and year above written. 
" Attest, TtHOTsr Matlack, 
•* Secretary." 
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" A true copy, takea from the original, and compared there* 
with, per 

" Dahiel Lkvak, Jun. 
"CwIUe, Septonbar 95th, 1T7T.*- 

" A list of the prisoners ordered by the Supreme Executive 
Council, agreeably to the recommendatioD of Congress, to be 
removed to Staunton, in Augusta County, in the State of Vir- 
ginia : 

James Pemberton, John Hunt, 

Henry Drinker, Charles Jervis, 

Israel Pemberton, William Drewet Smith, 

John Pemberton, Charles Eddy, 

Samuel Fleasants, Thomas Ptke, 

Thomas Wharton, Owen Jones, Jr^ 

Thomas Fisher, (sod of Joshua,) Edward Pennington, 
Samuel Fisher, (son of Joshua,) William Smith, (broker,) 
Miers Fisher, Elijah Brown, 

Thomas Gilpin, Thomas Affleck. 



SepterabBT IDtli, 1T77." 



' TmoTHi Matlack, 

" Secretary. 



■■ Wu Offioe, Saptembn lOtfa, 1TT7. 

" The within-mentioned persons, prisoners, taken and con6ned 
by the Honourable, the Executive Council of Pennsylvania, will 
be guarded through this State, on their way to Staunton, in 
Augusta County, in "Virginia, where they are directed to reside, 
and to which place they are to be safely conveyed by direction 
of the said Council ; but after passing the limits of this State, 
the lieutenants of the counties, or commanding officers of the 
militia of the several counties in the States of Maryland and 
Virginia, adjacent to, or through which the road to Staunton 
runs, are desired to fumii^ proper guards, from time to time, 
within the aeveral jurisdictions, as occasion may require, taking 
care that no uoneceuary delay is used, and exercinog every 
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indulgence towards the prisoners consistent witb the ufety of 
their persons. Every means is to be used to expedite the journey. 
The officers of the guards, from time to time, will see that the 
prisoners are treated agreeably to their characters and be- 
haviour, but will prevent their spreading abroad any papers 
through the country, or by other means, under the mask of 
justifying themselves, disseminating sedition, discord, and UO' 
easiness among the good peofde of these Stales. These orders 
to be delivered over by the officer first receiving it, to his suc- 
cessor, and finally to be lodged with the beutenaat or com- 
manding officer of militia, in Augusta County, Virginia, 
together with the letter directed to him. 

" By order of the Board of War. 

"BioBASD Peters, 

" Secretary." 



"Rwdiuf, ficptembei tTth, 1TTT. 

*' As I have seen the orders of the Executive Council of 
Fennsylvauia, who have had the management of this business, 
whereby it appears the prisoners are not to proceed to 
Staunton, I have detained the letter to the lieutenant of Augusta, 
mentioned above, and as no doubt Congress have sent orders 
for iheir being detained at Winchester, the lieutenant of the 
county will be pleased to regulate himself by any order of 
Congress which may be produced by him, if no such order 
appears. The above directions are to be pursued. 

" RicHiBD Petebs, 

" Secretary at War." 

" A true copy, taken from and compared with the original 
" Dakiel Levait, Jr. 
" Cvhalt, Saptemlm SAb, 1777." 
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" GSHTLXIIKlfr— 

" The President aod Council, by a special war- 
[i-B.] rant, under the leas seal of the Commoowealtb 
of Feonsylvania, to me directed, have ordered 
the removal of several gentlemen from this place to Winchester, 
in Virginia, there to remain under a proper guard, until further 
orders. They have uniformly manifested in their general cha- 
racter and coDversation, a disposition highly inimical to the 
cause of America. 

*' These are, therefore, to attest and certify that I have 
nominated, constituted, and appointed Daniel Levan, Jr., Esq., 
High Sberifl* of Berks County, in the said Commonwealth, the 
officer and superintendent of the said business. 

" And I do hereby, in pursuance of certain powers to me 
given, earnestly request and desire the lieutenant, and sub- 
lieutenant, and all other officers, civil and military, in this Stale 
and elsewhere, to be aiding and assisting in the removal of the 
said gentlemen lo Winchester aforesaid. And that all polite- 
ness to the prisoners and due attention to their comfort is 
earnestly required. 

"Given under my hand and seal, at Reading, in the county 
of Berks, the SOlh day of September, A. D. 1777. 

" Jacob Moroan, 

" Lieutenant" 

" To all lieutenants, sub-lieutenants, and other officers, civil 
and military, in the Slate of Pennsylvania, and elsewhere." 

Endorsed -. 

" To the lieutenants, 8ul>lieutenantB, and all other officers, 
civil and military, in the Thirteen United States of America. 
" Damikl Levan, Jk." 

From these papers may be easily seen the irr^ular manner 
in which the Council proceeded through this whole business. 
An order was made for our removal, and delivered to 
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Alexander Neabilt and Samuel Caldwell, a copy of vhich we 
have not procured. That only related to our journey as far as 
Reading. From thence we were to be taken to Sttunton by 
virtue of the papers dated Septeitdwr lOtb, by which it appears 
that Council gare power to Jacc^ Morgan to choose oor con- 
ductor, and fill up a blank space left io the warrant in his 
appointment with his name. 

When the writs of habeas corpus were served on our keepers 
at Fottsgrove, they were at a loss what to do, and the Council 
equally puxzled. Yet, determined to blonder through the 
matter, issued the warrant dated the lOth, which is directed 
to our keepers at Philadelphia, and commands them to re< 
move us to Heading, though we had been removed five day* 
before it was dated. The intention in this jumble of incon* 
aistencies was, probably, to supersede the writs of habeas 
corpus by a warrant of a later date, which they apprehended 
would more readily be obeyed than the writs ; to insure which, 
Ihey procured the Assembly to publish an intended act to in- 
demnify all persons actingcontrary to law onder their authority. 

This bill, though not known at that time to be enacted into a 
law, had the desired efiect, and induced the lieotenant of Berks 
to send us forward. 

Tlie alteration of our residence, from Staunton to Win- 
chester, we understand was made at the instance of Isaac 
Zane, Jr., without our knowledge; but the latter warrant con- 
taining no countermand of former orders, our keepers thought 
it necessary to apply to Richard Peters, who happened to be 
at Reading. He undertook, without consulting the Board of 
War, to write the note dated the 17th, at the foot of the 
directions from that office, and to detain the letter respecting 
us, directed to the lieutenant of Augusta County, not certainly 
knowing thai we should be stopped at Winchester, and without 
giving any instructions to the lieutenant, or to any other person 
there concerning us. 

Carlisle, 36th of 8th montL-— We all put forward b^ra 
eight o'clock, being joined by two additional guards. We met 
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with DO insalt duriog our stay at Carlisle, but on our leaving it, 
a number of armed men, who were on their way to the camp, 
and one of ihem, who preseeted hia gun at most of us, made 
use of abusive and ihreatening language. We dined seven 
miles from Carlisle, at Robert Sample's inn ; he treated us 
kindly, and we set oS* early and reached Shippensburg at four 
o'clock, where we had very good quarters. 

We were confirmed here ia an account we liad at Lebanon, 
that a malicious and false representation of us and of our 
Society, \fy an anonymous writer, which had been published in 
Bradford's paper before we left Philadelphia, had been reprinted 
in a hattdtull by William and Thomas Bradford, aod sent into 
this pan of the country to deceive people, and encourage them 
against us. It is worthy of thankful remembrance, that as we 
were setting together this evening, our minds were drawn into 
a solemn quiet and peace, and we had renewed cause to trust 
in our Great Preserver, whose good presence was sensibly felt 
among us. 

In Thomas Gilpin's Journal, he writes, " Very false ideat 
and information are spread through the country concerning us, 
by which people are grossly imposed upon, and made to be- 
lieve that we are the cause of distress and Uoodshed, instead 
of those who are noily the cause of it ; and which false 
(pinion ought to be set right" 

37lh. — We left Shippensburg about eight o'clock, and 
reached Henry Pauling's, twenty-four miles, at night ; <hi our 
way we stopped at Chamberslown to dinner, but there was 
none to be had. We fed the horses, and got some bread and 
cheese out of our wagons. Henry Pauling's was a private 
bouse, but small ; he treated us very kindly. We had to obtain 
lodging through the neighbourhood. Most of our guards were 
also dispersed. Pour of ut, John Hunt, Thomas Wharton, 
Thomas Fisher, and Miers Fisher, went three miles off the 
road to Dr. Kneavely's tavern. Henry Drinker and Samuel 
FleasantB, to William Allison's. Thomas Gilpin to the Widow 
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Smith's. The remainder of the company well accommodated, 
though several of them laid on straw before the fire. 

36th day of 9th month. — This monitDg, the four persons who 
were at Dr. Kneavely's went forward, and at about four 
miles, met with most of the guards at a house on the road, 
where they had lodged, and concluded to go on to Watkins's 
Ferry, at the Potomac River, to make what provisions they 
could for the company, expecting us all to dine there. 

They stopped at the h<juse on the north side, where the land- 
lord absolutely refused to receive the company, but said they 
could be accommodated at the house on the south side. While 
the horses were crossing the ford,'AdamDrinkhou3e, one of the 
guards, overtoolf them, to stop them ; the rest came up, but on 
■presenting what had passed at the ferry-house, he crossed 
the river with tliem, to wait on the south side. But there was 
no provision made ; every thing was in a wretched state, and 
80 continued from place to place, being at several other places 
refused admittance, till they came to a tavern about twenty 
miles on, called the Red House, kept by Robert Walts, where 
they got some refreshment Some of the company, John Pem- 
bertoR and others, who stayed at Pauling's last night, were not 
satisfied to go on, but stopped at the line of Maryland, about 
three and a half miles, to see the sheriff, and make a protest at 
being taken out of the State of Pennsylvania, and from thence 
to go into Virginia, which they did before witnesses. The 
witnesses were Henry Pauling and William Atkinson, jun., and 
the persons protested against were. William Lower, Leonard 
Thomas, who acted as guards at Chamtierstown, and Beamer, 
the schoolmaster. 

We sent for our friend Edward Beason, who lives about half 
a mile further, who came with Lewis Walker ; and our friends 
Edward Pennington, Owen Jones, jun., William Smith, S. R. 
Fisher, Thomas AfBeck, Charles Eddy, Charles Jervis, Elijah 
Brown, James Pemberton, and Thomas Gilpin, came up, and 
at the Red House, E. Beason's, and Lewis Walker's, stsieen of 
us were lodged. 
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29th. — Israel Fenaberton, John Femberton, Henry Drinker, 
and Samuel Fleasants, had stayed at Robert Watts'B. They, 
together with Thomas Pike and William Drewet Smith, pro- 
tested at Henry Pauling's, near the line of Maryland, and at 
Eli Williams's, on the north side of the Potomac, against l^ing 
sent out of Pennsylvania into Maryland, and thence into Vir- 
ginia, and against the force used to take them. 

We sent ofT a person to our friend Isaac Zane, to inform hiio 
of our coming, and having dioed at about twelve miles, reached 
Winchester at about six o'clock, where we were conducted 
to the Inn of Philip Bush. Thomas Gilpin, Thomas Fisher, 
Samuel R. Fisher, and Miers Fisher, went to Rachael HollingB- 
worth's to lodge. , 

In the evening we met with Isaac Zane, jnn. John Smith, 
Lieutenant of Frederick County, Colonel and Lieutenant- 
Sheriff M'Levan, and Colonel Lowther came to see us. 

Daniel Levan delivered to Lieutenant John Smith, the several 
papers respecting us. They were read in his hearing, and 
some remarks were made. The Lieutenant offered to give us 
the liberty of the town if we would promise not to converse 
with the people on any political subject. 

In answer to this, we told him that our principles restrained 
us from joining in any party strife, contention, or wars ; hut as 
we did not fully understand the extent of his restrictions) it 
would be better for us to consider about them. In the course 
of our conversation he assured us he did not mean to restrict 
us from justifying ourselves. 

In regard to the papers delivered him, he remarked they 
were very much confused, and did not contain such directions 
as would authorize him to take charge of us, as he did not 
look upon himself obliged to obey any orders of Congress or 
the Council of Pennsylvania, unless he had the sanction of the 
executive powers of this government. 

This evening, a packet, directed to the Lieutenant of Augusta 
County, endorsed " War Office, on Public Service," and sent 
forward by our escort from Reading, was opened in the pre- 
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a&ctce of some of us, when it was found to contain nothing but 
a Philadelphia newspaper, replete with malicious forgeries and 
falsehoods, all of which were manifestly intended to prejudice 
the minds of the people and lay us open to insult and abuse. 

As we could not all be accommodated with lodgings at 
Philip Bush's, Henry Drinker and Charles Eddy went to 
Benjamin Shreeve's, William Smith and Elijah Brown, to 
Frederick Conrsd's, and Thomas Gtlpin, Thomas Fisher, 
Samuel R. Fisher, and Miers Fisher, to Rachael Boilings- 
worth's, about a mile out of town. 



RESIDENCE AT WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA. 

Winchester, 30th of 9th month. — On considering the manner 
of our being sent here, and our present situation, we thought it 
necessary to draw up some queries for the consideration of 
John Smith, which having agreed to were accordingly de- 
livered to him, and are as follows : 

The inhabitants of Philadelphia, now at Philip Bush's, think 
it proper to inform the Lieutenant of the County of Frederick of 
some circumstances attending their removal from Pennsylvania, 
and to propose to his consideration others which relate to their 
future situation. 

They were arrested in their dwellings in and near the oily 
of Philadelphia, and confined some days, by the order of the 
President and Supreme Council of the State of Pennsylvania. 

They remonstrated repeatedly to them the injustice of the 
proceeding, and, asserting their innocence, demanded a hear- 
ing as the inherent right of every freeman, but could obtain 
none. They were ordered to be sent to Virginia unheard, la 
order to avail themselves hereafter, they protested regularly 
against all the proceedings respecting them as arbitrary, wn- 
jusl, and unwarranted by any law. They were removed from 
their families by force, (after having again protested against 
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all the actors under the President and Council,) to Reading, 
where writs of habeas corpus allowed by Vie Chief Justice of 
Penntyhania, were served on their keepers, aho refused to obey 
them. They were removed from thence to S. Pauling's, near 
the line of Maryland, where they again protested against 
the power of their keepers to carry them beyond that line. 
They were then brought to the State of Virginia, where they 
protested in the same manner. All these protests were rogo- 
larly made in the presence of witnesses. 

Thus far ihey thought it their duty to acquaint the Lieute- 
nant of Frederick, and at the same time acknowledge the po- 
liteness he has shown in the conferences they had with him. 
They now propose to him the following questions, the answers 
to which they request him to give them in writing, viz. : 

1st Whether he conceives from the papers delivered to him 
by Daniel Levan and Isaac Zane, that they are the prisoners 
of Congress, or of the Council of Pennsylvania, or prisoners of 
war? 

2d. Whether, if he deems them prisoners of Congress, he 
has any authority to take charge of them T 

3d. Whether, if he deems them prisoners of the Council of 
Pennsylvania, do any of the papers give him authority to take 
charge of them 1 

4th, If he considers himself authorized to take charge of them, 
whether he will provide for their comfortable accommodation 
at Winchester, according to their character and stations, as 
the papers referred, to direct ? 

Wincbeatsr, 30th of 9Ui moath, 1777. 
Several of our friends having called to see us last evening 
and this morning, we were informed it had given great offence. 
This laid us under the disagreeable necessity of requesting 
them to discontinue their visits until the people should be re- 
conciled lo our being here, but this did not appear to be the 
case. We believed it owing (o the conduct of our guards, who 
prejudiced the minds of the people before under wrong impres- 
sions. 
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A number or armed men, Mid to be about thirty, coDectsd 
about noon at the door of our lodginga, demanding our imm^ 
diate removal. But after some time, and several proposals, it 
was agreed that we should confine ourselves to the house, and 
have no communication with any of the inhabitants. A guard 
was placed at the door by Lieutenant John Smith, and in a few 
hours he acquainted us he had prevailed on the people to snfier 
us to remain till he could write to Congress and the Governor 
of Virginia, for further directions concerning ua. 

We collected together this evening in a degree of retirement 
and religious quiet, ind advice was dn^ped ezcitiag ub to a 
steady reliance on the arm of Almighty Power, under every 
afflicting and trying dispensation. 

Our whole company is accommodated this evening at Philip 
Bush's, with the help of our own bedding. 

This day, about three hundred Hessians, (of those taken at 
Trenton, by General Washington.) sent by Isaac Zane from 
Lfcbanon, were drawn up and parcelled out to the country 
people to work ; some sent to the public works, by which they 
are gainers, as they have their pay from the Crown of England, 
and are paid also by the people for their work here. 

This scheme, or plan, has many consequences. There are 
six hundred more of them at Lebanon, and they are hired out 
at $7 50 per month, to be returned when called for. 

Winchester, 1st of 10th month, 1777. — This morning, after 
a further conference with the Lieutenant, John Smith, he pro- 
posed to write to the Governor of Virginia and Congress, for 
directions concerning us ; and we were to do so also, each 
showing the letters to the other. Thomas Wharton, Edward 
Pennington, James Pemberton, and Miers Fisher, were ap- 
pointed to prepare an address In the Governor and Council of 
Virginia, and a remonstrance to Congress, to go with John 
Smith's letters. 

About noon, Daniel Levan and John Smith attended. John 
Smith repealed what he had said before, concerning the papers. 
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and refusing to take charge of us, but he coDcladed to accept 
a conditional charge over ns, and be gare « receipt, which 
Daniel Levan gave us the subetance of, as follows: 

Daniel Lavan, jum, had olfered to deliver into the charge o( 
John Smith, Lieutenant of Frederick County, Virginia, the 
several persons, (whose names are mentioned,) but he cannot 
deliver them as prisoners, from (he confused manner in which 
ihe papers coneenting ibem are drawn op, as well aa the pre- 
sent disposition of the inhabitants of the town of Winchester. 
He therefore agrees to place a guard over them till further in- 
stnictions can be had from the Gtovemor of Vit^ioia. 

The following are copies of two letters ordering our being 
stopped at Winchester, delivered to us by Isaac Zane. 

"FhUaMphU, 17th oraeptembei, 1777. 
" Sir,— 

" A new application has been made to Congress on behalf of 
the prisoners who are gone for Staunton, in Virginia. 

" It is represented that at Winchester they may be more 
comfortably accommodated and equally well secured. In my 
former letters on this subject, Winchester or Augusta were 
proposed. Congress fised on Staunton. They doubtless bad 
their reasons ; but if it now appears proper to stop them at 
Winchester, directions from your body to the Board of War^ 
can dispose matters accordingly; for it is a matter of in? 
difference to Council 

" I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

" Thohah Whaetom, jun., 
" President: 
" John Hancock, Esq." 

" To the County Lieutenant of Frederick' County, Virginia,, 
and to the commanding officer who has charge of the abore- 
prisoners. 
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. "The CoBtinantal Board of Wur. have direeted ma to 

comiaumcate to you tbeir consent, that the mid prisoners be 
stopped at Winchetter. and there accommodated according to 
. former instructionB. 

" Jont AsANfl, 

** Chairman. 
.-nuMtlpUi, SBptanbn 13, 1777." 

John Smith, the Lieutenant, gars us a copy of hit Wter to 
&e Congreas, which contains some matters injurious to the 
Society in general ; those parts being remarked upon by John 
Hunt. Henry Drinker, and Jnmes Femberton, he made some 
alterations, and allowed us to take a copy, which is as follows : 

" Tir^nis, Frederick, Wmcherier, Oetaber l«t, 1777. 

" Two days since, the Sheriff of Berks County, in the 8tate 
of Pennsylvania, arrived at this place with charge of a number 
of prisoners, sent by the Executive Council of Pennsylvania, 
with the approbation of Congress, to the care of the Lieutenant 
of this county. 

*< The peculiar sKuation of these prisoners has left me at a 
loss what part to take. On examining the papers addressed to 
the sheriff, I found the orders so exceedingly confused that I 
could not discover upon what terms the prisoners should be re- 
ceived, nor in what manner they wene to be supported during 
their continuance here. 

« The sheriff informed me they were aent to Winckesler at 
the public expense ; and the prisoners expected to be maintained 
in the same manner while in confincmenL At I have received 
no orders sufficiently positive to make such provisions, and as it 
is contrary to the usual mode of treating men of their order 
in this State, I have refused to make any such engagement, nor 
,can I say that I have received ike prisoners agreeably to any 
order whatever, my reasons for which I hope will be a sufficient 
excuse. 
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" The inbatHtants in ibis part of the couaUy are, ia general, 
moch exasperated against the whole Society of Qoakers. The 
people^were laught to suppose these people were Tories, and 
the leaders of the Quakers, — and two more ofiensiTe stigmas, in 
their estimation, could not be fixed upon men ; in short, they 
determined not to permit them to remain in Winchester, for 
fear of their holding a correspondence with the Friends of the 
adjoining counttea. 

" Jt was tcilA the ulmoit exertion of my influence tpith an 
enraged multitude, that 1 prevented the greateU violence being 
offered lo theie men, and that only upon a promise that they 
should be continued here no longer than Congress should give 
orders for their removal. 

" These, sir, have been the reasons which have induced me 
to write to Congress upon the subject ; for / can ataure j/ou 
their Uvet will be endangered by their staying at Winchester. 
I have sent you a copy of such orders as I have received, and 
a list of the prisoners' names. 

" I shall write to Governor Henry and acquaint him with 
what has been done in respect of the prisoners, so that what- 
ever orders Congress shall think proper to make, the sanction 
of the executive power of this Slate, I presume, will be ready 
to receive them here. 

« I am, Sir, 

" Your most obedient servant, 
"JosN Smito, 
" Lieutenant of Frederick County. 

" Jn justice to the prisoners lean but inform you that their 
behaviour, since they have been at this place, has truly been 
inoffensive, and such as could give umbrage to no person 
u>hatgver. 

" To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire." 



In the aflemoon tbecommitlee reported an essay, of « renwrn- 
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fltrance to Congress, which was corrected and to be ready 
to accompany John Smith's letter ; it being as follows : 

" Wiiicb«rter, lit dtj of IDtb mootli, 1777. 

'* TO TBE COHeBESS. 

" The remonstrance of the suhscribera, citizens of Philadel- 
phia, now confined under strict guard in the town of Wiii- 
chesicr, sheweth : 

" Thai in pursuance of your recommendation, we have been 
taken up on suspicion of being dangerous men, inimical to our 
country, and holding correapondence with the British army. 
The truth of which we have heretofore, and yet do utterly 
deny. 

"That the President and Council of Pennsylvania, upon 
your information, and as we have cause to believe, with your 
concurrence, have banished us to a part of this Continent of 
which we have heard very disagreeable accounts, but which, 
from our short experience, far exceeds the description. 

" The lieutenant of this county has informed as that the 
orders he has received respecting us are not such as required 
his taking charge of or providing a support for us, but that, 
from the disposition of the people towards ua, he has, out of 
regard for our persona! safety, undertaken to protect ua, until 
further instructions from you, confirmed by the executive 
power from whom he derives his authority, bo obtained. 
' "In this difficult situation we now find ourselves among 
strangers, whose passions and prejudices have been excited 
against us ; who, from the manner of our being sent here, are 
impressed with a notion that we have been convicted of some 
heinous offences, and cannot be persuaded that any ptdblic 
body in America, would so severely punish men on bare sus- 
picion, and who disclaim the right of the Council of Pennsyl- 
vania to send persons so circumstanced out of their own 
government 
~ " And we here think propn* to mention a fact that his come 
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to our IiDowledge, -which of itself shows the rancour xse hav* 
been persecnled with, and our safety endangered. A packet, 
directed to the lieutenant of one of the counties, who was to 
have the charge of us, sent forward by our escort, and endorsed, 
' War Office, on public service,' was t^ned in our praaeoce, 
and was found to conlain nothing but a newspaper fraught with 
anonymous falsehoods and focgerieB, lending to reB4«r us odious 
in the «yes of the people. 

" Had the President and Council meant i^y lo secure our 
persons, and prevented our correspondence, as they pretended to 
fear, we should have thought places might have been found for 
tiiat purpose without endangering our lives. 

"If you or the Council were ignorant of the state of this 
country, it might be some apology for sending us here ; and 
your withdrawing us from it upon hearing our danger, will 
show the sincerity of those declarations you. have, made in 
favour of ut, with respect to the treaUnent you wished us to 
receive. 

" At the time we were forced from our families we were 
preparmg a remonstrance to you; from^acalm conuderBtion 
whereof we expected a just and honourable result. We had. 
therein stated, and we now repeat it, that having the authority 
of your recommendation to the Council to give ut a bearings 
we expected an opportunity of defending ourselves against the 
general charge you were pleased to exhibit against us of 
' having by our general conduct and conversation evidenced a 
disposition inimical to the cause of America;' we bare no 
doubt we should have been able to remove ' eyery suspicion 
entertained against us,' bad the right of citizens been allowed 
Ds; but we were refused a bearing without any other reason 
than a re-assertion of th^r unjust suspicions : a mode of pro- 
ceeding which would criminate all innocent men 1 

" It will be needless to go through the many arguments we 
have already ns^ to the Council and yourselves. It is suffi- 
cient to remind you that we are reduced to our present dan- 
gerous aituaiioa by your means ; and as the Coui^il have no 
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pretence of jarisdiction in this place, on the principles of jus- 
tice and humanity, you ought to extricate us from it 

" We therefore, in the name of our fetiow-citizens, of our 
families, of ourselves, and of every obligation hy which man- 
kind are bound to each other, call upon you to remove tho» 
diRicullies of which you have been the primary cause, to re- 
instate us in that situation we were in when by your concur- 
rence, and by the concurrence of your Committee for War, 
we were removed from the country in which our supposed 
of&nces, if any, must have been committed, and where alone 
they are cognizable ; and to do us that justice which the Presi- 
dent and Council, who began the attack upon us, could not be 
influenced to by their regard to the rights of mankind, or your 
recommendation. 

"If you entertain those opinions in reality you have so. 
often uttered in your publications in favour of liberty, so 
fiir from being offended at the freedom we use in addressing 
you in its favour, our cause will derive credit from the firm- 
ness with which we have ihooght proper to assert it. On 
the contrary, if you are determined to support the Council in 
the unjust and illegal steps they have taken to carry your first 
recommendation into execution, by continuing us in a country 
so dangerous to our personal safety, we shall commit ourselves 
to the protection of an all-wise overruling Power, in whose 
right we trust we shall stand in this matter acquitted, and who, 
if any of us should lose our lives, will require our blood at 
your hands. 

Israel Pemberton, Thomas Gilpin, 

John Pemberton, Charles Jervis, 

James Pemberton, Charles Eddy, 

Samnel Pleasants, William Drewet Smith, ' 

Thomas Pike, John Hunt, 

Owen Jones, Jr., Edward Pennington, 

Thomas Affleck, Thomas Wharton, 

Thomas Fisher, Henry Drinker, 

Samuel R. Fisher, EHjah Brown, 

Mien Fisher, William Smith, (broker.)" 
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3d day of lOth month. — The committee reported an esaajr 
of an address to the GoverDor and Couocil of VirgiDtBi which 
was signed ; and a letter was written, signed by Thomas 
Wharton and Samuel PleaBanIs, to introduce the address to the 
Governor, ready to be forwarded. It is as follows: 



" TO THS OOVnUKA AND OOOHOIL or YIKOIMU. 

" The address and memorial of the subscribers, dtizens of 
Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania, now confined at Winchester, in 
Virginia, respectfully ^weth : 

" That we were taken from our families and brought to this 
place, by order of the President and Council of Pennsylvania) 
in a manner not heretofore known in any free country, without 
being heard in our defence ! . 

" Upon our arrival here, Daniel Levan, who commanded the 
Mcort conducting us from Reading, delivered to the lieutenant 
of this county, sundry papers from the President and Council 
of Pennsylvania, and the Continental Board of War, contain- 
ing directions concerning our confinement ; copies of the most 
material of which we herewith present to you. 

" Before our departure from Philadelphia, we applied to the 
Council among other things, to know to whose custody we 
were to be committed when here, and what directions were to 
be given coocemiog us ; and were informed that the Goveroor 
of Virginia would have the charge of, and directions con< 
eeming us. 

" We therefore apprehended it to be our duty to ourselves,' 
and to the country in which we are appointed to reside, to 
state to you the situation we* are in, and to claim that protec- 
tion which the rights of hospitality, and the common right of 
mankind entitle us to, in a country where we are strangers. 

" Our case is briefly this. We were apprehended by Virtue 
of a general warrant, signed by the Vice-President m Council, 
•ad confiaed Mflaa days. Some (tf our bovtes were «B(ered«ad 
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our desks and other repoaitories broJcen, and our papora searolted 
in our absence to furnish evtdeooe against us. 

" We applied to the Council by remonstrance, to know the 
charge or suspicions ag&inst us, and demanded our right to be 
heard; instead of granting this, they ordered us to be sent to 
Staunton, in Augusta County, Virginia, unheard. 

" We applied to Congress, (whom they said had recommended 
the measures.) for their interfi»%nqe in our bebal£ They re- 
commended to Council to give us a hearing. 

" We remonstrated again to Council, repeating our demand 
of a hearing, before we should be condemned to banishment. 

"To evade this demand, they tendered us, as the condition 
of our enlargement, tests, which they were not authorized by 
the laws of Pennsylvania to ofier us I 

" We again remonstrated to them and insisted on our right 
to be heard ! 

** Disregarding our demands and alike unable to support any 
accusation against us, they served us with a copy of a peremp- 
tory rest^TQ to send us to Yiiginia t 

" Against this extraordinary proceeding we made a soleram 
protest, which was presented to them. 

"We sent to the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, who resides 
at a considerable distance from Philadelphia, for writs of habeas 
corpus ad subjiciendum, which being our indisputable right, he 
readily allowed ; but before they could be served we were 
hurried from our families, at a critical time of danger, and 
carried to Reading, in the. County of Berks, in Pennsylvania. 
At that place the writs of habeas corpus were served on our 
keepers, who absolutely refused to obey them, and sent as from 
stage to stage, to this place ! 

" After we had left Philadelphia, application was made, 
without our knowledge, to change the place of our destination 
from Staunton, Virginia ; which, from the warrant for removal, 
dated t61h day of last month, we find was acoordinglydirected. 

" Notwithstanding the many expressions contained in the 
several papers sent with u*, requuriog attentioo to be paid to 
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our comfortable accomtnodatkins and humane treatment, ve 
have abundant reason to believe that endeavours have been used 
to excite prejudices against us in the mindi of the people, as 
well in the counties through which we were to pass, as in those 
fixed on for our residence, not only by sending forward publica- 
tions in handbills and newspapers, containing malicious forgeries 
and falsehoods, but by the verbal iTiisrepresentatiojis of some of 
our conductors, while the papers published in vindication of 
our characters, with printers' names to the title and our owo 
^bscribed, have been attempted to be suppressed, under colour 
of preventing us from disseminating ' sedition and discord.' 

" It is not to be wondered at that such means should produce 
the effects we have experienced since our arrivai here, for 
although the Lieutenant of this county has behaved to us with 
hnnianily and politeness, yet such have been the prejudices and 
jealousies entertained of us by the people, that it has scarcely 
been in his power to restrain them from removing us forcibly 
out of the country. By hts address and good management, how* 
ever, the minds of the people have been in some degree pacified, 
and we understand it is now concluded we shall remain here, 
in close confinement, in a private bouse, with guards at the 
4oors, until further orders can be obtained respecting us from 
Congress and the ciu;cutive power of Virginia. 

" We apprehend that common justice requires that every 
man who is accused should be heard, and, although confine- 
ment is in some cases necessary for a time, until such hearing 
^n be had, yet we know not of any instance, in the history of 
our own or any free country, of even the most atrocious 
offenders beiiig sent into banishmeot before conviction, or of 
being otherwise confined by them, but merely to secure their 
appearance. With what propriety the President and Couocil 
bave acted in thus punishing qb, by separating us from oux 
twderest connexions, in this time of increasing disixe«s and 
calamity, when our presence and assist^ce were essentially 
necessary, we leave to their own cougciences in the cool hour 
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of reflection, to inform then). Prom you, thongh for the most 
part strangers, we look for more justice and humHnity. 

" We therefore earnestly request you will take our suffering 
case into your consideration, and as we are brought here against 
our will, without the authority of any public body, or persons 
having a right to interfere in the internal police of this govern- 
ment, that you will not add to our oppressions by permitting 
us to be removed to any place more distant from our distressed 
families ; that you will use such measures as you shall think 
most proper to secure us a hearing before some tribunal which 
has the power to discharge us, if no cause of confinement 
should appear against us ; that in the mean time you would 
direct our imprisonment to he made more easy than the limits 
of a house: our well-known principles and conduct heretofore, 
as well as during our present sufferings, have evidently shown 
this to be an unnecessary restraint ; that you would give direc- 
tions for our protection from the misguided zeal of those whose 
passions have been raised by insinuations unjust in themselves, 
and uncredited by the authors of them ; and that you will pro- 
vide for our comfortable subsistence during our residence here, 
according to the assurances we received in Philadelphia, and 
the tenor of the papers accompanying us. Upon the whole» 
we do solemnly declare that we are altogether innocent of 
giving any occasion for those malicious insinuations which 
have been propagated against us, and held out as the cause of 
bur persecution. And in order that you may be better able to 
judge concerning us, we beg your serious perusal of a narrative 
of our case herewith sent, which contains the substance of what 
passed during our confinement in Philadelphia, between the 
Congress, the Council, and ourselves. 

" We had prepared another paper in vindication of our cha- 
racters, and to manifest the falsehood of divers publicationa 
against us, but had not lima to complete it before our removal 

" The firm manner in which we have demanded our rights, 
and the reluctance we have shown in parting with our libertVf 
will, we hope, be forcible evidence in our favour, and. suspend 
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the opinions of alt candid peraons until the charge founded on 
our ' general conduct and conTcraation* is property inquired 
into. 

" May true wisdom guide you in your deliberations in this 
and on every other occasion. 

" We are your real friends, 

Elijah Brown, Thomas Pike, 

Owen Jones, juo., Thomas Affleck, 

William Smith, (broker,) William Drewet Smith, 

Samuel R. Fisher, Thomas Wharton, 

Miers Fisher, Edward Fenningtou, 

Charles Eddy. Israel Pembertoo, 

Thomas Fisher, John Hunt, 

Thomas Gilpin, James Peroberton, 

Charles Jervis, John Pembertoo, 

Samuel Pleasants, Henry Drinker." 
" WinclietteT, Irt day i^ lOtb montb, 1T7T." 

The foregoing address was read to John Smith, who said he 
bad no objection to it, and woold forward it with his letter, 
which he promised to show us before it was sent. 

- 3d day of IO(h month. — The light wagons have been dis- 
charged by Samuel Levan, without being paid or leaving any 
money with them to defray their expenses going home. He 
has gone away with his guard. 

A letter was written by Israel Pemberton and others to our 
friends Robert Pleasants and Edward Stabler, taenolose a copy 
of our address to John Smith ; and he gave us permission to reed 
his letter respecting us, to the Governor of Virginia, which 
was very snitAbly expressed in regard to us, and our perilous 
situation, and the danger we are and may be in. 

Thomas Gilpin wrote to his brother George Gilpin, Colonel 
of the Fairfax militia, now near Philadelphia, and deUvered thfl 
letter to Isaac Zane. ' 
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The Rev. John Hogg, of tfas Freibyteriao Chorcb, came to 
our boueei but did not come in : he has great influence with 
the people, and they treat him with great respect. Jos^>h 
Keith, Clerk of the County, came to see ub : he is an affable, 
pleasant man. 

Since our conflnement, our guards state they are dissatisfied 
with their employment and our situation, most of them beii^ 
pressed into this service out of the country, for various dis- 
tances of twenty miles around, and have been taken from tbeir 
families when their labour was esBentially necessary to tbeir 
farms and seeding. This day, Isaac Eagland, son of Samuel 
England, of Nottingham, a member of our Society, was com- 
pelled to leave his employment, about five miles off, and placed 
as a guard over us, at one of the doors, though he steadily re- 
fused to touch the mueket, and said, in the hearing of the other 
guards, we might go where we would, he would not detain us. 
Yet they made him take his turn as a guard to \a yesterday 
and tonlay. 

Esquire Rutherford came to see us. He is one of the Assem- 
bly of Virginia. He lives about twenty miles from here, and 
9l*o Alexander White, a lawyer. We bad some conversation 
with them, and they seem very kindly disposed to us. Many 
prisoners, chained two together, are brought from Pittsburg. 

5th day of 10th month, 1777.— The first day of the week. 
At 10 o'clock, we had a very solid meeting for religious wor- 
ship in the morning. John Hunt preached largely and Joha 
Pemberton appeared in prayer. Philip Bush, his wife, and 
several of our guards attended. 

We had another meeting at 4 o'clock in the anemoon, whea 
Lieutenant John Smith sat with us also; ibe Widow Jollop'g 
von, the Widow Holiiogsworth's son and daughter, and four or 
five other Friends were permitted to sit with us; our landlord 
and his wife, and many of the guards came to the window. 

This evening, a Baltimore paper was brought us, giving an 
account of a great advantage the Americans have gained over 
Goteral Burgoyne. 
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eth day of lOlh month. — Several of m walked out, liberty 
being given, but to be attended by a guard, the captain of which, 
John Wolfe, communicated to us written orders for his govern- 
ment, of which he gave us liberty to lake a copy, as follows : 

" The commanding officer of the guard will please to observe 
that no person be allowed to converse with the prisoners at Mr. 
Bush's, without Mr. Bush's approbation. Should the prisoners 
be inclined to walk, one sentinel may attend ihem as far as the 
spring, observing the above directions, that they do not con- 
verse with any others than themselves. 

•* JoHH Smta" 

From the time of oar first coming till now, we have only 
been allowed to walk in Philip Bush's garden. This erentog, 
Thomas Wharton, Thomas Qitpin, and five others, took a walk 
around of about two miles with a guard. 

lOlh. — Several of our company walked out to-day with some 
of our guards unarmed. Samuel Pleasants called on J<^n 
Huvie, Esq., whom they saw yesterday. 

In the course of conversation, John Harvie said that John 
Smith told him that the riot which look place the evening of 
our coming here was fomented with a design to prevent u» 
from going out to have any communication with our frieods, 
because we were persons of so much influence at home, in our 
own Society, that being separated at Winchester from the 
young men, they would be more likely to unite in their measures 
and join the army. 

llih day of lOth month. — This morning, Edward Pennington 
and Henry Drinker, who had been appointed, waited on John 
Harvie, Esq., by whom they were received with much openness 
and friendly attention. 

Upon the whole he assured us of his good opinion of oar 
Society, as far as his knowledge of it extended, and that he was 
convinced of the injustice of denying us a hearing. 

Our old guards wrat away, and took leave of us in a very 
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kind leeliog and disposition. One said he would not begrudge 
ten pouods out of his own pocket to have us set at liberty. 
They all agreed there was uo occasion for guarding us; that 
they believed we had been wronged. 

12th day of 10th month, first day of the week. — We have 
iiad IK) guard since yesterday. This being the first day of the 
week, a meeting was held this morning at 10 o'clock. It was 
attended, in addition to our own company, by rnost of the 
family of our landlordi eight who were appointed as our new 
guard, and several strangers. They sat moat part of the meet* 
ing, four of them all (he time. It was stated that worship was 
frequently performed in awful silence. They seemed to behave 
with great quietude and consideration. After the meeting was 
over, some of them informed Colonel Kennedy they would go 
home ; he told them they would be fined. One said he was 
able to pay it, and went away. 

In the afternoon our meeting was attended at 4 o'clock. A 
number of Friends of the neighbourhood, and some persons 
not members of our Society, sat with us ; and the everlasting 
Gospel was preached to them. 

13th. — No guards over us to-day. As Lieutenant John 
Smith has left this place, and the charge of us devolves on 
David Kennedy, with whom we are but Utile acquainted, we 
thought it prudent to remain quietly together at our lodgings. 

About three hundred more prisoners were brought here under 
guard of 70 or 80 soldiers. They are all foreigners, English 
and Scotch. Peter Bush is allowed I'id. per day, for boarding 
them. 

Doctor William Drewet Smith, got permission from Colonel 
David Kennedy to go any where in the town or country to see 
patients, and to take an assistant with him ; bis permission was 
given in writing, and being called upon, he was usually engaged 
from time to lime in professional service. 

15th day of lOtb month, 4th day of the week. — At our 
morning meeting, the excellency of true fellowship, and living 
under the banner of love, which would preserve us in near 
union and Christian fellowship, was seasonably and feelingly 



:dbv Google 



1T6 

cpoken to ; and an some of our friends had been preserved 
througb the perils of a long journey, to retura in peace aod 
safety to iheir families, it was adverted to as worthy all our 
grateful acknowtedgmeots to the Father of Mercies. 

Ad application was made by one of our company to CokHtel 
Darid Kennedy, for the privilege of walking a few miles 
round the town, and we had it principally in view to find 
suitable places to keep our boraes, as it would be more expen* 
sive and not so well to keep them in town the remainder of 
-the season j when it appeared a considerable change had taken 
place with him in our favour, without our being able to dis- 
cover the cause. He, without hesitation, not only gave the 
leave, but after observing we were a people who would make 
no promises, and that he had no power to regulate us, desired 
us to regulate ourselves, and informed us thai we might ride 
any where within six miles of Winchester, end as he did not 
expect we would enter into any engagements, he informed us 
that we must take the consequences if we exceeded that 
distance. 

Great part of our journal was read over yesterday evening 
and this evening. Some remarks being made upon it, Henry 
Drinker, Thomaa Fisher, Edward Pennington, James Pember- 
ton, Thomas Wharton, and Miers Fisher, are desired to revise 
and transcribe it, and to make such alterations and additions 
thereto qs ihey shall think necessary. 

17th. — Colonel Francis Peyton, of Loudon, who had called 
to see us at Reading, came here on a visit to us, accompanied 
by our friend John Hough. They dined and spent most oi* 
the afternoon and evening with us, having come many miles 
out of the way, which we take as a mark of their regard and 
friendly disposition towards us. 

18th. — Andrew M'Coy, from Crooked Run, paid us a visit 
yesterday, and Mahlon Janney and his wife, with Joseph 
Janney and his sister, (Ibe wife of William Baker,) came over 
the mountain, about forty miles, from Loudon County, on 8 
nsit to us, and stayed most part of the day. 
. Colonel Francis Peyton and John Hough took leave of us 
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about ^ven o'clock : the former going to Lancasteri we wrote 
letters to our families. 

19ih day of lOth month, 1777.— Being the first day of the 
week, our meeting for worship was held at Philip Bush's, and 
was attended also by oar landlord, his wife, and most of the 
children, and some few of our neighbouring Friends, Mahlon 
Janney and those who viaiied us yesterday, and several not of 
our religious Society, making up seventy or eighty persons, who 
attended both morning and afternoon. 

This morning. Colonel John Augustus Washington, brother 
of General Washington, came to our lodgings, and we had 
some friendly conversation with him. He read us a letter from 
Lieutenant Richard Henry Lee to him, giving an account of 
the various successes of the American army, the capture of 
General Burgoyne, and that General Howe was hemmed iot 
and would have to evacuate Philadelphia; that he is invested 
there all around. 

This day Colonel David Kennedy produced us a letter, of 
which he gave us liberty to take a copy, as follows : 

" Wu Offiee, October 16th, ITTT. 
"Sir, 

" The Board being much engaged have not leisure to take 
into consideraiioD the whole of your letter on the subject of 
the Philadelphia prisoners. I am, however, directed to inform 
you that (he Board are thankful for the attention you have 
heretofore paid to the business, and have appointed Joseph 
Holmes, Esq., Deputy Commissary General of Prisoners, in 
the Western District of Virginia, to whom you will please 
ddiver over the prisoners you have in charge, as he has re- 
ceived instructions concerning them, and no doubt will dispose 
of them in such a manner as will be proper with regard to 
them, and conducive to the satisfaction of the people of the 
country. " I have the honour to be, 

" Your very obedient servant, 

" RiOHASD P&TEK8, 

" Secretary." 
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SOth of lOth month. — Joseph Holmes and Isaac Zane, Jr., 
who had lately returned from Yorktown (the present location 
of Congress)) came to see us ; the former produced the instruc- 
tions he had received there concerning us, which appears to be 
all the notice Congress mean to lake of our last remonstrance. 



" War Office, Ootobei lElh, 1177. 
"Sui, 

" As you have requested from the Board of War some 
directions relative to the prisoners sent from Pennsylvania, as 
persons disaffected to the American cause. I am directed to in- 
form you that the mode of treatment of them is to be regulated 
by iheir behaviour respectively. 

" They are to be treated with every indulgence consistent 
with the safety of their persons and the good of our cause, so 
as to avoid on the one hand unnecessary rigour, and on the 
other to prevent them from spreading disaffection, and injuring 
the interests of our country. You will dispose of them in a 
manner suitable to their respective characters and stations, and 
to suffer ihtm to he supplied with every necessary they may 
VHint, at tkeir own expense. 

" I am your very obedient servant, 

" RiOHARO Feteks, 

" Secretary." 

"To 

Joseph Holmes, Esq., Deputy Commissary General of Fri- 
soners in the Western District of Virginia." 

21st of 10th month. — The messenger who went to Williams- 
burg with our address to the Governor and Council of Vir- 
ginia, returned this day and delivered us a letter from Robert 
Fleasants and Edward Stabler, informing us they had presented 
it, and enclosii^ a copy of the minutes of Council thereupon, 
which is as follows, viz. : 
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'•OetoberI5lh,1777. 

" ViBOINIA, [l. 8.] 

" His Excellency having communicated to the Board sundry 
letters and other papers, relative to the Quakers and others 
who have been apprehended in Pennsylvania, by order of the 
Executive Council of that State, as enemies of the independence 
of America, as it bad appeared therefrom that in the present 
time of danger more immediately threatening that Stale, 
it was judged necessary to send them to the town of Win- 
chester, in the county of Frederick, in Virginia, and the 
lieutenant of that county informing the Governor that he wanted 
bis Excellency's sanction for confining them as prisoners of 
war, and also that the people of that place were greatly in- 
censed against the said prisoners, and had demanded their re- 
moval, and that it was with difficulty he had restrained them 
from doing violence to their persons : the Board advised his 
Excellency to write to said county lieutenant, commending his 
past conduct, and directing him to continue protection, and to 
exert himself to afford humane treatment to the said prisoners, 
whom he is to consider as under his care until orders may be 
given hereafter for their removal ; until which time he is to 
permit them to walk in the daytime, in any part of the town, 
for the benefit of their health. 

» The Board further advised the county lieutenant to let the 
people of the country know, that any violence which may be 
offered the prisoners, will be considered highly derogatory and 
dishonourable to the government. And in the mean time they 
recommend to his Excellency to write to the Executive Council 
of Pennsylvania, informing them of the situation of their 
prisoners at Winehesler, and that his Excellency would give 
directions for the removal of them to such other place within 
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this State, ai they would signify to him to have their appro- 
batioD. 

" Abobibaui Blaik, 

"Clerk." 

" WilliBDuburg, Octobar IStb, 1777, 
"Sir, 

" The foregoing advice of the Council I accept, and have to 
desire you that you will govern yourself according to the tenor 
of it, and consider it containing my orders. 

" I am, sir, your humble servant, 

" P. Hekrt." 
" To the 

County lieutenant of the county in which Winchester is 
sitnale." 

Which being taken into consideration, Israel Pemberton and 
Miers Fisher desired to confer wilh David Kennedy upon die 
subject, who reported that he seemed very wilting to continue 
to us a circuit of six miles round the town, although he thought 
the minutes of Council would scarcely warrant him in so 
doing. 

We have found that most of the prejudices excited in these 
parts against our Society, have arisen Jrom publications made 
at Philadelphia, and circulated here, containi-ng falsehoods, 
forgeries, and misrepresentations, and as the essay prepared at 
Philadelphia, before we left there, in answer to them, was not 
published, it was thought necessary to prepare another, and 
Israel Pemberton, Edward Pennington, Thomas Wharton, 
Jamea Pemberton, Henry Drinker, and Miers Fisher, were 
appointed a committee for the purpose. 

23d day. — Our friend John Hunt went with Samuel R, 
Fisher, to the week-day meeting at Hopewell, and returned in 
the afiemoon. 

About seven o'clock this evening, our friend John Hunt ex- 
pressed a desire that we might be collected to aX together, 
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which beiDg complied with, afler a aiiort pause he began to 
speak. He mentioned a close exercise which had attended his 
mind for some hours, which gratitude to Heaven and a duty to 
ourselves would not permit htm to conceal. 

He reminded us of the many interpositions of Divine Pro- 
vidence for our preservation and comfort since our separation 
from our own dear connexions. He then recommended us to 
continue watchful, that we might be strengthened to undergo 
whatever sufferings might be peruiit'ed to come upon us ; and 
to keep as much as possible from repeating, or even hearing 
rumours, which would be frequent, and tend only to weaken us. 

24th of lOth month. — This morning a report prevailed that 
General Burgoyne and all his army were taken, and that 5850 
men, prisoners, were sent into Connecticut — that General 
Howe was about to evacuate Philadelphia. These accounts, 
we were told, came by express last nighl. John Magill, Esq., 
had a letter from Philadelphia, containing the detail, which he 
read to Miers Fisher, stating also that General Howe's letter to 
Lord Howe, slating his situation lo be very critical, had been 
intercepted. The intelligence made a great stir in the town. 
A company of the inhabitants paraded the streets with drum 
and life, and fired a feu-de-joie. A bonfire of many cords of 
wood was made, and in the evening the houses were mostly 
illuminated. Our friend, Meschach Sexton, who declined, had 
some small damage done to his house, by way of insult; but 
there was not much damage done to the town. 

2Bth. — Some of our company discovered in a conversation 
with our landlord, Philip Bush, that he means to charge each 
of us ten shillings a day, silver money, for our board, which is 
twelve shillings and sixpence a day, Pennsylvania currency: 
and we find our own beds, drink, and washing. A committee 
was appointed to confer with him thereon, and also to ask 
David Kennedy to give us permission to board among our 
friends around the town. Philip Bush said he would agree to 
make a more exact calculation, and see us again the ensuing 
week. 
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26lh. — Being ihe first day of the week; our meeting wag 
attended, morning and afternoon, by Philip Bush and his family, 
and several Friends from the country. John Pemberton and 
John Hunt were largely engaged in exhortation and prayer. 

Among the Friends that were collected with as this after- 
noon, waa Thomas M'Clunn, who left General Washington's 
camp, about 20 miles from Philadelphia, on the 18th inst., on 
or near the Skippack Road. 

This Friend, with thirteen others, members of our Society, 
residing in this county, had been drafted under the militia law 
of the present government, and taken forcibly from their friends 
and families; and (hough they bore a steady testimony against 
all warlike measures, and refused lo partake of the provision 
allotted to themselves and others, and to handle any of the 
muskets, to which they were urged, yet they were forced lo 
move on in military order, from place to place, for some dis- 
tance, when about half their number, from indisposition of 
body, were allowed to return home, though others were com- 
pelled to march in company with the militia to the camp, 
during which time several of them had muskets tied to their 
bodies, and were forced to stand at certain places for many 
hours together. 

At the camp a discharge was obtained for them, by order of 
Genera] Washington, soon after they reached it, with liberty 
to return home, in which he thinks Clement Biddle was 



Winchester, 2d day of 11th month. — First day of the week. 
Our religions meetings began at 10 o'clock in the morning, and 
at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, and were very satisfactory. 
Several exhortations were delivered ; in the forenfKin by John 
Pemberton, and in the afternoon by Daniel Brown and John 
Hunt. Those were the largest meetings we have had, being 
attended by sixty or seventy persons, mostly members of our 
Society. Friends were enabled to preach the doctrine of sal- 
vation with feeling energy. 

About the close of the meeting, Samuel England, from Not- 
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tingham, arrived. He brought us letters from our friends 
George Churchman and T. Lancaster, informing us of the 
sympalhy of our friends, and of our families bein|; well, on the 
16th ultimo. He showed us a letter from George Churchman, 
giving an account of a viail paid General Howe, and also to 
General Washington, by some Friends, in order to remove 
prejudices against our Society, which it is hoped had some 
good effect. 

We have experienced great inconvenience at being very 
much crowded at our landlord's, as well as also incommoding 
his family. This, and the heavy charge of board, have induced 
several of us to seek for board at our friends' families in the 
country round. The subject came to be considered this even- 
ing, and the inconvenience to arise from our separation. It 
was concluded to keep up our meetings on first and fourth 
days, as usual ; lo meet as occasion otherwise required, and to 
leave those at liberty to remove to other lodgings. Our situa- 
tion at Philip Bush's had become very expensive and severe 
upon us. 

The Board of War has declared thai ice must find ourselves. 
They only aUow us to have what we want at our own expense ; 
and on making an attempt lo settle with PhihpBush, he would 
not take leio than seventy-five shillings, hard wumey, Pennsyl- 
vania, per week, and we find three servants to help, our own 
bedding and washing, tea, sugar, and all our own drink of 
every sort except water. 

9th day, and first day of the week. — There are thirteen of 
us who continued to board at Philip Bush's, and we were joined 
there, at our morning meeting, by Thomas Wharton. Owen 
Jones, Charles Eddy, Thomas Affleck, and Elijah Brown, and 
most of our landlord's family : a few strangers attended. 

Our company being now separated, and our time being em- 
ployed in writing, reading, and visiting our friends in the neigh- 
bourhood, without any great variety, we think it unnecessary 
to remark the ordinary occurrences of every day. 
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We shall, therefore, while that continues to be the case, con- 
fine our journal to things of a general nature. 

llth dayof llth Rtoalb. — Thomas Bails and William Robin- 
son, from New Garden, in North Carolina, visited us. They 
were on their way to perform a religious visit to the Indians, 
for which they appeared to be under proper qualifications and 
resignation of mind; leaving all, and at the risk of their lives 
engaging in this service from a sense of duty and universal 
love to mankind, engaged our sympathy and desire that they 
should be preserved in this ^me of difficulty and danger in the 
arduous undertaking. 

Thomas Bails eipects to spend the greater part of his days 
among the Indians; and having visited them before, be will be 
Qseful among them. 

12th to 23d of 1 1th month. 

On the 14th, Israel Pemberton, Samuel Pleasants, Thomas 
Fisher, and Miers Fisher, dined with Alexander White, Esq., 
by invitation, at his house about three miles from Winchester, 
and were kindly entertained. 

Colonel Francis Peyton, of I.oudon County, visited us. 

Thomas Gilpin went to Major Holmes's at Newtown. 

Our afternoon meeting on first day, having greatly increased, 
our landlord mentioned that we might have the use of a suitable 
place, belonging to the Lutherans and Calvinists, to meet in. 
On considering it would be more convenient, and that the in- 
habitants of the town might come there with greater freedom 
than to a private house, we accepted ir, and an afternoon meet- 
ing was held there this day, for the first time, to which many 
came of divers denominations. 

It was a satis&ctory time. Our friend John Hunt, in a clear 
and edifying manner, preached the Gospel of peace and salva- 
tion. 

SSth of llth month and Ist of the week. — Sixteen of our 
number attended our morning meeting, also several of our 



:dbv Google 



164 EXILSS FXOH FEmtSTLVAinA. 

landlord's family, and Daniel H'PheraoD, jnti. and John 
M'Pherson. The aftemooD meeting was held in the same 
house that it was on first day last, and was very near fulL 
Our friends John Hunt and John Pemberton had very accepta- 
ble service in both. 

35lh of 11th month. — About seven o'clock this evening, our 
friends John Parrish and John James, from Philadelphia, paid 
U9 a visit, and gave us an account of the welfore of our families 
and of friends there, to our great satisfactioD. 

27th. — Some part of our company atteiuled the preparatory 
meeting at Hopewell. In the evening there was a remarkably 
brilliant aurora borealis. It continued very luminous a conside- 
rable time ; it extended for about 65 degrees along the horizon 
at the northeast, and about 45 degrees high, of a rich crimson 
colour; the air clear; the stars shone through it; afler which 
it parted : the largest body went more to the north, the rest 
east. 

28th. — Our company assembled agreeably to appointment to 
take into consideration our singular situation for near three 
months past. That we have been deprived of our liberties and 
separated from our friends and families, without learning that 
our oppressors gave any attention to our su^rings, or that 
they intend to restore us to our just rights. 

It was lefl under the particular care of such as are inclined 
to revive a representation of our grievances, to propose to us 
what measures the occasion might aeem to require. 

30th.— Snow had fallen the 28th and 20th to become fifteen 
inches deep. Thomas Gilpin and Elijah Brown, from the 
country, and Thomas Pleasants and Ezekiel Edwards, our 
landlady and her children, attended our morning meeting, 
which was silent till near the end, when our friend John Pem- 
berton spoke very acceptably. Our afternoon meeting was 
attended by the above mentioned, and also by our friends John 
Parrish, John James, and a number of Friends from the neigh- 
bourhood, and some from a distance, on their way to the 
monthly meeting at Hopewell The meeting conusted of about 
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. sixty persons, and on account of the deep anow was held at our 
lodgings. 

Winchester, 2d day of I2th month, 1777. — Our frienda John 
James and John Parrish attended our meeiing to-day. This 
day Thomas Gilpin, who went to live at Isaac Brown's, re- 
turned to us at Philip Bush's. 

8th. — Second day of the week. The essay of " Observations 
on the charges made against us in the several resolves of Con- 
gress," was corrected, agreed to, and a fair copy ordered to be 
made. It was concluded to send it to "The Meeting for 
SufTerlng at Philadelphia," and if approved by them, ihey are 
left at. liberty to publish it. Israel Pemberton and Henry 
Drinker are to prepare a letter to accompany it. 

William Drewei Smith soon afterwards rode out to take the 
air, as we expected, but not returning as usual, we apprehend 
he has gone to Philadelphia. 

ISih. — Major Joseph Holmes, under whose care we have 
been for some time placed by the Board of War, dined with 
US. When he was informed of Dr. William D. Smith having 
left us, and our appr^iensions that he had gone to Philadelphia, 
he proposed to send an express to Congress about it, but he de- 
ferred it till second day next. 

While we were coosidering "The Memorial to Congress" 
which we entered upon, after our meeting for worahip, we 
were informed that Joseph Holmes, who attended, had some 
fresh instructions to communicate concerning us, which are in 
a further order from the Board of War, to wit: 

" The Board of War having had sundry intercepted letters 
laid before them from several of the Quakers, prisoners stationed 
at Winchester, in the State of Virginia, by which it appears 
they have kept up a correspondence with several others of that 
Society, in this and the neighbouring States, without previously 
showing their letters to the American Commissary of prisoners, 
or to any other proper officer at that place ; in the course of 
which correspondence it also appears that a certain Owen 
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Jones, jun., one of the said prisoners, is carrying on with sun- 
dry persons in the town of Lancaster, a traffic highly injurious 
to the credit of the Continental currency, by exchanging gold 
at a most extravagant premium for paper money. And 
whereas, it is represented to ihis Board, that since the residence 
of ihe above-mentioned prisoners at Winchester, the confidence 
of the inhabitants in that quarter in the currency of these States 
has been greatly diminished, especially among the persons of 
the same Society with themselves. 

" Ordered, That Owen Jones, jun., be forthwith removed 
under guard to Staunton, in the county of Augusta, there to be 
closely confined in jail, and debarred the use of pen, ink, and 
paper, unless for such purposes and for such occasions as the 
Lieutenant of the said county, or some person appointed by 
bim for that purpose, shall deem expedient. 

" That the remainder of the prisoners sent from the State of 
Pennsylvania, be removed under the same guard to Staunton, 
and delivered to the county Lieutenant of Augusta, who is 
hereby directed to require of them a parole or affirmation, that 
they will not, directly or indirectly, do or say any thing lending 
to the prejudice of these States, agreeably to the form herewith 
transmitted ; and in case of refusal, the said county Lieutenant 
is hereby requested to confine the said persons in some secure 
building, under proper guards, and subject to the same restric- 
tions with Owen Jones, jun., before mentioned. 

" That copies of these orders, tt^ther with the intercepted 
letters from Owen Jones, jun., be transmitted to Mr. Joseph 
Holmes, and to the county Lieutenant of Augusta ; who are 
desired to carry the above measures into immediate execution. 

" Extract from the minules, and signed 

" By order of the Board of War. 

" JossPH Nod ass, 

" E>eputy Secretary." 

Joseph Nourse also produced a copy of a letter from Owen 
Jones, Jr., and the f<dk>wiug deposition taken at Yorktown. 
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The name of the person was erased, but the substance was — 

" , of Yorktown, in the State of Pennsylvania, 

being duly examined, and sworn on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, deposeth and sayeth, That being last week at 
Winchester, in the State of Virginia, he heard several of the 
inhabitants complain heavily, that since the Tories of the 
Quaker Society who were sent up from Philadelphia, had been 
enlarged, and permitted to reside at the Quaker houses in the 
vicinity of the town, the inhabitants of that Society, who are 
numerous in that part of the country, have very generally re- 
fused to take Continental money." 

Some of our company attempting to walk out, found guards 
were placed at the doors without our being previously informed 
of it, and we are again made close prisoners. We soon after 
learned that Joseph Holmes, before he communicated these 
orders to us, bad given directions to David Kennedy to provide 
wagons for our immediate removal. 

The injustice and cruelty of this order to remove us being 
laid before Joseph Holmes, he was informed of our being then 
met to conclude on a memorial to Congress, which we ex- 
pected to have sent by some one of our number: this be in- 
formed us be could by bo means now agree to. Then we pro- 
posed to prepare one and he to go with it, which he declined ; 
but at length agreed that we might send a representation to 
Congress, and wait their further determination concerning us. 

Those of our company who lodge in the country had leave 
to go thither, having agreed to meet us again to-morrow 
morning. 

18lh day. — Our c<Hnpany collected at eleven o'clock, when 
the subject of yesterday was resumed. Israel Femberton, Ed- 
ward Pennington, Henry Drinker, and Miers Fisher, were 
appointed to prepare an essay of a memorial to " The Con- 
gress," and to ihe Council of Pennaylvania. 

Joseph Holmes, Alexander White, David Kennedy, and 
John Magill, being with us this morning, John Holmes was 
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urged particulflrly by A. While and John Magill to go with 
our memorial. In this, as well as a consideration of our 
present circumstances, he showed a very friendly disposition. 
They dined with us, and it was proposed to Alexander White 
to go, (J. Holmes continuing lo decline it,) to which he pro- 
mised lo let us know in the morning. In the afternoon our 
guards were ordered away, and those of our company who 
live in the country permitted to go there. 

19th. — We received a note from Alexander White, Esq., in- 
forming us of his conclusion to undertake our business. 

Our kind friends, John Parrish and John James, who had 
from brotherly regard undertaken so long a journey to visit us, 
took an affectionate leave of us this afternoon, and set oat for 
the Quarterly Meeting at Fairfax, Loudon County. 

Our company being all met, in the evening our memorial 
was read to Alexander White, Esq., David Kennedy, and 
Philip Bush, who all expressed their approbation of it. The 
two first mentioned, that if we were discharged, it would be 
expected we should give some assurance that we would not 
convey any intelligence, and urged our adding a paragraph 
thereon lo the memorial, which we had proposed to do in our 
instruction to Alexander White. After they withdrew, taking 
it into consideration, we found ourselves easy to add an 
assurance, which was accordingly done. 

Two fair copies of the memorial being made and signed, 
are as follows : 

" TO THE OONQKESS, AND TO TBE EXECUTIVE COTTNCIL OF 
PENNBTLVANIA. 

" A memorial from the subscribers, inhabitants of the city 
of Philadelphia, who were sent from thence, and are now 
confined at Winchester, in Virginia, hy order of the President 
and Council of Pennsylvania, in pursuance of a recommenda- 
tion of Congress, dated 28lh day of August last. 

" Having borne with patience an imprisonment of upwards 
o{ three months, at a great distance from our families, and 
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having a proper sense of the value of that liberly of which 
we have been unjustly deprived, we apprehend it our duly 
to ourselves, and to our endeared connexions from whom we 
have been tiiua separated, and who must have suflfered from 
our absence in this time of great calamity, to make some 
further application for our relief; and as our banishment was 
the act of both your bodies, we think it most proper to address 
you jointly, 

" While we were preparing a memorial for this purpose, we 
were informed by Joseph Holmes, who has the care of the 
prisoners of war in this district, that he had received some 
directions from the Board of War, concerning us, which he 
soon after communicated. 

" We were much surprised at the substance of those direc- 
tions, and also that they should come from a Board which we 
apprehended had nothing to do with us ; as we were not found 
in arms, nor charged in any measures tending to war ; and of 
this opinion was Elias Boudinot, Esq., the Commissary-Genera] 
for prisoners of war, who assured us at Reading on our way 
hither, that we could by no means whatever be considered as 
prisoners of war; and that if we had been, he should have 
had the charge of us, and would have interested himself in 
providing for our accommodation and support. 

- Before we left Philadelphia, we applied to the Council by 
question in writing, through Lewis Nicola, town major, to know 
to whose custody we should be committed while here ; they re- 
turned us for answer by him — 

"That the Governor of Virginia would have the charge of 
us. In consequence of which, soon after our arrival here, we 
presented an address to the Governor and Council of Virginia, 
together with copies of the papers accompanying us, request- 
ing them to enlarge our bounds, and not permit us to be re- 
moved further from home; that we might be speedily heard 
in our own defence, and in the mean time ihat we should be 
supported and maintained, according to the expectations given 
us before our banishment 
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"Whereupon, the Conncil adrised the Governor, and be 
adopted the advice, to direct the lieutenant of this coanty to 
allow us the benefit of air and exercise, and to afford us pro- 
tection and humane treatment; and in the mean time to write 
to the Council of Pennsylvania, informing them of the situa- 
tion of their prisoners at Winchester. Whether the Governor 
of Virginia has ever written on the subject or not, we have not 
yet been informed, but apprehend we are under his immediate 
directi<Hi in this place, and ought not to be removed further by 
the Board of War. or indeed by any other power, without his 
concurrence. 

" The reasons assigned by ibe Board of War on their order 
for our removal, are very inadequate to so great an aggrava- 
tion of our sufferings. They are comprehended under three 
heads. These we shall etideavour to answer so fully as to in- 
duce you to interfere with them to prevent their being carried 
into execution. 

" The charges against us are : 

" First. That we have held a correspondence with divers of 
our friends, without communicating our letters to a proper 
officer. 

« Second. That Owen Jones, Jr., one of our company, had 
exchanged gold at an extravagant premium, whereby the Con- 
tinental currency became much depreciated io these parts. 

" Third. That since our coming here, the confidence of the 
inhabitants, and especially those of our Society, in Continental 
money, was diminished. 

" To Vte first Though we never were informed that it was 
necessary, our letters to our families and friends should be in- 
spected by any officer here ; we did offer them on our first 
arrival to tbe lieutenant of the county, who politely declined 
reading them, and expressing his confidence that we should not 
communicate any public intelligence, permitted us to send our 
letters without any application to him. And we have been 
careful not to give any cause of offence in what we have 
written, having confined our correspondence to our families 
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and our friends, and the subjects ia our letters to our prirate 
concerns ; many of them have gone through the public chaanels, 
where they have been or might be examined. 

" For an answer to the second. We refer to state of the case 
of Owen Jones, Jr., by him sent to James Duane. Esq.. in«n- 
ber of Congress, to be laid before you. 

" To the third. Requires particular delicacy in answering. 
But as it seems to carry an insiniialion ihat we bave been the 
cause of the diminution of the confidence of the people in the 
Continental currency, it is necessary we should say so much 
upon the subject as will vindicate ourselves. 

" Upon our arrival here, we found that currency depreciated, 
as it was in other places, lo a very considerable degree ; or 
what is the same thing, all articles of life risen to enormous 
prices. The people of the neighbourhood, as well traders an 
farmers, unwilling to part with their merchandise or produce 
of any sort, but by way of barter for other necessaries they 
were in need of; and this prevailed so much among people of 
all denominations, that we could not procure our board in the 
town of Winchester, at a lesser rate tlian five times the former 
accustomed price, although we were provided with most if not 
all the foreign articles we used ; and as many of us had no 
other money to pay for what we wanted, it was our interest 
to make it go as far as we could ; nor have any of us ex- 
changed gold or silver with the inhabitants at any rate, except 
in one instance, of three half Johannes, spared to a goldsmith 
on his application, to work them up, or used any other meana 
to lessen the value of the Continental currency, nor expended 
gold or silver in the purchase of any articles, but such as could 
not easily be had for any other money. If then, the confidence 
of the people in that money is diminished, it must be ascribed 
to other causes than to our residence here. 

" These hints will, we hope, be sufficient to show that the 
causes assigned for our removal, will not justify so rigorousa 
proceeding. 
" The removiog c^ us an hundred miles further from home 
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at the most inclement season of the year ; along a road ren- 
dered by the weather very diflicult to be passed by carriages ; 
through a country thinly settled, where accommodation for so 
great a number of persons, several of whom are aged, and 
others very infirm of body, cannot be had at a place where we 
are utter strangers, and where we shall be at such a distance 
from our distressed families, that we shall seldom hear of their 
situation at a time when our care and attention to them is most 
wanted, are punishments which could only be inflicted for 
crimes of a deep .dye. 

" But this is not all. An aflirmation or oath is to be tendered 
to us when we arrive there, and upon our refusal, we are to 
be closely confined to a house, without the use of pen, ink, or 
paper ; contrary to the repeated assurances given us, that we 
were to be treated with humanity and politeness, agreeably to 
our characters and stations. 

"We have heretofore declared in the most positive terms 
our innocence of giving any cause for the suspicions entertained 
against us. We have never had any hearing of any kind, nor 
have been convicted of any offence. For these reasons we 
refused to sign the written promise offered to us at Philadelphia. 
The same reasons yet subsist ; we are as innocent now as then, 
and therefore cannot make ourselves voluntary prisoners, and 
thereby give colour to the proceedings against us. 

"During our continuance here, no provision has been made 
for our support ; nor does it appear that any is made for our 
journey to Staunton, or during our residence there, as we were 
given to understand by ihe Council should be done. And there 
are several among us who have no other dependence for the 
support of their families than their occupations, which they are 
by this means prevented from following. 

" We therefore entreat you will take our suffering case into 
consideration, and review the whole proceedings had against 
us, when we doubt not you will find that we have given no just 
cause for our severe treatment, and that you will not only super- 
sede the orders given by the Board of War for our removal, 
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but restore us to our liberty, that we may return to our families, 
whereby all occasion of future jealousy or suspicion against 
us will be removed, and you will experience that peace of 
mind which always accompanies the doing acts of justice to 
the oppressed. And in order to convince you that no incoo- 
ranience can thus arise to you from thus discharging us, we 
solemnly repeat the declarations we have heretofore made, 
that we have nevtir held any correspondence veHially or other- 
wise, with the General of the British armies, or any others 
concerned in concerting or carrying on their military opera- 
tions ; and are free further to declare that we will not give 
them any information of the circumstances of this country, the 
disposition of the inhabitants, or any transactions respecting 
the contest between Great Britain and America, which may 
have come to our knowledge since our residence here. 

" Being debarred from making a personal application, we 
have prevailed upon Alexander White, Esq., a gentleman of 
character in this neighbourhood, lo wait on both your bodies 
with this memorial, who being well acquainted with the senti- 
ments of the people, and with our' conduct, will be able to 
satisfy you further upon any particulars you may think premier 
to inquire into. 

" We are your real friends, 

Thomas Gilpin, 

Miers Fisher, 

Samuel Pleasants, 

Owen Jones, jun., 

Thomas Pike, 

Thomas Affleck, 

William Smith, (broker,) 

Elijah Brown, 

Charles Eddy, 

Israel Pemberton, 

" WinebeBt«r, 19lh of 13(h numtfa, tT7 



John Hunt, 
James Pemberton, 
John Pemberton, 
Thomas Wharton^ 
Edward Pennington, 
Henry Drinker, 
Charles Jervis, 
Thomas Fisher, 
Samuel R. Fisher. 
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IM8TRPCTION8 TO ALEXANQEK WHITB, ES(J., WITH A LIST 
OP PAPEES DBLIVERXD HIH. 

" Our sitoation has been from the begianing peculiarly hard, 
as the parties accusing us are the only persons to whom we 
have been permitted to apply for relief. The only power who 
could have interfered, the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, having 
been forbidden to proceed upon writs of habeas corpus, by a 
law made ex post facto. 

" If Congress are disposed to favour our request of a dis- 
chaise, it is most probable they will refer thee to the Council, 
with whom all arguments should be used for a discharge, and 
among others, this : 

" That they offered to discharge us in Philadelphia, upon 
.our taking the test The necessity of which being removed by 
■o«r going there now, and having engaged not to give any in- 
;t^igence, all objections are removed. 

■" If there appears no prospect of a discharge, nor of our 
having a hearing, we then ask thy best efforts to procure a 
supersedeas to the order tbr our removal to Staunton ; and to 
obtain this, it will be proper to urge, that the causes are not 
founded in truth and justice, and among other arguments, the 
following in regard to Owen Jones, Jr. 

" That his sending his gold to a place so distant to exchange 
for Continental money which was to be expended here, was by 
no means depreciating that currency ; but on the contrary, 
interested him in the support of its credit 

" With respect to ourselves, the insinuation is false ; for we 
have never done one act to diminish the confidence of the 
people in it; their confidence was less imthe Continental cur- 
rency than in gold, long before our arrival, as many instances 
within our own knowledge show, and the decrease of this con- 
fidence may be accounted for- — 

" 1st By the great quantities of it in circulation. 

" Sd. The increasing scarcity of gold and silver, which has 
been exported in large quantities for the purchase of foreign 
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goods, and the scarcity of many articles of life, such as salt, 
spirits, woollen and linen cloths, which have risen to enormous 
prices, and the scarcity has had an effect upon every article of 
produce, and introduced a barter of one article for another. 

" 3d. The notorious practice of persons in the neighbourhood 
of the British army, who buy or procure great quantities of 
Continental currency at a low rate, and take it to a remote 
place to purchase gold and silver, all manner of produce, and 
even lands, to realize property, as they term it. 

" As this is an increasing thing, the imputation may be made 
as justly against us at Staunton as any where else they send us. 
That we are under the immediate protection of the Governor 
of Virginia, who has promised us protection, and who ought to 
be consulted as to the place we shall be located in his jurisdic- 
tion. That we are not prisoners of war, but persons who are 
deprived of our liberty on groundless suspicions, and ought not 
to be punished on suspicions, nor before we are convicted. 

" With respect to hardships, we represent, inter alia : 

" That the stock of necessaries we brought with us is nearly 
expended ; they have become absolutely necessary, especially 
in a limestone country, where the water has affected most 
of us. 

" That several of us are in want of linen and warm clothing, 
which cannot be had here at any price. 

" That the season of the year, the badness of the road, 
want of proper carriages, want of accommodation on ibe 
road, will endanger the lives of some of the aged and infirm 
among us. 

" That some of us are not in circumstances to bear such an 
expense, having no means to support their families in Philadel- 
phia, but their occupations ; and the money they brought with 
them in expectation of having their support, is expended, and 
they have no means of procuring a supply. 

" That our general conduct has been inofiensive, not having 
interfered in any political questions, nor used any means to in- 
fluence public measures. 
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" Thou wilt also endeavour to procure an order far our ex- 
pontes during our confinement here, and the more eipeciaUy if 
we are to be continued in confinement, for same of us cannot 
otherwise support themselves. 

" These hints will perhaps assist thee soliciting this affair. 
But we do not desire to anticipate thy own judgment And 
therefore conclude wiib our best wishes for thy success, and 
safe return. 

" Thy assured and obliged friend, 

" In behalf of my fellow- sufferers and myself, 

" MiEKB FlSBCR. 
" WinchMtM', Fredarick Count;, Titginia, 

20lb December, ITTT. 
■' To Aleiandet While, Eiquire." 



A. White being furnished with the papers, took leave of us 
this evening, and returned to his home, distant about two miles. 
He is to go on to Congress at Yorktown, in the morning. 

21st day of 12th month.— First day. Our morning meeting 
was attended by ten, and our afternoon meeting by twelve of 
our number ; none coming in front the country. 

This day George Gilpin of Alexandria arrived, on a visit 
to us. 

In the evening there wa< a line aurora borealis. 

S8d. — A letter was written to our friend Robert Pleasants. 

38th. — ^ine of our number, and George Gilpin, attended 
our meeting. Our friend, John Pemberton, appeared both in 
the morning and afternoon ; in both very profitably. 

SIst.— ^ur weekday meeting was attended by ten of our 
number, and George Gilpin and Joseph Lupton. The account 
of our being ordered to Staunton had reached our friends in 
the city, which must cause them great uneasiness. 

About 4 o'clock, aftemooD, we received a letter from Alex- 
ander While, Esq., dated at Yorktown, the S6th inst., inform- 
ing us he had conversed with the Pennsylvania delegates in a 
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body, and had delivered our memorial on the 24tb. He had 
conversed with several members of Congress, and entertained 
some h<^s of success. 



The preceding "Journal of Transactions, &c.," was kept by 
the exiles at Winchester, Virginia ; it commenced at the time 
of their being arrested at Philadelphia, in September, 1777, 
and continued to 3Ist December, 1777. This copy is taken 
from a journal in the handwriting of Samuel R, Fisher, which 
was his own copy of it ; and there does not appear to have 
been any Journal of the company kept after that time. 

The succeeding part of this narrative is copied from the 
diary of James Pemberton, and thus completes " The Journal 
of , the Friends in Exile in Virginia," it being from the termina- 
tion of the year 1777 to the 30th of April, 1778, on which 
day those members of the company which returned, reached 
Philadelphia. 

The diary of James Pemberton is in possession of his grand- 
son, James P. Parke. 



JOUKNAL OF THE FRIENDS IS EXILE IN VIRGINIA. 

TAKEN FROK THE DIAKY 07 JAKES PEUSEBTOH. 
Commencing Ist monib, 1776, and ending 30ih of 4(h moudi, 1778. 

Winchester, 1st day of Ist month, 1778.— Fifth day of the 
week. A moderate calm pleasant day for the season. In the 
afternoon, visited by Joseph Pemberton, Isaac and William 
Jackson, who called on their return from Hopewell 
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4th day. First day of the week.— Nine of our exUed com- 
pany, with Isaac and William Jackson, Rees Cadwallader, 
Sarah Brown, and Joseph PemberloD, William Matthew, John 
Hurst, Edward Jones, John James, Ruth Holland, Ruth Miller, 
and olher friends, attended our morning and afternoon meet- 
ings ; we were comforted by a sense of ancient kindness. 

My brother, John Femberton, gave a seasonable exhortation, 
which with a sense of the immediate attendinga of Divine 
favour, gave us fresh occasion for thankfulness. 

7th. — At a meeting on the 4th day of the week, our friends 
from Pennsylvania expressed a desire to see all our banished 
company together ; and this day being appointed, and notice 
sent them, our meeting was generally attended, and George 
Gilpin and our landlady were present. 

At the close we had a solid conference, at which our friends 
were informed of our present situation ; of the order for our 
removal to Staunton, and our memorial to Staunton. 

Our friend Isaac Zane, seemed under a religious concern to 
visit Congress and the Council. Our Pennsylvania friends all 
dined with us, and concluded to remain a few days in the 
neighbourhood, as we have expected the retuni of Alexander 
White. 

11th. — First day of the week. Ten of our company attended 
our meeting ; also George Gilpin, Benjamin Hough, John James, 
Thomas Millhouse, and other Friends. We spent the evening 
logelher, conferring on our present circumstances. 

We received a tetter from Alexander White, Esq., dated at 
Yorktown, on the Sih instant, informing us he had been at 
Lancaster, and presented our memorial to the President and 
Council of Pennsylvania, who soon came to a resolution to 
refer it to Congress, whose prisoners they considered us to be. 
That he could not obtain a copy of the resolve. But that the 
Secretary, Timothy Matlack, communicated lo him the letler 
he had written to the delegates of Pennsylvania, intimating, 
bat not expressly declaring, " TTlat as the original arrest teat 
thougkl by many not to have answered any good pitrpote, as 
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things bad tamed out, and the detaining in confinement not ter- 
viceable to the public cause, they wished us to be released," in 
fact, that they wanted us to be set at liberty to get rid of us. He 
said he would urge Congress to come to some further determi- 
nation, and he hoped to get their decision in a short time, and 
then to return to us here. A coDsideration of our business had 
been postponed by other matters engaging their attention. 

Thus we have at length obtained from the Council a tacit 
acknowledgment of the injustice of our banishment, and a 
declaration that we are not their prisoners ; — and Congress de- 
clare they will not have any thing to do with the internal policy 
of the different states ; — we certainly are not persons subject to 
the Board of War, for we were not taken as fighting men, or 
found in arms. 

This account of Alexander White, Esq., afibrded us a pros- 
pect of some favourable result ; but our hopes were much 
allayed by the accounts we subsequently received. 

lu the afternoon. Colonel David Kennedy called, and read 
OS an order to him from the governtRent of Virginia, directing 
him to carry into shict execution the orders of Congress,for our 
immediate removal to Staunton. Thus we are tossed about 
from one power to another, as we have been from the first of 
our suffering, which requires a further exercise of our pati«ice 
and stability. 

The contents of this letter plainly implying that Colonel 
Kennedy was to follow the directions, of the Board of War, 
we informed him of our expectations that he would watt till 
we heard further from Alexander White, to which he gave us 
little satisfaction, but appeared to be disposed to urge our im- 
mediate removal. 

ISth. — A cold frosty night, keenly cold, with little wind. 
This morning about 11 o'clock, Colonel Kennedy placed a 
guard at each door of our house, and we were again made 
«lose prisoners ; but in about an hour he ordered them away. 
Our landlord promoted it, because he found fault with guards 
being at his house ; and without our privity entered into a pro- 
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mige that no parsoD should be permitted to see era unless in hit 
presence. 

We received a letter from Alexander White, stating hit 
having returned home ; that he had ied our business unfinished 
before Congreas, but would come to see us in the morning. 

ISth. — Our banished company came together, except Thomas 
Wharton, who was quite unwell. Alexander White, Esquire, 
met us to give a particular account of his proceedings before 
the Congress, and before the President and Council of Penn- 
sylvania, on our memorial, on which he appears to have taken 
great pains, though yet without the desired effect. The Cotmr.il 
referred ihe case to Congress. On his return to Congress at 
York, it was again taken up several times, and as often po>t> 
poned through the influence of members opposed to us, and he 
came away, leaving the matter unfinished. Alexander While 
had made his own statement of our case in writing. 

Alexander White stated that be was assured by some mem- 
bers of the Board of War, that they did not mean to carry the 
order for our removal to Staunton at once into execution. 
We therefore thought it necessary to inform Colonel Kennedy 
of this view of the matter, and he readily agreed to suspend all 
preparations until further instructions came on, or that Congrese 
should determine upon it 

From the account Alexander White gave us of the conver- 
sations he had with several members of the Congress as well 
as the Council, there are many opinions.— .Some are far our da- 
charge, condemning Vie whole proceeding as arbitrary and wn- 
juiU Others ^r discharging us, because if we were dangerous 
men at the time of our being tahsi up, we would now do less 
harm in Philadelphia ihan where we are. — Others were for dis- 
charging us, because if we pursue our awn inclinations, to go 
where we choose, and go to Philadelphia, now in possession of the 
British, and toitlan their lines, our estates would he confiscated 
as persons joining the enemy. — Some were candid enough to say 
that they knew nothing could be proved against us. 

Colonel Wood, lately returned from camp, appears to inteisst 
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tuDiietf very much in our hard case; as also Juieph Holmes, 
the Commissary. The letter to him from the Board of War, 
approved of his conduct generally, since they knew he had 
granted ob the liberty of the town and vicinity of Winchester; 
and he had no intention of taking any steps for our removal 
until he heard the result of our memorial to Congress. 

George Gil}>in, who was here on a visit to his brother, 
Thomas Gilpin, has long awaited the return of Alexandef 
White, Esq., to know the result of his negotiation ; he now 
^pressed a willingness to go to Congress, and use hia endea- 
vours for an honourable determination of our memorial, the 
consideration of which it was expected would be taken up 
again. 

On a conference thereon, it was agreed to his going, parti- 
cularly as he is well acquainted with some of the delegates 
from Pennsylvania and Virginia, and has been in tho public 
service from the commencement of the war till the end of 
this campaign ; holding the office of Colonel in the Fairfax 
otilitia. He had a proper sense of the justness of our cause, 
and of the ill policy of tlie measure proposed against us. We 
are. therefore, to furnish him with the neceseary papers to pro- 
■secute his business. He goes first to his home at Alexandria, 
and from thence in a few days to York. 

17ih. Seventh day of the week. — Israel Pemberton wrote to 
his wife, eDclosing.his letter to Elias Boudinot. George Gilpin 
set off about ten o'clock. A dull day; rain and hail most of the 
day. 

18lh. First day. — Our meetings silent; a high northwest 
wind and cold atmosphere. Received the following letter from 
Colonel Joseph Holmes to Miers Fisher, dated 

" SbippenibuT;, ITlh oTJanDtr;, ITT8. 
" DiAa Sir, — 

" On a second consideration of the request of yourself and 
the rest of the gentlemen, I have thought it will be attended 
,with civil consequences to you. 
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" You'll remember it was the opiniim of some genllemen, 
who are your friends, that the reasons oa which the order of 
the Board of War was founded, was priocipally owing to that 
indulgence permitting the gentlemen to ride out among the io- 
b&bitants. 

" I am very sensible die complaints were made to (he Board 
by some men in Winchester; and since they find it gives ear 
to such mischievous clamours, and puts you to so much trouble 
and expense, they will be glad of the opportunity to blow the 
matter up again should they meet with success. It is no more 
than probable, taking the two complaints together, the Board 
may order matters to be more disagreeable, than is at present 
expected. 

" I hope you are welt convinced of my sentiments in regard 
to your unhappy situation, and likewise my confidence in you, 
and that you will not judge it to be any fear I entertain of the 
security of your persons. Believe me, I have not the least 
shadow of doubt in my mind of the gentlemen's fidelity ; my 
only motive is to prevent the bad efTecIs, which it appears to 
me would arise, and make the gentlemen more unhappy. 

" You are not so unthinking as to know, snould those evil- 
minded persona transmit to the Board another libel, to come to 
hand before Colonel Gilpin gets down, it might in a great mea- 
sure prevent his succeeding. 

" I leave this to your own consideration, and hope you will 
judge wisely with him, 

" Who is sincerely your friend, and 

" Most humble servant, 

" JOBEPB HoLlUS. 

" To Miers Fisher, Esq." 

John Hough wrote us, that George Gilpin had called at his 
house CD his way home, who informed him that we were 
allowed to remain at Wiocbesier till Congress would decide 
on our memorial 

George Gilpin agreed to come to John Hough's on 2d day. 
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as he designed to get Colonel Pe3^on to accompany them to 
Congrees. We answered John Hough's letter by the return of 
his son, and enclosed one from John Magill, Esq., to S. Harvie, 
and one from Colonel Wood to another delegate in Congress. 

33d. Fifth day of the week.— A clear cold day ; about eleven 
o'clock Colonel Kennedy came to ask us how many wagons 
would be necessary lo remove us to Staunton, as he thought 
he must execute the orders of the Governor of Virginia, to 
obey those of the Board of War. 

We endeavoured to convince him that the orders from the 
Governor could only be conditional ; that when we were re- 
moved he was to furnish the means of conveyance to Joseph 
Holmes, the Commissary. 

We slated that the Commissary had acquainted the Board 
with our memorial to Congress, and of his having deferred to 
execute the order till an answer was relurned. 

We remarked that we believed there were but few persons 
in Winchester who entertained any prejudice against us, but if 
there were any and we could know it and the cause, we would 
be glad of an opportunity to remove it, and to correct or ex- 
plain any part of our conduct which had been objectionable to 
them. 

He said he knew nothing, but that some millers had lately 
refused to grind rye and other grain for the distillers, which 
they thought was owing to our advice and influence. 

We told him ws understood it to be by the advice of our 
Society to its members, and not by us. 

He acknowledged that caution was necessary, but it ought 
to be done by the Legislature, and not by private persona. 
He said be disapproved so much of the practice of distilling 
spirit from grain, that he and some others designed to apply to 
tbe Legislature for a law to prohibit it. 

3fith. First day of the week. — Our meeting held as usual in 
the morning and in the afternoon, when John Hunt made some 
encouraging remarks to us. 

William Matthews, from Yorktown, informed us that he had 
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lell Yorktown on 5th day, 26th> when several of the committee 
from Pipe Creek had laid before a committee of Congress, the 
sufferings of the eiciles. Se<i%ra) of the delegates were favoura- 
bly disposed, but others were sworn against us, having strong 
prejudices against the Society. No particular cause was 
argued for our unjust banishment, nor any complaint against 
any part of our conduct here. 

William Matthews brought the following order from the 
new Board of War, which we showed to Colonel Kennedy, 
when he came to see us on the arrival of the mail from Balti- 
more. 

« Wu Office, Slit Juiht;, 1178. 
" Sia,- 

" As the prisoners sent from Pennsylvania have sent a me- 
morial lo Congress, which lays before them undetermined, I 
am to direct you to suspend the removal of those gentlemen to 
Staunton, uutil you receive the further directions of this Board. 
" I am, with due respect, 

" HoBATio Gates, 

" PresidenL 

" To the County Lieutenant of Frederick, or Deputy Com- 
missary General of prisoners, of Winchester, Virginia, sent to 
the Honourable John Harvie." 

SlsL — This morning the celebrated Colonel Jacob Moi^an, 
lately returned from the American camp, on a visit to hia 
family, residing about fifteen miles from Winchester, came to 
■ee us. 

After some conversation we found him more free and sociable 
in his expressions than we expected. We gave him one of the 
pamphlets containing the narrative of our case until we were 
sent out of Philadelphia. 

We conversed on this and other subjects atlably. He ap- 
peared impartial and disposed to hear, by which means some 
objeotioDi which he made to our conduct were answered, and 
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the unfavourable prepossessions which be had received coti' 
ceming Friends arising from wrong reports, obviated. 

He acknowledged we had been treated injuriously, and in- 
consistent toiih liberty and the common justice due to us and to 
all men, by being banished and deprived of a hearing which we 
had demanded. 

1st day of 2d month, 1778. First day of the week. — Our 
meetings both morniag and aflernoon small 

2d. — Attended the monthly meeting at Hopewell, this day 
the second of the week. 

John Hunt spoke largely and prophetically, saying the night 
was far gone and the day of our deliverance was at hand ; but 
be stated he should Kot have another public opportunity ujitA 
Jriends there ; he said distress and calamity would be spread 
over the country. 

6th. — A fine day. In the evening Isaac Zane returned from 
Yorktowo. He gave us an account of the conferences he and 
the friends who acooiiipaoied him had with the delegates of 
Congress. In these, they had an opportunity to correct many 
of the folse reports ccmceminglhe conduct of Friends in Peno- 
dylvania, which had occasioned them to be under great preju- 
dices against our religious Society. 

He also stated that in pursuance of their application, a com- 
mittee of three members was appointed by Congress to meet 
them 00 oar particular circumstance, which gave them an 
opportunity for a candid hearing. 

At length they allowed that they had no other accusation 
against us than the several episUes of advice which had been 
published by the Meeting fm- Sufferings in Philadelphia, exciting 
the members of our religious Society to maintain a condJtct con- 
sistent with our religious principles. 

The committee urged our enlargement from exile, or that 
Congress would give us an opportunity to be heard in our de- 
fence, which hitherto could not be obtained. 

After some time, a resolve of Congress, dated on the S9lii, 
was delivered to tbem, of which the followiog is a copy 
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IH CONGRB8& 

-asthJuiiurj, 1TT& 

*' Resolved, That the prisoners now at Winchester, in the 
State of Virginia, who have been apprehended by the govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the resolution of Con- 
gress dated 28tli August, 1777, be discharged from their con- 
finement, on their taking or subscribing either the oath or 
affirmation of allegiance, as prescribed by the laws of Penn- 
sylvania, or the following oath or affirmation, at the option of 
the persons concerned. 

" I, A. B., do swear, (or afGrm) that I acknowledge myself a 
subject of ihe State of Pennsylvania, as a free and independent 
stale, and that I will in all things demean myself as a good and 
faithful subject ought to do." 

We received a letter from Geoi^ Gilpin, dated at York- 
town, 1st February, 1778, informing m he came to that place 
in company with John Hoi^h, the day after the foregoing 
resolve, and met Isaac Zane and four of our friends, who had 
been attending to our business. He had conversations with 
several members of Congress, who as men, wished we were in 
Philadelphia attending to our families. 

7th day of 2d month. — Sent a copy of the resolve of Con- 
gress, and George Gilpin's letter, to Philadelphia. 

8th day. First day of the week. — Our meeting in the morn- 
ing attended by twelve of the exiles. Wind at northeast, and 
snow. 

loth day of 8d month. — A more southerly wind. About 
five o'clock. Dr. Thomas Parke and James Morton, to our 
great joy, and utwxpected surprise, came from Philadelphia to 
see us, and brought us letters. 

Our friends had remained in anxious solicitude and suspense 
on account of the orders sent to remove us to Staunton ; our 
letters since the orders were countermanded, bad not reached 
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them ; and for want of Dot knowing how things were, these 
friends had to undertake this long journey, to come to see us. 
We speot the evening in inquiries about our families, and the 
gfflwr&l state of things in Philadelphia. 

19th. — A clear day and windy. Ground covered wiUi snow. 
Doctor Parke and James Morton, accompanied by John Pem- 
berton, and Thomas Gilpin, went to Hopewell meeting, and to 
visit our companions there. John Pemberton and Thomas 
Gilpin returned in the evening. 

ISth. — Sixth day of the week, windy, clear and cold. 
Thomas Bales and William Robinson, of North Carolina, 
who were with us about four weeks ago, came back from the 
Indian country. They had gone to within thirty miles of Pitts- 
burg, where they were apprehended by some of the magistrates 
of Westmoreland County, and the test of allegiance to the 
Slates tendered lo them, which they refusing to take, were put 
under ccnGnement, and treated as prisoners near a month, their 
certificates taken from them, and treated with rough language 
and many threats ; but on the violence of the people abating, 
they were discharged, though not allowed to proceed on thetr 
journey; the magistrates withdrawing their warrant, afler iheir 
steady refusal to comply with tbeir arbitrary demands ; and as 
they were not permitted to accomplish their journey, they were 
most easy to return home. The people on the frontiers are In 
commotion from an apprehension of an Indian war, some of 
the Indian people having been killed in a very cruel manner by 
the whites. 

14th day of 2d month, 177a— Cloudy and snow. Dr. TbcMnas 
Parke and James Morton, spent the evening with us, and as 
there appeared a necessity for their speedy return, they con- 
cluded to set off on 2d day morning, the 10th. 

l&th of 2d month. First day of the week. — Our meeting 
this morning consisted of only seven of us exiles, who reside 
in the house of Philip Bush, and three from Isaac Brown's, 
with Doctor Parke and James Morton, (James Femberton's 
two sons-in-law,) who came last week lo visit us, Henry 
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Drinksr, Samuel Pleasants, and Thomas Gilpin being in their 
chambers unwell. 

16th day of 2d month.— A clear cold day. After dinner, 
about three o'clock, Doctor Thomas Parke and James Morton 
left us, intending to go to Lewis Neale's that night Thomas 
Fisher, Miers Fisher, and Thomas Affleck accompanied them ; 
I (James Pemberton) was too unwell to go out I thus parted 
with my two sons. I wrote to my family, and sent my diary 
from the tiiue of my leaving Reading, the 20th of 9th month, io 
the 14th instant 

In the evening, I had cause to suspect that Thomas Pike 
had eloped, having left us thia morning under a pretence of 
going to Isaac Zane's ironworks, and were informed he did 
not go there. I gave my sons notice to prevent his imposing 
himself upon them in the course of (heir journey. I thought 
it best they should return by way of Fairfax, as it was first in- 
tended ; and sent my servant Richard with a note stating that 
our company considered that Thomas Pike had acted dis- 
honourably ; that he was suspected of going off, and that Com- 
missary Holmes would be informed of it in the morning. 

17th. — In the afternoon, Major Holmes called; he had heard 
of Thomas Pike's el<^)ement We told him all the circum- 
atlDces we knew of him ; that he was a stranger to us till he 
was sent away with us from Philadelphia ; but we considered 
him not to be under the same restraint of principle which 
we are- 
Major Holmes behaved very politely to us on the occasion. 
He took a memorandum toward forming an advertisement, 
and having to send an express to the Board of War, he would 
inform Congress of the suspicions respecting him. 

20th day of 3d month. — Sixth day of the week ; dull, cold 
weather. George Gilpin arrived from Yorktown and Lan- 
caster, where he had been since the 28th of last month, using 
his endeavours for a favourable determination of our memorials 
to the Congress and to the Council of Pennsylvania, — in which 
he was not successfhL He informed us that oo his arrival at 
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York, he found our friends had nearly completed their con- 
ference with the delegates, and that Congress had entered into 
" the ResolTe," on the contents of our memorial. 

Some of the members of Congress told George Gilpin, that 
if the Council of Pennaytvania tcould signify their desire for 
ow ditcharge, they beheved Congress would agree to it It was 
accomplished in this way, as it will hereafter appear. 

George Gilpin very prudently did not njake himself known 
to the President, and but few of the people, and returned to us, 
alter having been detained at the crossing of the Susquehanna 
eight days by the ice. 

33d. — A message' was sent us from E. JoliSe's, that our 
friend John Hunt, who had been confined to his bed for several 
days, was much worse ; being suddenly seized with a pain in 
his leg which had rendered it entirely useless, and greatly 
alarmed the family. 

88th. — James Pemberlon returned from Thomas Brown's, 
and found onr friend Thomas Gilpin in a very unfavourable 
way; reduced by much weakness, though not attended by pain 
or a high fever. His three brothers, Thomas Fisher, Samuel 
R. Fisher, and Miers Fisher, attend him with great care and 
auction. 

Winchester, 1st day of 3d month, 1778. First day of the 
week. — Our meeting this morning was small, six of us only 
attending. In the afternoon, with our friends Isaac Everelt 
and William Penrose, from York County, Pennsylvania, we 
had about thirty persons, the largest meeting we have had for 
a considerable time. 

2d. — About half-past twelve o'clock, 8d day of 3d month, 
1778, our fellow-sufferer, Thomas Gilpin, was taken out of this 
transitory life. He had been in a low state for several days, 
and had borne his previous sickness with great patience, as he 
had borne bis unreasonable e^ile, and cruel separation from his 
wife and family. 

Having been blessed with a mild disposition, and good 

mental qualifications, his intercourse with us has been always 

14 
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steady and amiable, so ihat he has been apparently contented 
since our confinennent. He has borne his affliction with great 
stability and fortitude, and was sustained through his illness 
with great composure of mind. He was blessed with his un- 
derstanding to the last, and sensible of his approaching end, 
which he expressed to his brothers, who affectionately attended 
him. He had been ill with a fever, the consequence of a severe 
'Cold, which he had caught by exposure about two weeks 
iiefore. 



07 THE ILLNESS AMD DEOEASE OF THOUAS GILPIH, OP 
PHILADELPHIA, AT WINCHESTER, VIBOIKIA. 
From tbe Journal of briel FembertoD. 

The case of our friend, Thomas Gilpin, has been painful to 
us alL 

By exposing himself after our meeting, on the 6th day of 
the 2d month, 1778, in the meadow, about a mile from Win- 
chester, he took a violent cold, but after taking some medicine, 
he appeared to be as well as usual. 

On the 12th, he went with our friend John Pemberton, Doc- 
tor Parke, and James Morton, to Hopewell meeting, and on 
returning home, he was indisposed, and went early to bed. 

On first day, the 15th, at his request. Doctor Parke bled 
him, but this did not afford him relief. 

On third day he seemed worse, his fever having increased, 
. and Doctor Parke having gone to Philadelphia, he was attended 
to by Doctor Macky; and after taking some diluting drinks, 
we considered him better. 

On the 19th, his brother George Gilpin returned to Win- 
chester, from Yorktown, where he had been to Congress, and 
to the Executive Council of Pennsylvania, on our account; he 
then appeared better, and we were without any apprehension 
of danger ; so that his brother George Gilpin left him on the 
aoih, to go to his own family at Alexandria. 
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But on the seventh day of the neek, the Slst, he grew much 
weaker, and could bear but little conversation ; from that time 
til) the S8d, he began to be ill, and we apprehended he was in 
danger. 

On the 36th and 27th he had less fever, but his weakness in- 
creased till the first of the 3d month, when he was evidently so 
very ill that we apprehended his approaching dissolution. 

About 10 o'clock at night, a rough draft of his will had been 
brought to him, in which it waa said that " he with a number of 
others, had been unjustly banished ;" but he desired that such 
an expression should not be continued in it, as it would cast a 
reflection on persons who had caused it. And after this, I took 
leave of him, when he was quite sensible and composed, and 
he told me he had nothing upon his mind. 

In about half an hour, he desired his wife's brothers to re- 
member his dear love to his wife and children. Soon after 
this, the young woman who attended us, sat by him, and he 
said, " Katy, I am going the way of all flesh, and I hope it ia 
in mercy ; thou hast been a good girl, and my brothers will 
reward thee ;" and after a short interval, he said, " There are 
many religions in the world, and a variety of forms, which 
have occasioned great persecutions, and the loss of many lives, 
each contending that they are right ; but there is but one true 
religion, arising from faith in God, and in his son Jesus Christ, 
and hope in his mercy. A monitor placed in every mind, 
which if we attend to, we cannot err." He repeatedly expressed 
a wish that this monitor was attended to. He several times 
desired those about him to be very still, as he hoped he should 
also be; after which he said very little, his breath grew shorter, 
and without sigh or groan, or any sensible emotion, he quietly 
departed at half an hour af^er midnight 

He was interred in Friends' burial ground at Hopewell, in 
Fairfax County, near Winchester, Virginia, on the third day 
of the week, the third day of the third month, 1778, attended by 
a considerable number of Friends, and a few others, although 
the season was very severe, and the notice not so general as 
was intended. * 



du Google 



S'lS EXILBS VEOH 

After the interment, we had a good meeting at Hopeweit, in 
which our friends Jushua Brown and Isaac Everett had an 
acceptable testimony; the latter in fervent supplications, which 
I believe ascended with acceptance to the throne of grace, and 
in which our distant friends are remembered, who are com- 
panions in our afflictions. 

Thus, one of us is happily released from ihe power of our 
oppressors ; and as our landlady observed, " He died like a 
Christian," which I believe may be truly said of him. 

I had but little acquaintance with bim before our being con- 
fised together; but his conduct recommended him much to my 
esteem. 

He was steady in maintaining his own sentiments, but with 
due care to give no cause of offence to others. His principles 
were liberal, free from bigotry to any party : thus he could dis- 
cover that which was laudable or culpable in either. He sup- 
ported his opinion, but without severity ; and never expressed 
one murmur or complaint on our unjust sufiering during his 
illness. 

ISBABL PeHBEKTOK. 
Winchraler, 3d month, 1TT8. 



Winchester, 3d day of the 3d month, 1778. Second day of 
the week. — Very cold and clear. We hear that John Hunt is 
much the same as for a day or two past. Henry Drinker and 
Samuel Pleasants came down stairs, and are recovering. 
Doctor Macky says that the town of Winchester has never 
been so sickly before. 

3d. Third day of the week. — A dull morning, the wind from 
the north, cold. This day being appointed for the interment of 
our fellow-exile, Thomas Gilpin, and the arrangements being 
made, the company set off from the house of Philip Bush, 
Winchester, about ten o'clock, several persons from the neigh- 
bourhood, and some town people attending. The snow being 
deep, and the roads much unbeaten, we did not reach Hope- 
well meeting (six miles,) until near one o'clock, where there 
were many oth«r Friends assembled. After the interment we ' 
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had a satisfactory sitting at the meeting-houBe, and returned to 
Winchester. 

Slh day of the 3d month, nnd the first day of the week.— 
Eight of our company attended our meeting at the house of 
Philip Bush ; meeting silent. 

12th. — Went out to David Brown's, but returned to Hope- 
welt, where we received an unfavourable account of John 
Hunt; a mortification had begun in his leg, and made such 
progress thai an amputation of his limb was the only means of 
arresting it. John Pemberlon went immediately to visit him. 

15th day of Sd month. First day of the week. — Six of ua, 
lodgers at Philip Bush's, made up the meeting. Miers Fisher 
confined to his chamber unwell. 

John Hunt had been visited at Hopewell by our friend John 
Pemberton, and his case was so precarious that it was con- 
cluded to send for Doctor General Stephens, an old and ex- 
perienced physician and surgeon, for hia opinion and judgment. 
William Smith had rode all night on 7lh day, to invite him to 
come i he living twenty miles from HopewelL 

On the meeting of Drs. Macky and Stephens, they came to 
a conclusion that an amputation was the only expedient to 
save the patient's life; which, when communicated to John 
Hunt, he received the information with a composed mind. He 
agreed the operation should be performed, and they fixed upon 
the next day for the purpose. 

16th. — We had concluded for some time to remove our 
quarters from Philip Bush's; divers reasons concurring to 
render it expedient. The persons who have sent ua here 
having taken no pains to provide a place fa- our residence, or 
any support for us, we are under the necessity of seeking out a 
suitable one for ourselves; and our friend David Brown, who 
lives about five miles southward of Winchester, having agreed 
to accommodate us, my brothers, Israel Pemberton, John Pem- 
berton, and myself, Henry Drinker, and Samuel Pleasants, 
concluded to go there. Our friends, David Brown and Sarah 
his wife, had prepared the house to receive as, and we took a 
friendly leave of our landlord, Philip Bush, and his wife. 
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My brother John PembertoD informs me, that Edward Pen- 
niDgton continues very pooriy, and &s Miers Fisher has been 
unwell for several days, he and his brothers, Thomas Fisher 
and Samuel R. Fisher, have been prevented from removing to 
Lewis Neale's, as intended. 

23d. — This morning the physicians having concluded thai 
an amputation was the only means by which the life of our 
friend John Hunt could be preserved, it was communicated to 
him, and he became resigned to it. 

He was enabled to endure the operation with fortitude and 
composure, so that the surgeon observed to him when he had 
finished and dressed the wound, " Sir, you have behaved like a 
hero !" to which he mildly replied, " I have endeavoured to 
bear it like a Christian." The physicians continued to attend 
him with care, and had for some days hopes of his recovery, 
as for some time afterwards he appeared lively. 

31st day of 3d month. — Clear, cold, windy. In the after- 
noon we received from Samuel Fleasanis, who had been at 
Winchester, the following extract of a letter, from John Harvie, 
a delegate in Congress, to John Magill, Esquire, at Winchester, 
dated at Yorktown a few days past. 

" Congress have ordered the Board of War to deliver the gen- 
tlemen of Philadelphia, now prisoners at Winchester, to the 
order of the State of Pennsylvania, which means shortly to 
send for them and bring them to trial on the charge formerly 
established." 

Which John Magill delivered with the letter, that we might 
be informed fully of the contents of it. 

First day of 4th month, 1778, fourth day of the week.— A 
very spring-like morning. 

1 went over alone to Hopewell, having been for some days 
desirous to see our afflicted friend, John Hunt, and was in- 
formed there, he was released from the afflictions and troubles 
of this life at about 10 o'clock, on the 31st of 3d month, and 
when I reached Eliza Joli^'s, my fellow-exiles residing tb«>e 
had agreed upon his interment to be to-morrow morning, and 
Charles Eddy hod gone to inform us of il. 
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Edward Pennington is very unwell, but as his disorder has 
reached his feet, he may soon recover. 

James Pemberton states that be had received the following 
particulars respecting the decease of our worthy friend, John 
Hunt 

He bore bis heavy trial with great patience and Christian 
resignation, which conveyed instruction to all who were with 
him ; he was cheerful though silent, and after as well as be- 
fore the operation, slept and eat sufficiently. His having laid 
so long in one position was tiresome and painful. He bore the 
dressing of the wound well ; yet in about a week he declined. 
Something of a paralytic affection attended him, and his speech 
faltered as he grew weaker. He remained in a very composed 
state of mind, and expressed no apprehensions concerning him- 
self, and he departed this life very easily, on the 31st day of 
3d month, at about 10 o'clock in the evening. 

Second of 4th month ; fifth day of the week. — I set ofiF before 
eight o'clock, with my brother John Pemberton and A. M'Coy, 
for Hopewell, to attend the interment of our dear friend, John 
Hunt. Rain fell until we reached Winchester, but not afler- 
wards. 

We reached E. JolifTe's, and the company, which was large 
and consisted of Friends and others, started at 10 o'clock. 
After the interment in the grave-yard near the meeting-house, 
the company retired into it, and we had a very satisfactory 
meeting. 

Thus the last act of respect and love was solemnly paid to 
the remains of a dignified minister of the Gospel, whose gift 
was eminent, and he had laboured in it forty years. His de- 
livery was clear and intelligible, and his doctrine soimd and 
edifying. He was often favoured with great power and de- 
monstration, singularly manifested in our meetings for worship 
we had durii^ the time of our exile at Winchester. And he 
^pressed himself much concerned that the inhabitants should 
come to a knowledge of the truth, and a due feeling for their 
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own elernal welfare ; and although but few of them knew ub, 
yet they were desirous to attend our meetings. 

Being a man possessing a clear judgment and strong natural 
abilities, improved by long religious experience, he was a use- 
ful member of our religious Society ; careful for the support of 
our discipline, and spoke often pertinently to matters under 
consideration. 

He was in the 67ih year of his age; strong constitution; 
low in stature ; but favoured through life with general good 
health. 

Fifth day of 4th month, first day of the week. — I went with 
my brother, Israel Pemberton, and Samuel Pleasants, to the 
Centre Meeting. 

lOih. — Joseph Holmes informs us he meant to go to York- 
town, to visit Congress ; and Thomas Affleck being much 
afflicted by the news of the illness of his wife and children in 
Philadelphia, is very desirous to go with him. in order to apply 
to Congress for liberty to visit them. 

iSth. — In the afternoon, J. Musser came as express, to bring 
a letter from J. Webbs, Lancaster, dated the 12th, to inform us 
that four of our near relatives and wives, Phebe Pemberton, 
Mary Pleasants, Susanna Jones, and Eliza Drinker, had come 
up there a few days before to use their endeavours to obtain 
justice from our persecutors, and a release from our unmerited 
banishment. 

They write us that two persons, authorized by the President 
and Council of Pennsylvania, set out the day before to take 
charge of us, in pursuance of a resolve of Congress to the 
Board of War, to deliver us over to the President and Council ; 
and by a letter to James Pemberton from Charles Thomson, 
Secretary to Congress, now received, dated the 7th inst., 1 
have a copy of the resolve, as follows, to wit : 

•■lDCciiiKKM,l6tliofMuoh, 1778. 

" Resolved, That (he Board of War be directed to deliver 
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over to the Prendent and Council of Fennsylvania, the prisoners 
sent from that State to Virginia. 

*' Extract from the minutes, 

" Ch&bl&3 Thomson, 

" Secretary." 

And by a letter dated 18th, a copy of the resolve of the 
Board of War came to my brother, Israel Pemberton, to wit : 

•■ Yoiktown, 8Ui April, 1778. 
" Sir,— 

" You are hereby directed and authorized to deliver over to 
the order of the President and Council of Pennsylvania, all the 
prisoners of that State now under your care. 

" Horatio Gates, 

" President. 
" To Joseph Holmes, Esq., 

" Deputy Commissary of Prisoners at Winchester." 

Also the following subjoined : 

" YotktowD, 8th April, IT7& 

" SlE,— 

" By order of Congress, we enclose you our directions to 
Joseph Holmes, Esq., Deputy Commissary of Prisoners at Win- 
chester, to deliver over to the President and Council of Penn- 
sylvania, or iheir order, all persons under his care belonging to 
that State. The orders of Congress, which are also enclosed, 
are dated 26th of March, 1778 ; and would have been imme- 
distely attended to, had not the Board expected an application 
from the President and Council for the delivery of the prisoners 
to some person authorized to receive them. 
" I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

" Horatio Gates, 

" President. 
" To his Excellency, the President and Council of Pennsyl- 
vania." 
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The IraosacUoQ of this business relating to oor releasement, 
manifests great toatteDtion, whether designed or accidental we 
leave— but we had reason to conclude that James Femberton's 
letter of the 31st ultimo, to Charles Thomson, iafbrming him 
of the intelligence we had received of the orders of Congress, 
and requesiing a copy to be sent us, produced an early deter- 
mination on our case. 

We are at a loss to conjecture from what culpaUe motion 
an influence was exerled in the Council of Pennsylvania, to 
continue us in confinement at Winchester — many of us very 
unwell and sufTering in body and in mind after the loss of two 
of our companions by death. After the time of the resolve of 
Congress, of the 16th March, 1776, to liberate us, to tha time 
our situation was forced upon the Council of Pennsylvania, by 
the resolution of the Board of War, dated 8th of April, the 
long time of twenty-three days passed when the order to Joseph 
Holmes, Esq., commissary of the prisoners, became absolute. 

It appears that the order of the Board of War was imme- 
diately sent forward to the Council at Lancaster, which came 
to the resolve to send us two messengers to escort us to Ship- 
pensburg, and thus to discharge us. 

The resolution of the Executive Council of Pennsylvania is 
as follows, viz. : 



"IN CODNCIL. 

" Lucutor, April Stii, 1T76. 
" The resolve of the Congress of 16th March last, ' That the 
Board of War be directed to deliver over to the order of the 
President and Council of Pennsylvania, the prisoners sent from 
this State to Virginia,' being now read, and the law for the 
further security of the government taken into consideration, as 
far as aflects the said prisoners. 
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" Thereupon ordered. That the aaid prisoners, to wil: 

Israel FembertoD, Thomas Gilpin, 

John Pemberton, Samuel R. Fi^er, 

John Hunt, Samuel Pleasants, 

Thomas Wharton, Owen Jones, Jr., 

James Pemberton, Charles Jervis, 

Edward Pennington, Miers Fisher, 

Henry Drinker, Thomas Affleck, 

Thomas Fisher, William Smith, 

Charles Eddy, William Drewet Smith, 
Elijah Brown, 

be brought to Shtppensburg, and tbere enlarged. 

" That they be informed of the law passed fur the secarity 
of the government, by giving to Mr. Israel Pemberton or some 
one of the prisoners, a printed copy of the said law for the in- 
spection of the whole. [See page 225.] 

" That Mr. Francis Y. Baily and Captain Lang, be appointed 
to apply to the Board of War to receive from them an order 
for the delivery of the prisoners sent from this state to Virginia, 
and that the Board of War be requested to give orders for siich 
assistance in procuring wagons to bring the prisoners on to 
this state as may be necessary. That the said Francis Y. 
Baily and Captain Lang receive and conduct the said prisoners 
to Shippcnsburg, in this state, and there set them at liberty; and 
that on their journey they may be treated with the respect due 
to their characters. 

" Ordered, That the Lieutenants of the counties through 
which the aforesaid prisoners may pass, give the necessary 
assistance to Mr. Baily and Captain Lang, by furnishing 
wagons and other assistance they will be in need of. 
"Extracts from the minutes, 

" T. Mat LACK, 

" Secretary.** 

It will be observed on comparing the list, that the prisoners 
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to be brought back into Pennsylvania, are mentioned to be 
the same as those sent into banishment, with the exception of 
Thomas Pike, who had left the company. 

But it was well known in Pennsylvania that two of the com- 
pany had died, owing to some of the causes connected with 
iheir situation, and the anxieties which had from time to time 
affected them j and yet — Could it have been unknown to the 
Council of Pennsylvania, or could they have so disregarded 
the feelings of society, as to place the names of two highly 
esteemed individuals, who died in Virginia during their long 
and unmerited banishment, in the list of those liberated to return 
home to their families I ! 

The^e had been previously liberated from the hand of the 
oppressor •. 

Thomas Gilpin died on the 2d of the third month, 1778. 
John Hunt died on the 31st of the third month, 1778. 

It is far more than probable that the general sympathy ex- 
isting nn the occasion, called for this act of restitution as a 
compromise respecting the remaining suflerers. 

The following is a copy of the orders given by the President 
and Council of Pennsylvania, to Captain James Lang and 
Francis Y. Baily, Esq., relative to their conduct to the prisoners 
on their route from Winchester, Virj^nia, to Pennsylvania. 

"IN COONCIL. 

"Lancastsr, April lOth, 1773, . 
" Gemtlehkn,— 

" The enclosed resolves of the Council will show that you 
are appointed and authorized to conduct the prisoners sent from 
this state to Virginia, from Winchester, the place of their pre- 
sent confinement. 

" It is reported that several of those gentlemen are in a bad 
slate of health, and unfit to travel ; if you find this to be the 
case, they muit be lefl where they are for the preseal. Those 
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of them who are in health, you tire to bring with' you, treating 
them on the road with that polite attention and care which is 
due from men who act on the purest motivest to gentlemen 
whose stations in life entitle them to respect, however they may 
differ in political sentiments from those in whose power they 
are. You will please to gire them every aid in your power 
by procuring the necessary means of travelling, in wagons or 
otherwise, with such baggage as may be convenient for them 
OD the road. 

"Enclosed is an order of the Board of War to Joseph 
Holmes, Esq., to deliver over those gentlemen to the order of 
the Council and for the delivery being made to you. 

" Perhaps it may be convenient to divide those geotlemen 
into two companies, for their better accommodation on the 
road; in this respect you may consult the inclination and 
choice of the gentlemen themselves. Your own prudence aikl 
good sense will direct you in such incidents as may turn up, in 
which the Council have no doubt but that your conduct will 
justify their confidence in you. 

" I am, gentlemen, with much respect, 
" Your very humble servant, 

" Thouas Wkartoi*, Jr. 

" To Francis Y. Baily and 

Captain James Lang." 

It is proper to remark that this letter was the last official act 
of Thomas Wharton relative to the prisoners. He died at Lan- 
caster, 23d of May, 1778. 

Four of the female relations, to wit, Mary Pleasants, Su- 
sanna Jones, Eliza Drinker, and Phebe Pemberton, came out 
of Philadelphia, and passed the English and American lines, to 
visit General Washington at his camp at Valley Forge, about 
the fourth of April, in order to procure permission to send pro- 
vinons to their friends, and to meet them on Iheir way home. 
They had written previously to General Washington the fol> 
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lowmg letter. This letter and visit produced the following letters 
from him to Grovernor Thomas Wharton, jun. 

» Fbiluklpfaia, Slit oTtbe 3d month, 1778. 
" TO SBHERAL WASHINaTON. 

"Esteemed Friend, — 

" The pressing necessity of an application to thee, when per- 
haps thy other engagements of importance may by it be inter- 
rupted, I hope ■will plead my excuse. It is on behalf of myself 
and the rest of the suffering and afflicted parents, wives, and 
near connexions of our beloved husbands, now in banishment 
at Winchester. What adds to our distress in this sorrowful 
circumstance is the account we have lately received of the 
removal of one of them by death, and that divers of them are 
much indisposed ; andss we find they are in want of necessaries 
proper for sick people, we desire the favour of General Wash- 
ington to grant a protection for one or more wagons, and for 
the persons we may employ to go with them, in order that they 
may be accommodated with what is suitable, for which we 
shall be much obliged. 

" Signed, on behalf of the whole, 

" Mart Pembertom." 

" Hendqaarten, Valley Forje, 5th April, 1778. 
" TO HIS EXCELLEKOY OOVEBltOR WHARTON. 

" Sir.— 

" I take the liberty to enclose you a letter from Mrs. Mary 
Femberton, requesting a passport for some wagons to be sent 
oat with articles for the use of her husband and others now in 
confinement; as the persons concerned are prisoners of the 
State, I did not think proper to coniply with her requesL 

" I have assured her I would transmit the letter to you, and 
did not doubt but that the application would meet your early 
concurrence. 
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" If yoii will be pleased to send the passport required, to me, 
I will convey it by a flag; the letter menlions one or more 
wagons. I dare say you will estend the indulgence as far as 
may be recjuisile and consistent with propriety. 
" I have the honour to be, sir, 

" Your moat obedient servant, 

" G- WAaHINOTOK." 



" TO HIS SXOELLENOT THOKAE WHAETON, ESQ; AT LANCASTER. 
" Rradqnuten, Vallej Forge, 6 April, ITTS. 

" Sir,— 

« Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Pleasants, and two other ladies connected 
with the Quakers confined at Winchester, Virginia, waited 
upon me this day for permission to pass to Yorktown, to eiH 
deavour to obtain the release of their friends. 

"As they were admitted by the officer of the advanced picket 
to come within the camp, 1 thought it safer to sutler them to 
proceed than oblige them to return immediately to the city. 

" You will judge of ihe propriety of permitting them to pro- 
ceed further than Lancaster, but from appearances I imagine 
their request may be safely granted. As they seem much dis- 
tressed — humanity pleads strongly in their behalf. 
" I have the honour to be, sir, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

'• G. Washimoton." 

The committee of women on their arrival at Lancaster 
heard of the resolves of the Council, and applied directly to the 
President and Council to obtain an alteration in the place of 
our discharge, that we should be brought to the borough of 
Lancaster. This appears from an extract of a letter from 
Timothy Matlack to James Pemberlon, dated 10th of April, 
1778 ; and the resolve is as follows : 
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"IN COUNCIL. 

" Loncuter, 10th April, ITT8. 



" Ordered, That the prisoners now in Virginia be brought to 
this borough, to be discharged there. 

" £xtract from the minutes, 

" TiMOTHT MaTLACK, 

" Secretary." 

JOBKHAI. OOHTimlKD. 

Wincheatai, IGth tUj of 4th month, 1778. 

James Femberton received a letter from Timothy Matlack, 
dated Lancaster, 10th of April, 1778, as follows: 

" A day or two ago. Council received from the Board of 
War an order to Mn Holmes, at Winchester, to deliver the 
prisoners of this state under his care, to the order of the Coun- 
cil, who have sent forward Mr. Francis Y. Baily and Captain 
James Lang to receive and conduct you to this borough, where 
you will be se at liberty, soon after your arrival. 

" It was intended to have set you at liberty at Shippensburg, 
but at the request of your wife, (Fhebe Femberton,) Susanna 
Jones, Mary Pleasants, and Bliza Drinker, the first resolution 
was altered. They came here with an address to Council, re- 
questing the liberty of the prisoners, signed by the wives and 
near relations of your company. 

" The time of tlieir arrival here was very lucky, as a few 
hours of delay would have lost the opportunity of obtaining ihis 
alteration, which appears to me much in your favour. 

" Although you may think, when you shall have read the 
enclosed law, ' For the further seourity of the government,' 
your case is sufficiently hard ; the law requires your attention, 
and may greatly affect the property of some of you ; it there- 
fore deserves your most serious consideration on your way to 
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this place, as you will have to take such meaeures as your judg- 
ment may point out to you soon after your arrival here. It ia 
necessary to say this, lest you should not advert to the law be- 
fore your arrival," 

The paragraph of the law to which Timothy Matlack re- 
ferred is as follows. The law being entitled, " An Act for the 
further security of the Government." 

" SBCTroN VI, — And whereas, many persons have frequently 
gone into the City of Philadelphia, since the same has been in 
possession of the British army, under a pretence of business, or 
of visiting friends, but probably with a view of giving intelli- 
gence to the enemy ; tor the prevention of which in future 

"Be it enacted, That if any person whatsoever shall, from 
and after the publication of this act, on any pretence whatso- 
ever, go by land or water through or from any part of this 
stale into the said city while in possession of the British army, 
or within the lines of the enemy in any part of this stale, with- 
out oblaining leave in writing for that purpose, from (Congress, 
the commander-in-chief of the armies of the United States of 
America, or of the Executive Council of this commonwealth, 
and shall be lawfully convicted thereof in any Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, and general jail delivery, or Court of Quarter 
Sessions of the peace for any county of this state, he or she 
shall be fined in any sum not less than hfty pounds, and impri- 
soned at the discretion of the court," Sec, 

From which it is evident that the resolve ordering us to be 
brought to Shippensburg would have subjected us to further diffi- 
culty, and that the design of our release was by no means justly 
accomplished, but which under Providence, by the arrival of the 
good women and their seasonable application to Council, was 
frustrated, by directing we should be brought to Lancaster. 

18th of 4th month, and seventh day of the week. — We were 
informed that Captain James Lang and Francis Y. Baily 
arrived last night at Winchester. Some part of our company 
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went to confer with ihem, and they freely communicated the 
instructiona they had concerning us. 

They are to escort us to Lancaster, to see that we have civil 
treatment on our journey. But as they and the horses require 
rest, it would not be suitable for them to set out for two or 
three days. They therefore propose we should go on and join 
them at Fredericktown, Maryland, on the 24th, which is 
agreeable to the company. 



RETURN JOURNEY TO PENNSYLVANIA. 

On the 19th day of 4th month, 1778, first day of the week, 
having our baggage packed up and left in the care of our 
landlord, David Brown, to be sent to Winchester, we took 
leave of the family and set off about ten o'clock, — Israel Pem- 
berton, John Pemberton, James Pemberton, Henry Drinker, 
imd Samuel Pleasants, inmates of the house of David Brown, 
from the 16th of the 3d month, — having been very kindly enter- 
tained byiiim and his wife, Sarah Brown. We went to Centre 
Meeting in the morning, and at the conclusion of the meeting 
to-day, several Friends, who had shown us much kindness in 
the course of our exile, were present, and we took an affec- 
tionate leave of each other. 

Several of us went over to Lewis Neal's to dinner, and 
there met with Alexander White, Esq., Thomas Fisher, Samuel 
R. Fisher, and Miers Fisher, who have lived there about a 
month. 

We stayed at night at the Widow Smith's, the sister of our 
landlady, Sarah Brown. Were kindly entertained in a very 
genteel manner, the neatest accommodation for lodging, our 
horses well taken care of, and on a beautiful farm in good 
order. 

20th day of 4th month, second day of the week. — Set off on 
a cool morning. Crossed the Shenandoah River in a ferry- 
boat; and crossed the South Mountain at very high and beau- 
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tifiil prospects, and reached our friend Mahlon Janney's, in 
Loudon County, about five o'clock, where we were received 
by him and his wife Sarah with cordial welcome. We spent 
the evening there, and had most comfortable lodgings. He has 
a place about a mile from Fairfax meeting, with a mill, in a 
very fertile country, though the land generally ia not so rich 
as it is in Frederick County. 

31st. — A pleasant morning. Our friend Mahlon Janney went 
with ua to John Hough's, where we met with our exiled brethren 
Thomas Wharton, Owen Jones, jun,, Edward Pennington, and 
Thomas Fisher, Samuel R. Fisher, and Miers Pisher, who 
came over about noon, and went home with Joseph Janney. 

22d. — We parted with our kind friends, Mahlon and Sarah 
Janney, to go toward Fredericktown. We crossed the Potomac 
River at the ferry, about three o'clock, and were very kindly 
entertained at R. Richardson's, where Dr. Parke and James 
Morion had been so kindly received on their way from Win* 



23d, fourth day of the week. — We reached Fredericktown 
to breakfast All our company being now assembled here, and 
where we met our escort. Captain James Lang and Francis Y. 
Baily, after a conference we agreed to meet again in the morn- 
ing at Yorklown, which we accomplished. 

24th, fifth day of the week. — We stopped at Yorktown at 
the house of George Updegraif, where General Gates, who re- 
aided neit door, came to see us, and after we had our horses 
taken care of, we waited on him. 

He received us with much openness and civility, and said 
" If I had been in Philadelphia at the time of your being 
arrested and sent into exile, I would have prevented it." 

He told us that intelligence had just been received of resolu- 
tions of the Parliament of Great Britain, and that they were 
proposed to be enacted into laws, repealing several of the acts 
oppressive to America, and appointing Commissioners to com© 
over to treat with the Americans for settling the unhappy con- 
test ; at all of which, General Gates seemed much pleased, and 
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he said he thought Great Britain had agreed to all the Ameri- 
cans had heretofore asked or contended for. 

After some further conversation respecting our exile and 
journey, we informed him we had agreed to meet our etcorts 
at this town, and that we had come on by their permission, 
having left them at Fredericktown. 

We were desirous to go on to Lancaster if he approved of 
it ; and he cheerfully signified it under his handwriting, and 
menlioned that as the wind was very high, we might meet with 
delay at Susquehanna Ferry. 

He therefore gave ua an order to Major Eyre, the command- 
ing ofEcer there, to assist us over in a boat belonging to the 
public, which we accepted, as follows : 

" Yarktowa, Ulh of April, IT78. 
"Sir,— 

" Mr. Thomas Fisher and his company are on their way to 
Lancaster, pursuant to an order of the Executive Council of 
ihis State. The General desires you will see them put over 
the river in your skifls, provided the otiier boat cannot go. 
" I am, your humble servant, 

" Isaac Piebce. 
" Major Eyre, at Wright's Ferry." 

Went to see Thomas Mifflia. who offered the like assistance, 
and treated us with much civility; he wrote to Major Eyre to 
furnish us with horses to go to Lancaster, in case it would bs 
impracticable to get our own over the river, which we all ac- 
cepted, and went on after having made a short stay in the town 
to see many of our fellow-citizens, who had taken refuge there 
whilst the British army retained possession of Philadelphia. 

Samuel Pleasants and James Pemberton set 00' about 11 
o'clock, and found on our reaching Wright's Ferry at the Sub* 
quehanna River, the orders from General Gales and Thomas 
Mifflin to be very useful to us, the wind being high, and the 
boats on the opposite side. We were put over by four shq> 
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carpenters, who were building boats for the American service, 
to convey the army over in case of need. 

On our arrival on shore, aTter a ready passage, we found 
Major Eyre, in company with several other military officers, 
and on our making ourselves known to him, and delivering the 
letters from General Gates and Thomas Mifflin, he very cheer- 
fully offered us horses to go to Lancaster, having been obliged 
to leave our own on the other aide of the river, on account of 
the high wind ; but having sufficient time, and observing the 
wind to abate. Major Eyre sent the ferry-boat over, and wiihin 
about two hours the horses were brought to us. 

About four o'clock we set off, and passing through Lan- 
caster, reached J. Webb's, where we found all our female con- 
nexions, PhtEbe Pemberton, Mary Pleasants, Susanna Jones, 
and Eliza Drinker, in good health, waiting our arrival; from 
them we had an account of their proceedings, and of their 
application to the members of-lhe Council personally, and by 
a suitable memorial, to alter the place to which the Council 
had at first ordered us to be escorted and set at liberty. 

25lh of 4th month, seventh day of the week. — In the after- 
noon we met and appointed a committee to acquaint Thomas 
Wharton, jun.. President of the Council, of our being come to 
Lancaster, agreeably to the appoiotmont of Council ; and that 
we were desirous to have an interview with that Board, being 
ready to answer any matters they had against us, in support of 
their depriving us of our liberty, and detaining us so long in 
exil& 

He received the committee civilly, and informed us that the 
Council had adjourned till second day morning ; that he would 
deliver our message when the Council met, but recommended 
us to commit to writing what we thought necessary to say to 
them. He stated it to be his opinion, that the Council would 
not admit us to have a personal interview with them. 

36th day of 4th month, first day of the weeii. — We 
attended Friends' meeting at Lancaster. AU our fellow*exiles 



:dbv Google 



EXU.B6 V&OH PBNHSSLVAKIA. 



were present ; and in the course of the day had a conversatioQ 
with Timothy Matlack, Secretary to the Council. 

Having been informed that the Council would not admit us 
to a personal interview, we drew up the following short memo- 
ria], to be presented to them at their meeting, on second day 
morning. 



" TO THE FILESIDEKT AKD CODHCU. OF FENNSYLVAKIA. 

" We the subscribers, inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia, 
having been there arrested and banished to Winchester, in Vir- 
ginia, by your authority, upon groundless suspicions, without 
any offence being laid to our charge ; and being now brought 
lo this place by your messenger, after a captivity of near 
eight months, think it our duty to apply to you to be reinstated 
in the full enjoyment of the liberty of which we have been so 
long deprived. 

" We are your real friends, 
Thomas Fisher, Israel Pembertoo, 

Samuel R. Fisher, James Pemberton, 

Miers Fisher, Edward Pennington, 

Thomas Affleck, John Pemberion, 

Elijah Brown, Thomas Wharton, 

William Smith, Henry Drinker, 

Owen Jones, Jr. Samuel Pleasants, 

Charles Eddy, Charles Jervis. 

" LoneMtor, 36tb day of the 4th mouth, 1TT&" 

Lancaster, 27th day of the 4th month. — Our company met 
this morning. We signed the memorial to the President and 
Council, gave it to the Secretary, to be laid before the 
Board ; and after we had waited about two hours, the Secre- 
tary came to us, and informed us thai the subject-matter had 
been duly considered and debated in Council, which had come 
to the following determination, and direcled him to deliver us 
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a copy ^wreof, and to inform us Viat anyJurOter application to 
them on the stibfect wat unnecetsary, as they vxndd not hear ua. 



"IN CODNCIL. 



r. April 2Tth, 17m 
" The case of the prisoners brought from Virginia) now in 
this borough, being considered, thereupon ordered : 

" That they be immediately sent to Pottsgrove in the county 
of Philadelphia, and there be discharged from their confine- 
ment, and that they be furnished with a copy of this order, 
which shall be deemed a discharge. 
" Extract from the minutea. 

" TlHOTHT MaTLAOK, 

« Secretary." 

TOSH OY A PABB TO EAOH FRISONSa. 

"James Femberton,ofthe city of Philadelphia, gentleman, one 
of the prisoners referred to by the above order of the Council, 
is hereby permitted, with his horses, servants, and baggage, to 
pass unmolested into the county of Philadelphia, agreeably to 
said order, which is to be respected as his discharge. 

. " TlHOTHT Matlaok, 

" Secretary." 

On reading the resolve, we represented to the Secretary the 
injustice of the proceeding of the Council, and their unreason- 
able determination to decline restoring us to our full liberty, 
that we might return to our families from whom they had in 
the most arbitrary manner violently separated us, and unjustly 
detained us in exile almost eight months, without exhibiting 
any manner of accusaticm against us ; and now, ob at first, re- 
Jusing to hear us in our defence. 

The Secretary told us that any further application would be 



:dbv Google 



333 Bxase fboh rwatmu-VAMiA. 

itieffecttioL And he used many argumeatB to prevail on ua to 
decline making it. On which we had to separate, after urging 
the Secretary to send forward the baggage-wagon, when it 
came to Lancaster, which he said should be taken care of. 

John Pemberion was not easy to go on without having some 
further conversation wiih the Secretary, or BOme members of 
the Council; he being dissatisfied with the resolve relating to 
our release. Several others of the party proceeded part of the 
way towards Pottsgrove, and some waited till morning. 

28th. — John Pemberton had an opportunity to converse with 
the Secretary, and although he did not succeed in obtaining an 
alteration of the resolve of Council, he concluded to go on 
with us on the direct road towards the city. The females went 
on in the carriage they came in, and Israel Morris attended 
them on horseback. 

After we had rode on about a mile, we were met by several 
Friends coming on to see us, who understood we were not 
satisfied with the manner of our releasement ; we parted with 
them after we had gone on a few miles, and we reached our 
friend, Robert Valentine's, in the evening. 

We concluded that our friend, Israel Morris, should go on 
early in the morning, to General Washington, at headquarters, 
with the pass given him by the President and Council for the 
women, which required an endorsentent from the General, to 
enable them to return into the city ; and a few lines being 
drawn up for that purpose, directed to him, they signed it. 

29ih. — Fourth day of the week. A pleasant cool morning. 
Israel Morris set off early, with the letter and pass to General 
Washington. Several Friends came to see us, and we went 
on to Edward Jones's at Radnor, where by appointment Israel 
Morris met us, having accomplished the business he went 
about with expedition ; and he brought us likewise a pass 
signed by the General's Secretary, Tench Tilghman, Esquire$ 
for permission for us four persons to proceed to Philadelphia 
unmolested, which was satisfactory to all of us, and we 
esteemed it a proof of the General's tense of justice and 
politeness. 
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About three o'clock we passed the picket guard, at ihe aigD 
of the Sorrel Horse, at Radnor, where Colonel Livingston 
commanded; we showed him our papers, which he said were 
quite sutHcient He invited us to come into his house, but we 
acknowledged his civility, and pursued our journey. As it 
was too late (o go into the city, we went to the house of our 
friend, John Roberts, which we reached about six o'clock, 
where we were kindly received by his wife, John Roberts 
having been under the necessity to reside in the city since it 
has l^een in possession of the British forcesi in consequence of 
some exception the Americans had taken against him, and by 
whom he had suffered considerably in his property. 

30lh day of the 4th month, 1778, fifth day of the week.— 
We set off from John Roberts's about 9 o'clock in the morning, 
and although we were under pleasant feelings at our return, 
these were considerably abated by observing, as we approached 
to the city, the devastations committed by the English army 
in their excursions around it. The fences being generally de- 
stroyed, the fields of grass and corn left exposed, houses demo- 
lished, and let\ desolate, which sorrowful appearance extends 
for some miles round the city. 

Thus, through the favour of Divine Providence, we were 
restored to our families, in a way and at a time we had little 
reason to expect it, which is worthy our humble gratitude, in 
addition to the many mercies we have experienced in our exile. 
And it should be a cause of further confidence in Divine Pro- 
vidence, 10 endure such dispensations as may be permitted to 
us, through the future part of our lives. 
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CONCLDSION. 



Id concluding the Narrative of the FriendB in Exile, it should 
be considered that their banishment was one of those trials of 
faith which the FriendB so frequently had to undei^o in Europe 
in order to sustain their peaceable principles i and which they 
had hoped they would never have to experience in a country 
where they had secured the liberty of conscience as a birth- 
right to all the people of the land. 

No charges of a political character could be sustained against 
the exiles, and the examination which was made of their con- 
duct during the period of their banishment, eventually left them 
without accusation — so that when party spirit subsided, the 
government was embarrassed by the reproach of having deeply 
injured innocent citizens, towards whom they had committed 
an act of great injustice. 

As soon as the troubles of the Revolution subsided, and the 
organization of a consistent government had taken place, by 
which freedom and the rights of man were restored to society, 
a just estimate of their principles and conduct became once 
more acknowledged ; and the position they had before retained 
was fully understood, and granted them, wherever their t^vil 
or political relations extended. 

In acknowledging the order of government and of society, and 
in rendering it their support as good citizens, they were always 
useful and distinguished ; and their views as a religious Society 
were respected and esteemed. 

Soon after the institution of the present form of government, 
they found it to be their duty to appoint a committee of their 
Yearly Meeting to wait upon the President, General Washing- 
ton, by a respectful address, which was delivered to him in per- 
son; this address is so expressive, both of their sincere and 
loyal feelings, and of the character of the Society, it is thought 



:dbv Google 



oraioLusioii. S36 

proper to insert it.' That their conduct had been fully under- 
stood by General Washington, will appear in his reply, and 
this may he valued not only as an expression of bis sound 
judgment, but which assuredly would not have been given 
except upon just and impartial consideration. 

The following is a copy of the very interesting address to the 
President of the United States, (George Washington,) presented 
him by a deputation from the Society of Friends, in 1789, and 
of his reply. 

TO THE PREStDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THE ADSRE9B 07 THE BELIOIOUS SOCIBTT CALLED QUAEERB) FROM 
THEIR lEAKLT HEETINO FOR PENNSYLVANIA, HEW JERSGT, DELA- 
WARE, AND THE WESTERN PARTS OF MARYLAND AND VIRQINIA, 

Being met in ihis our annual assemUy, for the well ordering 
the affairs of our Religious Society, and the promotion of uni- 
versal righteousness, our minds have been drawn to consider 
that the Almighty, who ruleth in Heaven and in the kingdoms 
of men, having permitted a great revolution to take place in the 
government of this country, we are fervently concerned that 
the;.rulers of the people may be favoured with the council of 
Go^; the only sure means of enabling them to fulfil the impor- 
tant trusts committed to their charge, and in an especial man- 
ner, that Divine wisdom and grace vouchsafed from above, may 
qualify thee to fill up the duties of the exalted station to which 
thou art appointed. 

We are sensible thou hast obtained a great place in the 
esteem and afiection of peofde of all denominations, over vrtiom 
thou presidest, and many eminent talents being committed to 
thy trust, we much desire they may be fully devoted to the 
Lord's honour and service, that thus thou mayest be an happy 
instrument in his hands, for (he suppression of vice, infidelity, 
and irreligion, and every species of oppression on the persons 
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or concerns of men, so that righteousness and peace, which 
truly exalt a nation, may prevail throughout the land, as the 
only solid foundation (bat can be laid for prosperity and hap- 
piness. 

The free toleration which the citizens of these States enjoy, 
in the public worship o( the Almighty agreeably to the dictates 
of their consciences, we esteem among the choicest of bless- 
ings, and we desire to be filled wiih fervent charity for those 
who diller from us in matters of faith and practice; believiDg 
that the general assembly of saints is composed of the sincere 
and upright-hearted of all nations, kingdoms, and people, so we 
trust we may justly claim it from others; — a full persuasion 
that the divine principle we profess, leads into harmony and 
concord, we can take no part in warlike measures on any occa- 
sion or under any power, but we are bound in conscience to 
lead quiet and peaceable lives, in godliness and honesty among 
men, contributing freely our proportion to the indigencies of 
the poor, and to the necessary support of civil government; ac- 
knowledging those that rule well to be worthy of double honour, 
—having never been chargeable from our first establishment as 
a religious Society, with fomenting or countenancing tumult 
or conspiracies, or disrespect to those who are placed in 
authority over us. 

We wish not improperly to intrude on thy time or patience, 
Dor is it our practice to offer adulation to any. But as we are 
a people whose principles and conduct have been misrepre- 
sented and traduced, we take the liberty to assure thee, that 
we feel our hearts a^ctionately drawn towards thee, and those 
in authority over us, with prayers that thy presidency may, 
under the blessing of Heaven, be happy to thyself and to the 
people, that through the increase of morality and true religion, 
Divine Providence may condescend to look down upon our 
land with a propitious eye, and bleas the inhabitants with the 
continuance of peace, the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the 
earth, and enable us gratotuUy to acknowledge His manifold 
mercies. 
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And it is our eameat conceni that He may be pleased to 
grant thee every necessary qualiiicatton to fill thy weighty and 
important station to his glory, and that fiaally, when all ter- 
reatrial honours shall pass away, thou and thy respectable 
consort may be found worthy to receive a crown of unfading 
righteousness, in the mansions of peace and joy for ever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the said meeting, held at Phila- 
delphia, by adjournment, from the 88th of the 9th month to the 
3d of ihe 10th month inclusive, 1789. 

(Signed) Nicholas Waln, 

Clerk. 



THB ANSWER OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UMITED STATES, TO THE 
ADDRESS OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETV CALLED QUAKERS, FROK THEIR 
TEABLT MEETING FOR PENNGTLVANIA, NEW JERSET, DELAWARE, 
AND THE WESTERN PARTS OF MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA. 

Gentlemen, — 

I received with pleasure your affectionate address, and thank 
you for the friendly sentiments and good wishes which you 
express for the success of my administration, and for my per- 
sonal happiness. We have reason to rejoice in the prospect^ 
that the national government, which, by the power of Divine 
Providence, was formed by the common councils, and peace- 
ably established with the common consent of the people, will 
prove a blessing to every denomination of them ; to render it 
such, my best endeavours shall not be wanting. Government 
being among other purposes, instituted to protect the persons 
and consciences of men from oppression, it certainly is the 
duty of rulers not only to abstain from it themselves, but, ac- 
cording to their stations, to prevent it in others. 

The liberty enjoyed by the people of these States, of worship- 
ping Almighty God agreeably to their coDsciences, is not only 
among the choicest of their blessings, but also of their rights. 
While men perform their social duties faithfully, they do all that 
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society or the state can with proprietyexpect or demand, and re- 
main responsible only to their Maker for the religion or mode 
of faith which they may prefer or profess. Your principles and 
conduct are well known to me, and it ia doing the people called 
Quakers, no more than justice to say that (except their decliniog 
to share with others in the burthens of common defence) there 
is no denomination among us, who are more exemplary and 
useful citizens. I assure you very especially, that in my opinion, 
the conscientious scruples of all men should be treated with 
great delicacy and tenderness ; and it is my wish and desjret 
that the laws may always be as extensively accommodated to 
them, as a due regard to the protection and essential interest of 
the nation may justify and permit. 

(Signed) Geobse Washinoton. 



The following " Observations" are deemed too important to 
be placed in the Appendix. Though closely connected with 
the Narrative, they could not from their nature form a part 
of it. 

They offer a clear and candid exposition by the Exiles of 
their sense of the wrongs under which they suffered. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE CHARGES 



AGAINST THE SOCIETT OF FEOFLE CALLED QDAKEBS IN OENERAL, AMD 
SOHE MEUBEilS OF THAT SOCIETY IK PARTIODLARt 

Who, with seTenl of (heir rellaw-eitiieoB, were baniahed from the city of Pblla- 
delphift, tad ws now confioed at the town of WiDcheiier, in VirEiniB. 

The subscribers, iobabitaiitB of PhiUdelpIita, having been 
imprisoned and sent into banishment to a country where they 
are strangers, in so precipitate a manner that they had not an 
opportunity of defending themselves against the pretended 
offences laid to their charge, think it a duty they owe to them- 
selves and their country, (whose true interests they trust they 
have at heart,) to make some remarks on certain publications 
made by order of Congress, containing rejections on the 
Society of people called Quakers, in general, and intended to 
justify the extraordinary proceedings against them. 

These publications consist of certain resolves of Congress, 
passed between the 38th day of August ancf the 5th day of 
September, and of eleven papers mentioned in those resolves, 
and published in consequence thereof. 

It appears from the resolve of the 28th day of August, that a 
committee appointed to take into consideration certain papers 
referred to them, reported, " That the several testimonies which 
have been published since the commencement of the present con- 
test between Great Britain and America, and the uniform tenor 
of the conduct and conversation of a number of persons of con- 
siderable wealth, who profess themselves to belong to the Society 
of people commonly called Quakers, render it certain and noto- 
rious that those persons are with much rancour and bitterness 
disaffected to the American cause. " That as those persons will 
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have it in their power, so there is no doubt it will be their in- 
clination to communicate intelligence to the enemy, and in 
various other ways to injure the counsels and anna of America. 
That when the enemy, in the month of December, 1776, were 
bending their progress towards the city of Philadelphia, a cer- 
tain seditious publication addressed, ' To our Friends and 
Brethren in religious profession, in these and the adjacent Pro- 
vinces," signed John Pemberton, in and on behalf of the Meeting 
of Sufferings held at Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, the 20[h day of the 12th month, 1776, was publiehed, 
and as the committee was credibly informed, circulated among 
many members of the Society called f^uakers throughout the 
different States. That there is strong reason to apprehend that 
those persons maintain a correspondence and connexion highly 
prejudicial to the public safety not only in this but in the re- 
spective States of America."* 

This we apprehend is the whole of the charge exhibited 
against that Society in general, or us as individuals. In con- 
sequence of which, resolves were formed to recommend to 
the Council of Pennsylvania to apprehend and secure eleven 
persons by name, and all others who had in their general con- 
duct and conversation evidenced a disposition inimical to " the 
cause of America," and " that the records and papers of the 
Meetings of Sufferings in the several States, be forthwith 
secured and carefully examined, and that such parts of them 
as might be of a political nature be forthwith transmitted to 
Congress." 

As we have heretofore given the public an account of the 
arbitrary manner in which the Council executed these recom- 
meodations of Congress, and refused lo hear us in our defence, 
it will be unnecessary here to repeat it ; we shall therefore pro- 
ceed to examine the charges insinuated against the Society in 
^neral; the application of them to us in particular; and to 
remark on the papers published in support of those charges. 

And first we acknowledge that we are members of t^ie 
• See page 384, of Appsodk, for s copj of this Adttresi, 
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Society of people called Quakers, which can bo no cause of 
ofience, iiiasniiich aa our religious prioeipleB have been knowD 
and tolerated for a oentury in every part of the world where 
any of us have lived; and if some of that Societyare possessed 
of considerable wealth, yet we cannot see why that should be 
made a part of the accusation against them, unless it were 
shown that it was dishonestly acquired or improperly applied ; 
timt we are disaffected to the true interests of Americai so far 
as we are capable of judging of then:>, we positively deny ; and 
rancour and bitterness are so opposite to the precepts and 
doctrines of the Gospel, in which we believe, that to be actuated 
thereby, would render lis incooeistent with ourselves, and deprive 
ua of that character which our general conduct has obtained, 
nor can it be reconciled to common sense, that natives of Ame- 
rica, whose parents, wives, children, friends, and connexions, 
and whose estates are here, should be iaimical to a country in 
whose prosperity their happiness depends. 

The several testimonies published by the representatives of 
our Society do declare the principles we profess with respect 
to war; but we deny that they can be justly construed into 
disafieclion to the interests of America, as will clearly appear 
when we have remarked on them. The uniform tenor of our 
conduct and ccm^sation we trust, has been so peaceable and 
inoSensive, that had it been known to the Congress, it would 
have been so far from affording grounds for persecution, that 
it would have amounted to a justification against the insinua- 
tions our enemies have suggested. 

We believe this is the first instance in history where men have 
been apprehended and condemned upon so general a charge as 
the tenor of their conduct and conversation, when there was so 
little intercourse between the judges and the parties, that they 
could form no judgment but from the reports of others ; such 
was the case with us that none of the delegates in Congress 
oould determine what they had against us of their own know- 
ledge, but must have procured whatever information they had 
from OUT enemies. 
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If the accimtioii originated with themeelves, they as aceuserv 
ought not at the same time to have been our judges — and if they 
were not our accusers, as judges they ought to have stated 
some particular offence, and confronted us with the witnesses 
to support the charge. A criminal commitled af^er a fair trial 
by a jury of his country is always asked, what he has to say 
why sentence diould not be passed upon him, in pursuance of 
the verdict? We were condemned and sentenced to banish- 
ment, before we even knew that we were accused ; and that, not 
for any crime, but for the tenor of our conduct and conversa- 
tion ; such a mode of administering justice is sufficient to alarm 
every freeman in America, for no man can be safe while those 
in power will listen to the whispered accusation of a concealed 
enemy, resolve that the party is guilty, and refuse to hear his 
defence, * 

The chai^ of having it in our power to communicate intel- 
Hgence to the enemy, may with equal justice be made against 
every member of Congress, but it is a new species of reasoning 
to infer from thence that it would be their, or oijr inclination so 
to do ; for we well know the consequence of a discovery, and 
it might as well be inferred, that because we had it in our 
power, 80 we were inclined to destroy ourselves. 

But besides that security which the laws have provided to 
prevent such communication, we are bound by a more solemn 
tie than any human laws can make ; for, as we have heretofore 
declared in a paper addressed to the President and Council of 
Pennsylvania, " Although at the time many of our forefathers 
were cenrinced of the truth which we, their descendants now 
profess, gteat fluctuations and various changes and turnings 
happened in government, and they were greatly vilified and 
persecuted for a firm and steady adherence to their peaceable 
and inoSensive principles, yet they were preserved from any 
thing tending to promote insurrections, conspiracies, or the 
shedding of blood ; and during the troubles, which by permis- 
sion of Divim Providence have latterly prevailed, we have 
steadily maintained our religious principles in these respects, 
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and have not held any correspondence wilh the contending 
pnrties as is unjustly insinuated, but are withheld aiid reitrained 
from being concerned in such matters by that divine jnincijJe 
of grace and truth which we profess to be our guide and rvie 
tkrot^h life ; this is nf more force and obiigatjon than all the 
tests and declarations devised by men." 

If even such an inclination had appeared, (which we firmly 
and utterly deny,) we apprehend no system of law hitherto es- 
tablished ever gave cognizance over the inchnatioas of the 
millet, unless we recur to the Popish Ittquisition, where we 
acknowledge precedents for the proceedioge against us may 
be found ; and before we leave this subject, it may not be im> 
proper to answer an objection of the President and Council, 
which, though no part of the original charge, appears among the 
resolves of Congress now under consideration. They assert 
that " few of the Quakers among these, are willing to make any 
promise of any kind." This we declare is not a tnw stale of 
^e foct, for we were taken up and confined for refusing to enter 
into an engagement, conceived in such terms as implied an ac- 
knowledgment of guilt in the article of giving intelligence to the 
commander of the British forces," and we would have sur- 
rendered our right to be heard in our defence, had we been weak 
enough to have submitted to this for the sake of a short and un. 
certain respite from banishment; we should have given some 
colour of probability to the suspicions they entertained, and 
drawn a blemish on oui^elvea which our conduct never merited. 

With respect to the charge of "a seditious pubUcetion," 
dated the SOth of the 13th month, 1776, we cannot but express 
our surprise that any thing contained in the epistle from the 
Meeting for Snfierings, of that date, could be so misunderstood 
or perverted as to be styled seditious ; we shall, however, for- 
bear remarking further on it until it comes in the order of pub- 
lication, to be considered as a part of the proof against us. 

To the last part of the charge we eay, that if af^er the ex- 
ample of the primitive churches to maintain a correspondence 
with our brethren in religious felknvship ; to communicate and 
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receivs a state of tbe McLsty ; to eocourage one another in a 
steadfast and upright walhiog io tiie pure priuciplea <^ tbe 
Gospel, and presetTa the uoiforin practice of tbe precepts <^ 
our holy Redeemer in the members of the Society wherever 
they are dispersed — if this is highly prejudicial to the pubUc 
safety, then indeed is our Society culpable [ for from our firat 
appearance as a people upwards of a century ago, such a cor^ 
respondeoCe and connexion has always been maintained and 
preserved anKwg us, nor has it ever been interrupted or con- 
sidered as prejudicial by any government under which we have 
lived till the present instance. And to deny us this right o( 
admonishing our cnembers to ke^ to their religious principles, 
and to avoid ev«:y thing which has a teodeacy to lead them 
astray, would be to deprive us of the ben^t of that toleration 
which our ancestors obtained through many severe trials and 
persecutions, and which they purchased as their inheritance in 
Uiis country at the dear rale of leaving their aative tsnd, to 
encounter the hard^ips and perils of settUog a wilderness at 
their own expense, and which was after some time conirmed 
Io them in every part of the British empire. This toleratioD 
our Society has never abused, and we dare challenge our ad- 
versaries to prt>ve ,a single instance vh&ee any of our meetings 
have been, or now are perverted to any thing prejudicial to 
the public safety, 

From the whole c^ this charge, and the manner in which 
we have been treated under pretence of its being applicable to 
nS| it seems rather intended to pave the way for depriving our 
religious Society of the enjoyment of toleration, than an accu- 
sation agaiust a few individuals ; to be more pointed at the 
peaceable principles we profess and wish to put in praotic«, 
dian at any personal behaviour in this time of calamity; and 
to be a revival of that cruel persecution which raged with 
much rtmcavr and bitterness in New England, about the middle 
of the last century, against tbe members of our Society, ratber 
than a prosecution of offenders against the public good. 

Having mode a few observations on the charge we Atti 
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now proceed to examine the eridefice accompeaying it ; and we 
trust it will be found ittsufiicient to prove any c^nce against the 
Society in general, or us in partinular. But before we proceed, it 
is worthy of notice, that in order to fix the work of a printer upon 
the Society, the publishers have transposed tlie papers out of the 
wder of time in which they were originally given forth. The 
e^netle dated the 9th day of the Ist month, !776, was published 
withmit its knowledge, in a New York paper, with a preface 
tffixed by the printer, and with a design to make the sentimentB 
therein expressed, appear as a work of the Society ; the teiti' 
mony dated the 24th day of the same month is first inaerted, and 
die epistle of a prior date, with that preface, follows. By then 
artAilly introducing it between two of their papers, the unwary 
■re induced to believe it was a performance of the Society; 
We just hint at this matter to show what nnfatr means are 
used to excite unjust prejudices ; and now return to the papers. 
The But:^ect-matter of the first three are a declaration of our 
Christian principles, and an earnest exhortation to the members 
of our Society to avoid enterli^ into any measures then carry- 
H^ on for obtaining a redress of grievances, tending to lead 
them into warlike preparations, which are so opposite to the 
baais on which our reiigiaus system is founded, that the one 
cannot exist with the other. To persons who are acquainted 
with OS, and our testimony against all wars and fightings, this 
oannot appear strange ; nor will any, when they are infornned 
that we have invariably professed these principles to the worU 
for more than a century, be surprised that the representatives 
of our Society should endeavour to caution our membera 
against a conduct inconsistent with their profession ; and al> 
tlioiigh these papers are calculated to discourage the unwary 
^Bi being led into such inconsistencies, yet there is no san- 
tNice in them that could justly give oflance to other Christian 
proCeuors, who an> not united with us in this respect. The 
clauses distinguished by italic characters, are far ezaeeded in 
expressions of attachment to the king end constitution of Great 
BHtain fay what the Coi^ren themselves h«Te- declared in 



:dbv Google 



divers of their puWications, even of later date than aome of 
these, some instaoces of ivhich wo here subjoia. 

DECLARATION OF 00NOEE9S TO THE PEOPLE, DATED JITLT 6tH, 1775. 

"Our forefathers, inhabitants of Great Britain, l«ft their 
native land to seek on these shores a residence for civil and 
religious freedom, at the expense of their blood, at the hazard 
of their fortunes, without ths least charge to the country from 
vhence they removed. 

" I^est this declaration should disquiet the minds of our 
friends and fellow-siri^ects in anyfiartof the empire, we assure 
them that we mean not to dissolve that union which h<u to bmg 
and so happUy subsisted between us. and which we aincerelif 
mah to see rettared." 

ADDRESS OP CONOBESS 10 THE XING, IVLI 8tH, 1775. 

" Attached to your Majesty's person, family, and goTom- 
ment, wilb alt the devotion that principle and afiaction can io- 
spire, connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties that 
can unite societies, and deploring every event ^at lends in any 
degree to weaken them, we solemnly assure your Majesty that 
we not only moat ardently desire the former harmony Iratwe^) 
ber and these Colonies may be restored, but that a concord 
maybe estaUisbed between them upon so firm a basis aa to 
perpetuate its blessings uninterrupted by any future dissensions, 
to succeeding geaerati(Hts in both countries, and to transmil 
your Majesty's name to posterity adorned with that signal and 
lasting glory that hath attended the memory of those illustrioui 
personages whose virtues and abilities have extricated alasiat 
from dangerous convulsions, and by securing happiness to 
others,. have erected the most noble and durable monumsnte to 
their own fame." 

..Fnun these qoatatwoa it isevidoit, Umtif the profeasioM <tf 
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attaohinent to the British goverainent eontsdned in the papers 
in question were criminal, the Coogresa were not less gailty 
than the authors of the papers. 

The fourth paper is that' styled in the minutes of Congress a 
seditious publicatioii, and upon a careful rerisal of it, we think 
it strange that men of cooitnon sense should so far misuDder- 
atand it as to give it that epitheL It begins with an aftctiooate 
salutation " To our friends and brethren in religious profession," 
to whom only it is directed, and exhorts tliem to a reliance on 
Him who has promised to be with his faithful followers always 
eren to the end of tlui world ; it cites a text from the New 
Testament, encouraging them to bear with patience the suffer- 
ings they may have to undergo ; it recites a passage of an 
epistle from our ancient friend Gieorge Fox, dated in the year 
1685, reminding them " that by keeping in the Lord's power, 
and peaceable truth, which is over all, and therein seeking the 
good of all, neither outward sufferings, persecutions nor any 
outward thing, which is below, will hinder or break their 
heavenly fellowship in the light and spirit of Christ," from 
whence it infers " that we may with Christian firmness and 
ffHlitude withstand and refuse to submit to the arbitrary injunc- 
tions and ordinances of men, who assume to themselves the 
power of compelling- othent, either in person or t^ assistance, 
to join in carrying on war, and of prescribing modes of de- 
termining concemiog our religious principles, by imposing 
tests not warranted by the precepts of Christ, or the laws of 
that happy Constitution under which we and others long en- 
joyed tranquillity and peace ; the remaining three paragraphs 
contain nothing but general though earnest exhortations to our 
monbers, to adhere to the principles they profess ; nor have 
the publishers thought proper to distinguish any part of them 
as obnoxious. Let us then examine if the former parts have 
any tincture of sedition in them. And we have no doubt but 
a 8tatem«it of a few facts, well known at that time in Penn- 
sylvania and New Jersey, will be sufficient to explain and show 
the eiqiedieBcy of tbecn. 



:dbv Google 



348 BXII.H TKoa wmximjhvtxiA. 

Abnut the time this epiatle waa Bent forth, some instancea 
happened of persons of mtr Society being seized when on tkw- 
lawful bvxine.is, without even the coitnar <^ law to authorize it, 
and conSned, for refusing to bear arms or fitid substitutes in 
their room ; and from others, testt not warranted by any law, 
were attempted to be extorted by military officers. These 
arbitrary proceedings led the meeting to ctHieider -that the 
youth and the unwary might be intimidated into a departure 
from those priooiples in which they had been educated, and 
which they professed. To prevent which they thought it their 
duty to give forth their brotherly caution and adrice ; nor can 
any who are willing to allow liberty of conscience to the 
Society, condemn them. It should here be observed, that all 
these papers were printed and openly dispersed amoi^ our 
members, and some of them were tent to the members of Con> 
gress then in Philadelphia, before they aj^>eared abroad. Had 
they C4»itaioed any thing seditious or unwarrantable, why was 
not a disapprobation of them then expressed? Why was the 
censure of them deferred until near nine months after the dat« 
of the last of them t But when the subject of this epistle ta 
duly considered, it must evidently appear to be intended to dis- 
courage the members of our Society firom bearing arms in all 
caaes whatsoever. How then can men professing candour 
apply it to any particular case, and interpret it as a seditiatu 
publication, evidencing that the axthon were with much raneovr 
and bitterness disaffected to the cause <f Anerica ? 

" The happy Constitution under which we and others have 
long enjoyed tranquillity and peace," are words which, we un* 
derstand, have given offence to some of those who have bemi 
engaged in forming a new one ; they have thought it derogatory 
to their skill as l^islalors, that a work which they had rejec(ed| 
should be spoken of with so much respect. But we who hav« 
known the bapfnness enjoyed in Pennsylvania under the mib) 
administration of so uholesome a form of government, cannot 
but express our regret that it was so liule esteemed as- to be 
wholly set at nought. It was formed by a man, who as a 
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worthy ancient of our Society, and a wise legislator, stands 
Bs high in ihe page of himory «s any of his colernporaries ; 
in framing it, he consulted with a number of our anceston 
who held the same noble principles with himself, and adapted 
h so wisely to the purposes of a free government, that the 
learned Montesquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, bears this testimony 
in favour of him and his work :• " A (diaracter so extra- 
ordinary in the institutions of Greece, has shown itself lately 
in The dregs and corruptions of modern limes. A rery bonast 
legislator has formed a people to whom probity seems as 
natural as bravery to the Spartans. William Penn is a real 
Lycurgus ; and though the former made peace his principal 
aim, as the latter did war, yet they resemble one another in the 
eii^ular way of living to which they reduced their people ; in 
the ascendency they had over freemen ; in the prejudices which 
they overcame; and in the passions which they subdued." 

The experience of near an hundred years has evinced the 
truth of this learned man's observation ; and it was but a just 
tribute (o Ihe memory of the honourable founder, to notice 
Ihe hairiness enjoyed under the " generous plan of liberty" 
handed down from him. And when it is considered that under 
bis constitution, no superiority was allowed to one religious 
Mciety over another, but all were put on the footing of brethren 
entitled to an equal share of that liberty which is the gifi (f 
Heaven — that no persecution was ever waged by any persons 
exercising power under it, end that as soon as it was over- 
turned and a new form introduced, a if irit of persecution wa» 
raised, that threatened our SociHy, the descendants of the first 
•ettlers, with the loss of their religious liberty, which their 
ancestors had purchased at so dear a rate, — and that 
actually began to hold cognizance over our consciences, 
—it cannot, therefore, be matter of wonder that such expres- 
sions were used in the epistle referred to ; and we believe a 
great majority of the people of Pennsylvania concur in our 
optnioo. 

■ ToL i. pue SI. 
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Upon the whole, ihis epistle is couched ia tenns so full of 
Christian charily, that we cannot, as we before observed, but 
be surprised that such invidious flections should be cast upon 
it. We have been the longer in our observaticns on this paper, 
because it has been the pretext for much calumny and abuse 
of the Society. 

Although this epistle was never inserted in any of the public 
papers with the privity of the meeting, yet illiberal censures 
have been cast upon it for republishing it, and it has been 
represented to be done with a view " to discourage the militia of 
Pennsylvania from marching at a time of danger." This is 
another instance of the uncaodid construction put upon the 
' acts of the Society. 

The Assembly of Pennsylvania prepared a bill last spring, 
to compel all persons under particular circumstances to sub. 
scribe a test, and published it for the consideration of the 
people at large ; this, together with the reasons that subsisted 
at the time of first issuing the epistle, was thought a sufficient 
cause for reviving it, by directing it to be again read in soma 
of our rdigious meetings: whatever other publication of it vxu 
made, was not with the concurrence of the Society ; and indeed 
if such revisal was in reality so improper at that time, hmt 
it it to be aeeoanted far, that it ihauld again be piAHaked by 
avihoriU/ of Congrets, who now so freely condemn it, at a time 
much more critical than either of the former— namely, at the 
late approach of the British army to Philadelphia 1 But men 
are often insensible of absurdities when they occur in a favouiv 
ite pursuit 1 

We come now to the minutes of the several monthly and 
quarterly meetings, which were iUegcdiy forced out of ike hands 
tf the clerks, by virtue of a general warrant, vnth a design to 
fumiik evidence against ua. But whatever efiect might have 
been expected from them, they will be found wholly void of 
o6ence. And here it may be proper for the information of 
such as are unacquainted widi our method of transacting 
business, to observe, that at the lime our ancestors sepa.- 
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rated themselTei from oiher rdigious societies, and formed 
themselves into & body, di?en laws subsisted, with which they 
oooceived it ttieir rel^ous duty not actively to ccmply; Uiey 
were of course sul^ted to forfeitures and peualties which, by 
the defect <^ the laws in not guarding against the malice td 
their persecutors in making excessive distresses, were so heavy 
upon many, as to impoverish and ruin them. It became the 
ooocerD of their brethren to relieve and assist such as w^ by 
counsel as by supplying their necessary wants; for this pur- 
pose a committee of the Society was sppointed by the name of 
the Meeting for Sufieriogs, which has been continually kept up 
iu London for Great Britain, Ireland, &c. 

To this meeting the inferior meetings send an account of all the 
suflerings in support of our testimony, from time to lime. When 
our forefathers settled in America, they established, as occasion 
required, the same Christian diaciphne for the well ordering of 
the aflairs of the Society, as had been used and approved in 
Bnglaed ; and among others a Meeting for Su^rings was 
appointed, and has been kept np for many years at Philadelphia, 
for Pennsylvania and New Jersey ; and in the course of their 
proceedings, the minutes now published were sent from the 
several monthly to the quarterly meetings, in order to be by them 
forwarded to the Meeting for Suderlngs, that through it the 
Yearly Meeting might be informed of the slate of the Society, 
and of the trespass upon the sufierers. Nor is this new among 
US) or calculated for the present occasion, but the constant, 
uniform furactice of our Society. As to the matter of thostt 
minutes — it is a plain narrative of facts, inconteBtably true, and 
notorious in the places where they happened. Nor is the 
Bjanner of them exceptionable, as all the expressions are true 
in themselves, and descriptive of the several matters alluded to. 

We are dow to take notice of the papers laid to be found 
among the prisoners' baggage on Staten Island; and we r&> 
gret that our justification requires us to use language, which 
in other circumstances we would wish to avoid. We do, 
however, with a firm confidence undertake to say, that so 
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much of those papers bb imports that the intelligence there 
mentioned was givoi from a meMing of our Society, is a direct 
falsehood and forgery ; end although we have never yet seen 
^e original papers, nor heard of the circumstances attending 
the finding of them, so as to enable us to search for proof in 
vindication of our hrethren in that part of the country, or to 
discover the marks of deceit which generally accompany 
counterfeits, yet we trust sufficient evidence appears upon the 
tiice of the publication to warrant cmr assertion. 

(Teneral Sullivan, in his letter lo Congress, dated Hanover, 
SSth August, 1 777, speaks of " one from the Yearly Meeting of 
Spanktown," but whether it was intended that the whole of 
what follows should be considered in that light, or only those 
■ix lines entitled " Intelligence from Jersey, lOth August, 
1777," and subscribed, " Spanktown Yearly Meeting," we 
cannot determine ; but will show that no part is chargeable on 
any of our members; and in order to arrive at the greater 
precision, we shall speak of the three articles separately. 

The &rst consists of eight questions, which at first view are 
found to be such as must come from persons seeking intelli- 
gence, and not from those who were to give it. We may 
therefore safety conclude that this was not the work of any of 
our members, but merely a set of instructions to the officers of 
the British army, to direct their inquiries in case they should 
meet with persons capable of giving information. 

The second is the paper said to come from ^anktown 
Yearly Meeting ; aiwl indeed it is unfavourable for the contriver 
of this piece of business, that be had not obtained better in- 
formation concerning our meetings in those parts, and attended 
a little more to the dates of events ; and it is happy for us, de- 
prived as we are of all opportunity of clearing up the matter 
by other evidence, that he hat ptU imto his composkion severai 
tkut^* vkieh whaibf destroy tts credU. 

And first, it is highly improbable that any body of people 
woukl aubacribe a paper containing iatellig^ice which, if da* 
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lecled, woidd aitdanger their Itrei. Persoiu coacerned in such 
dangeroua trsDsactioDs always avoid describing themselves io 
nich a maDDer as to be known to the opposite party, io case 
iheir correspondence shoold be intercepted ; and the memben 
of any meeting must be supposed to be idiots before such con- 
duct could be believed of tiiein. Besides, the constant practice 
of all our meetings every wherei is that no paper issues from 
tbem without the signature of the clerk, or some olber persons 
in their behalf, as all tlie genuine papers published by order of 
Congress, show. 

Second^. — There is not, and never has been, a yearly meet- 
ing of our Society held at Spanktown, as the inventor of this 
■ifair m^t have known had he made ibe least inquiry. It is 
true that a quarterly meeting is held at Rahway, part of which 
place, we understand, is known by the nickname of Spank" 
town, but never so called in any of our proceedings. The 
paper published immediately before the extract of General Sul- 
livan's letter, shows the manner in which that meeting is styled 
by the Society, to wit, " our quarterly meeting, held in Rah- 
way." This meeting was held and finished on the 18th day of 
that month, and we are assured by mie of our company now 
confined at Winchester, who attended it, at evwy sitting from 
beginning to end, that no paper, or intriligesce of way puUic 
nature, kind, or tend«Ky whatsoever, was made therein. 

But lastly, the audior of this counterfeited paper, besides his 
want of knowledge of the meetings, the times at which they 
are held, and the names by which they are called, has been 
guilty of an oversight in the date of his intelligence, equally 
fatal to the credibility of his work. He makes his newly con- 
stituted Yearly Meeting at Spanktown say, ** It is said General 
Howe landed near the head of Chesapeake Bay, but cannot 
learn the panicalar spot, nor when." He dates this the 19t& 
day of JIugiaL From the public papers we find that the fleet 
containing General Howe's army was on VuU day, at or near 
the mouth of Chesapeake Bay, and that it did not arrive at 
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Turkey Point, near the head of it, till the 33d, of which the 
earliest intelligeDce was brought to Philadelf^ia on the 33d, 
and might have reached Spanktown and Hanover on the 24th 
or 35)h; before which lime the paper in question could not 
have received its present form. How then can it be true that 
it was framed at Spanktown on the 19th, as itself imports, or 
that it wa£ found on Staten Island on the 32d, as General Sul- 
livan has asserted t ! 

We submit these facts to the consideration of the public, not 
doubting biU they will acquit our Society of being the auAort 
of it, whatever opinions they may entertain of any others. 

The third article is a letter dated Sunday, July 38th, 1777; 
but as it is not even insinuated to be written by any of our 
members, and carries in its dale a style not used by oar 
Society, it is unnecessary to observe further upon it, than that 
although it is of a much earlier date than the preceding one, 
it is here transposed (as was done in a former instance), in 
order that it might pass with the unthinking for a work of the 
pretended Spanktown Yearly Meeting. 

These observations, we think, are sufficient to show that 
nothing contained in our " several testimonies" supports the 
charge exhibited against our Society ; but on the contrary, 
that the welfare of maakind, and extending the glad tidings of 
peace on earth, and good will to men, was the only aim of the 
authors of those papers. And with respect to our conduct and 
cooveraalion, we need say no more than that our characters 
have been such as to be proof against the general calumny of 
any body of people whatever, and will remain so until evidence 
supplies the place of assertion. 

Before we conclude, it will be proper to observe upon another 
circumstance, which fully shows that our persecutors were 
satisfied of our innocence before they executed their unjust 
sentence upon us, although they had not the candour to ac- 
knowledge their error by doing us justice. 

It appears by the resolves of the Congress and Council, 
dated the 5th of Septetnber, that both those bodies, after all 
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the fears and jealousieB they had expressed, were willing to 
enlarge us, if we would have " sworn or affirmed allegiance 
to the State of Pennsylvania." This was a direct relinquish- 
ment of all the charges exhibited against us, and from that 
moment we gtood tn no other point of view than offender* 
againat the Ml of Aaiembly commonly eaUed the Te»t Law ; 
if by that law we were not compellable to subscribe the test, 
then have the Council punished us without any other authority 
than their own arbitrary will, and they might with equal jus- 
tice have apprehended and sent from (heir fHoiilies, every in- 
habitant who had declined taking it 

As we declined accepting our liberty on those terms, it may 
not be improper to consider the nature of tests in general, and 
show that our refusal to take those oflered to us, was not a 
breach of the law, nor punishable in any manoer whatever. 

That no government ever derived stability from tests im- 
posed on the people at large, is a foct notorious to every person 
CDDversant in history. If the constitution and the administra- 
tion of justice be such, that the inhabitants derive the blessings 
of liberty from it, their common interest in supporting it, forms 
the surest obligation ; if it be otherwise, men of ambition who 
have interested views, by oppressing the people, are the only 
persons who would propose to continue it by enforcing them 
under the dread of perjury, to submit to arbitrary laws. 

Designing men have never failed to cloak their ambiticm 
under specious appearances; they are ingenious at forming 
plausible pretexts for withdrawing their allegiance from the 
sovereign or state to whom they have sworn it, nor can an in- 
stance be found of oaths preventing a revolution. The alle- 
giance sworn by the Long Parliament to Charles the First, did 
not hinder them from bringing him to the scaffold— nor the 
tests tahen by General Monk and his army to the Common- 
wealth of England, prevent them from restoring Charles the 
Second to the crown. — -They are in fact nothing more than an 
engine to oppress the more virtuous part of the people. Wit- 
itess the use made of them during the days of Cromwell, and 
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for some years after the Restoratiou. Many of the peaceabt* 
conscientious inhabitants were grievously persecuted for re- 
fusing them, while those, to check whom they were principally 
intended, took them and observed ibem no longer than it suited 
their views. During that unhappy contest we find abuadaot 
reason to reject the use of tests. The same persons for the 
sake of the places they held or coveted to hold, ware induced 
to swear and recant many direct contradictions in the course 
of a few years, to the great dishonour of religion, and the 
weakening the force of every moral obligation. 

Every conscientious man when he submits to the solemnity 
of an oath or afGrmation, means to perform it in the fullest 
sense; but how can any man who takes a test to either of th« 
contending parties, be sure in the present unsettled state of 
affairs, that he can hold his integrity a single week 1 The fac« 
of things may In a few days be changed, and by the events of 
war he may fall into the bands of the opposite party, and be 
tempted for the safety of his property, his life, or his family, to 
do some act in violation of his solemn engagement to the great 
injury of his conscience ; nor will the common escuse of force 
serve him in the hour of reflection as a palliation, for the miod 
not being subject to compulsion receives a lasting wound 
wherever it assents to any evil for the ease of the body. 

Nor ja it a practice among nations at war, to compel the 
peacea)>le inhabitants of an invaded country to swear fidelity 
until by the ratification of peace it is confirmed to the con- 
queror ; and if there be some instances to ihe contrary, they 
have been condemned by all writers of liberal sentiments. 

If it be objected that in times of difBcully it is necessary to 
bind suspected persons by an oath or affirmation of fidelity, we 
answer that some cause of suspicion should be proved against 
a man before he is publicly stigmalized, and if upon a hearing 
he cannot clear up the suspicions, it is ib&t time enough to call 
for surety for his good behaviour. 

These oteervations, we hope, will be sufficient to convince 
the candid that general testa are inconsistent with true liberty. 
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unnecessary in the present situatk>n of America, and subversive 
of the morality of the inhabitants. 

But if in any circumstances it be necessary for the .Legisln- 
ture to enact a general teat law, such test can never authorize 
the executive powers to inflict heavy punishments on those 
who have never committed any breach of it 

The power of the Council of Pennsylvaaia in a business of 
this nature, is nothing more than that of justices of the peace, 
which is given to them as counsellors by the Declaration of 
Rights. This power could neither be enlarged ntN* abridged by 
lbs recommendatiiHis of Congress. We must therefore con- 
sider the Council as acting in that capacity. And a bare 
perusal of the test law is sutEcient to show that no justice had 
power to tender it to men who quietly stayed in ihe county 
where they usually resided ; and as none of u> were found be- 
yond the limits prescribed, we never could be considered as 
liable to the penalties of refusing it ; and even if we were, the 
measiuQ of the punishment baa been exceeded an hundred fold. 
With what face then can any set of men pretend to assert the 
cause of liberty who are found in so flagrant a violation of its 
most essential parts? What security can the inhabitaots of 
Pennsylvania have for the enjoyment of their uoalienable rights 
under governors who have thus publicly substituted their own 
arbitrary will in the place of their own positive law. 

Thus, we apprehend, we have fully answered and rafutedevery 
charge and suspicion that has been publi^ed against us, and 
h^ve shown that the proceedings of the Council of Pennsylvania 
founded upon the recommendation of the Congress, have been 
a violent exertion of power against right. And we cannot but 
be sorry ihat the Congress should have given rise to such a 
course of conduct, and in the progress oi it, have counte- 
nanced it. 

They listened to insinuations without any just ground, the 
authors of which were concealed — they censured a whole 
religious Society with which they were very little acquainted — 
they condemned a number of innocent individuals of that 

n 
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Society upon the general charge of their conducl and conver- 
sation, without bearing them in their defence— they caused the 
Council 40 apprehend diem and many others, and consented to 
their banishment to a distant country before any legal convic- 
tion — and published to the world the groundless suspicions and 
falsehoods by which themaelrea had been misled, in order to 
excite prejudices against others. 

When a number of us whom they had accused and con- 
demned, applied to Congress for a hearing, they left it to the 
option of the Council to grant it or not at their pleasure, and 
recommended such a hearing as is not known in any free 
country, to wit, to hear what we could allege to " remove their 
sutficionat" thus instead of a fixed charge being supported 
against us, ike burthen of promng negatives was to be tkrown 
upon us. And when the Council refused even such a hearing, 
Congress, who profess to be the guardians of American freedom, 
suffered the Council to send ns away from our families at a 
time when the noise of armies engaged in battle approaching 
the city, was heard within the walls of our habitations, when 
our tender wives and helpless children required a double por- 
tion of care and attentiou from us. 

Had we been allowed to defend ourselves before an impartial 
tribunal, as every man who boasts the rank of a freeman is 
entitled to when his character is called in question, we should 
not now have had occasion to trouble the public with a writtea 
defence, which we have endeavoured to make as concise as 
the nature of our case would admit ; and we trust that our at- 
tempt to vindicate ourselves as individuals and as a religiou$ 
Society, who have ever been generally reputed useful members 
of the community, will not be unacceptable to those who wish 
to know the truth and judge for themselves. 
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XXTKAOTS rROM THE JODKHALS OF THK 00I)0BJ»8 OT TBS VHITED 

STATES, IV THE russ 1777, 1778 ; ard fbox the kiiiutbs or 

THE SUPBEME SZXODTIVE COUNOU. 07 THE OOHMOMWBALTB Or 
PENna7T.VlNIA, 7E0H THE 4th OV HIKOH, 1777, TO THE 28tR OF 

JUNE, 1779 ; iNOLUsma the ■DiruTBS or tbb cwdmoil of bafeit. 
(DanUp'e Edition. ) 
JOURNAL OF CONGRESS. 

Hoodaj, Aufori 95tli, ITTT. 

Whereas the Slates of Pennsylvania and Delaware are 
threatened with an immediate invasion from a powerful army, 
who have already landed at the head of Chesapeake Bay; and 
whereas the principles of policy and self-preservation require 
that all persons who may reasonably be suspected of aiding 
or abetting the cause of the enemy, may be prevented from 
pursuing measures injurious to the general weal : 

Resolved, That the executive authorities of the States of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, be requested to cause all persons 
within their respective states, notoriously disaffected, forthwith 
to be apprehended, disarmed, and secured, tilt such time as the 
respective slates think they may be released without injury to 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council of the Slate of Pennsylvania, to cause a diligent 
search to be made in the houses of all the inhabitants of the 
city of Philadelphia, who have not manifested their attach- 
ment to the American cause, for firearms, swords and bayonets ; 
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that the ownei-s of the arms so found be paid for them at an 
appraised value, and that they be delivered to such of die 
militia of the State of Pennsylvania who are at present un- 
armed and have been called into the field. 



HINDTE8 OF THE SUPREME EXECUTITB COUNCIL OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENN8YLVANU. 

W«diiMdir, Aogut STtii, 1737. 
Present, His Excellency, Thomas Wharton, Esq., President, 
Honourable George Bryan, Vice-President, John Baily, Esq., 
Jonathan Hodge, Esq., and John Proctor, Esq. 

(N.B. The members not in attendance were John Hart, 
Jacob Morgan, John Hambright, Thomas Urie, Thoman Scott, 
James Edgar, John Evans, in all twelve members.) 

TlMOTBT Matlaok, 

Secretary. 

The Congress by a resolve of yesterday, founded on evident 
necessity, and sound policy. 

Resolved, That the colonel or commuiding officer of each 
regiment of the city militia, do appoint one or more officers, 
and a sufficient number of men in each ward, who shall search 
the houses of all such of the inhabitants of the city of Phila- 
delphia, who have not manifested their attachment to the 
American cause, for firearms, &c. 

And another resolve of Congress, of the same date, " re- 
questing this state to cause all persons within the same, noto- 
riously disaffected, forthwith to be apprehended, disarmed, and 
secured, tit! such time as the state shall think they may be re- 
leased without injury to tht common cause," the same was re- 
ferred to further consideration. 
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CONGRESS. 

Thiira(b.y, AugMt 3B, im. 

A letter of the 86th, from General Sullivan, at Hanover, with 
several papers enclosed, also another from him without date, 
were read.* 

Ordered, That the letter of the 36th, with the papers enclosed, 
be referred to a committee of three. The members chosen, 
Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Duer, and Mr. R. H. Lee. 

The committee to whom the letter of General Sullivan, with 
the papers enclosed, was referred, report : 

" That the several testimonies which have been published 
since the commencement of the present contest between Great 
Britain and America, and the uniform tenor of the conduct and 
oooversalion of a number of persons of considerable wealth, 
who profess themselves to belong to the Society of people com- 
monly called Quakers, render it certain and notorious that those 
persons are with much ranooor and bitterness disaffected to the 
American cause. That as these persons will have it in their 
power, so there is no doubt it will be their inclination, to com- 
municate intelligence to the enemy, and in various other ways 
to injure the counsels and arms of America. 

" That when the enemy, in the month of December, 1776, 
were bending their progress towards the city of Philadelphia, 
a certain seditious publication addressed ' To our friends and 
brethren in religious profession in these and the adjacent pro- 
vinces,' signed John Pemberton, in and on behalf of the Meet- 
ing of Suilerings, held at Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, the 20th of the I2th month, 1776, was published, 
and as your committee is credibly informed, circulated amongst 
many members of the Society called Quakers through the 
different stales. 

" That as the seditious paper aforesaid originated in the city 

of Philadelphia, and as the persons whose names are under 

* Sm papa 61, 69, 63, ute ; and Appendix, p&ge 39ft. 
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mentioned have uniformly manifested a disposition liif^ly 
inimical to the cause of America, therefore 

" Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the Supreme 
Executive Council of the State of Pennsylvania, forthwi^ to 
apprehend and secure the persons of Joshua Fisher, Abel James, 
James Pemberton, Henry Drinker, Israel Pemborton, John 
Pemberton, John James, Samuel Pleasants, Thomas Wharton, 
sen., Thomas Fisher, (son of Joshua,) and Samuel R. Filter, 
(son of Joshua,) together with all such papers in their possession 
as may be of a political nature. 

" And whereas, there is strong reason to apprehend that these 
persons maintain a correspondence and couoexion highly pre- 
judicial to the public safety, not only in this state, but in the 
several states of America, 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the executive powers 
of the respective states, forthwith to apprehend and secure all 
persons, as well among the people called Quakers as others, 
who have in their general conduct and conversation evidenced 
a disposition inimical to the cause of America ; and that the 
persons so seized be confined in such places and treated in 
such manner as shall be consistent with their respective cha- 
racters and the security of their persons. 

<' That the records and papers of the Meetings of Sufferings in 
tlie respective states, be forthwith secured and carefully ex- 
amined, and that such parts of them as may be of a political 
nature be forthwith transmitted to Congress." 

The said report being read, and the several paragraphs con- 
sidered and debated, and the question put severally thereon, the 
same was agreed to. 

COUNCIL. 

SuiidB7, Augiut 31, ITTT. 

Present, bis Excellency Thomas Wharton, Esq., President, 
Hon. George Bryan, Esq., Vice-President, John Bally, Esq., 
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JoDSlban Hodge, Esq., John Proctor, Esq., and Joseph Hart, 
Esq. 

Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel Bradford, Colonel DeUny, aad 
Captain Peale, attended in consequence of an invitation from 
Council, and the resolutions of Congress of the 28th inst were 
communicated lo them in confidence, and their aaaistance asked 
w forming oui a b'st of persona dangerous to the state, who 
ought to be arrested ; and also, in forming a list of gentlemen 
proper to be authorized to arrest such dangerous persons ; and 
the several gentlemen expressed the utmost readiness in com- 
plying with the request of Council, and the following resolution 
was therefore made, viz. : (These resolves are to be seen on 
pages 71, 7ij, 73, 74, ante.) 

MimiAj, Seplamber JA 

[Present at before.] 

Resolved, That the following persona be appointed to carry 
imo execution the resolves of yesterday, respecting the arrest- 
ing such persons as are deemed inimical to the cause of 
American liberty, viz. : 

William Bradford, Sbarpe Delany, James Claypoole, William 
Heysham, John Purviaoce, Joseph Blewer, Paul Cox, Adam 
Kimmei, William Graham, William Hardy. Charles W. Peale, 
Captain M'Cullocb, Nathaniel Downel, Robert Smith, William 
Carsan, Lazarus Fine, Captain Birney, John Downey, John 
Galloway, William Thorpe, John Lisle, James Loughead, 
James Cannon, James Carr, Thomas Bradford, together with 
such other persons as they shall call to iheir assistaoce. 

Note. — That the foregoing resolution (with those before re- 
lating to this business), was signed by the Honourable George 
Bryan, Esq., Vice-President. 

Resolved, That Colonel Nicola, the town major, do furnish 
Colonel Bradford, on application, with a detachmeid of the City 
Guards, 
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Septwnber Sd. 

Colonel Bradford, Paul Cot, and Captain Blewer, informed 
the Council, that among a number of other persons mentioned 
in the warrant of Council of the 31st utt., Alexander StedmaD, 
Charles Stedman, Jr., and David Lenox, were apprehended and 
confined at Ihe Freemasons' Lodge. 

On consideration, ordered, That the said Alexander Stedman, 
Charles Stedman, Jr., and David Lenox, be committed to the 
State prison, 

Septefflber 3d. 
The gentlemen appointed and authorized to arrest the per- 
sons hereafter named, made the following report, viz.i "Joshoa 
Fisher was ill, that he could not be moved, but gave his verbal 
promise, as far as required by our instructions ; no papers on 
public affairs. Abel James, his son being very ill arid Ho papers 
of a public nature, we allowed him to remain on his plantation, 
on his promising (verbally) to appear on demand of the Presi- 
dent, and not in any manner to speak, write, or give any intel- 
ligence to the enemies of the United States of America. "Janiee 
Pemberton, prisoner, no papers found of a public nature. 
•Israel Pemberton, "Henry Drinker, prisoners, a number of 
papers found of a public nature, belonging to Vie monthly meet- 
ing. *John Pemberton, prisoner, a number of papers in a 
brown bag. John James, not to be founds being in the country. 
•Samuel Pleasants, Thomas Wharton, Sr., prisoners, no papers. 
Samuel Fisher, (son of Joshua,) prisoner, no papers. Blijah 
Brown, Hugh Roberts, seventy years or upwards ; says he has 
never in any manner spoke, or in any way shown himaelf 
inimical to the liberty and independence of America, since the 
commencemeht of the disputes ; we have his verbal Word, 
agreeably to our instructions, and we are to wait on him at 
two o'clock this afternoon ; we found no papers. •Miers 
Fisher, prisoner, no papers. "George Roberts, his wife very 
big, and otherwise ill ; he has passed his word as above, and 
appears at the same hour with bis father; and we beg the 
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directions of His Excellency and the Council. *Joaeph Fox, 
prisoner, tome papers. •Samuel Emien, Jr., confined to his 
bed ; tee brtAe open his desk, but found no papers of a public 
nature. Adam Kuhn, D. M., produced the certificate of his 
having taken the oath to the United States, 3d June, and is to 
be forthcoming at one o'clock to-day. 'Fhineas Bond, on 
parole, no papers. •William Smith, D.D., "Rev. Thomas 
Coombe, prisoner, no papers. *Samuel Shoemaker, has given 
his promise not to go from his house, that he has never had 
any thing to do with the Meetings for Sufferings, and has dis- 
approved of the proceedings signed by Pemberton. 

•Charles Jervis, prisoner, no papers. William Drewet Smith, 
prisoner, no papers. *Pike, (dancing-master,) on parole, no 
papers. 'Owen Jones, Jr., prisoner, no papers. •William 
Lenox, Jr., prisoner, had a pocket-book and some papers. 
•Jeremiah Warder, aged and very infirm, having an inflamma- 
tion, has given his verbal parole, agreeably to our instructions ; 
tee found some papers. •Caleb Emien, not to be found. •Wil- 
liam Smith, (broker,) prisoner; his chamber is locked up for 
the inspection of his papers, the key in the possession of Cap- 
tain Smith. "Charles Eddy, prisoner, no papers. •Samuel 
Murdock, on parole, no papers. Alexander Stedman, prisoner. 
Charles Stedman, Jr., prisoner. *Robert Asheton, (merchant,) 
on parole. William Imlay, prisoner, no papers. *Thoma8 
Gilpin, prisoner, no papers. •Samuel Jackson, out of town ; 
no search has been made for papers as yet *Thomas Affleck, 
prisoner, no papers. 

" !N.B. Caleb Emien, on being arrested, took the oath as 
required by law, and was therefore discharged." 

Colonel Bradford, Colonel Will, Major Keer. and Mr. 
Loughead, reported, that they had arrested Israel Pemberton, 
John Hunt, and Samuel Pleasants, but ihfit they all refused to 
move from the house of the said Pemberton, where they now 
are, unless they were arrested by some civil officer: therefore, 
ordered. That Colonel Nicola, town major, do take a proper 
guard, and seize Israel Pemberton, John Hunt, and Samuel 
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Pleasants, aod conduct them to the Freemasotis* Lodge, and 
there confine them under guard, until further orders: and 
PhJneas Bond having, by letter, declared his renunciation of 
the parole he has signed, therefore ordered, That Colonel 
Nicola do also seize and confine him, in like manner, until 
further orders. 



CONGRES& 

Wednetday, September 3d, 1777. 

A letter of the 2d, from George Bryan, Esq., Vice-President 
of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania, \\'as read, 
informing that " In consequence of the recommendation of Con- 
gress, and their own persuasion of the propriety and necessity 
of the measure, the Council have taken up several persons 
ioimically disposed towards the American States; that few of 
the Quakers among these are willing to make any promise of 
any kind; and desiring the advice of Congress, particularly 
whether Augusta and Winchester, in Virginia, vxmid Tiot be 
suitable places in tohich to secure these persons :" whereupon. 

Resolved. That Congress approve of the Quaker prisoners 
being sent to Virginia, and in the opinion of Congress that 
Suuntott, in the County of Augusta, is the most proper place in 
Virginia, for their residence, and security ; and with regard to 
the other prisoners mentioned in their letter, Congress leave it 
to the Supreme Executive Council, to do with them as they in 
their wisdom shall think best. 

The Supreme Executive Council having sent to Congress, 
by one of the delegates of their state, sundry original letters 
and papers found in the possession of some of the Quakers 
taken into custody, the same were read. 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee to whom 
General Sullivan's letter of the 2l8t of August was referred. 
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COUNCIL. 

September 4lh, I ITT. 

Israel Pemberton, John Huot, and Samiiel Pleasants, attended 
by Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Robeson, (attorneys,) and also by 
Samuel Rhoads, Jr., tent in by the Secretary a request to be 
heard by the Council ; to which the Council, by the Secretary, 
anstoered: that the arrest has been made by order of Congrett, 
and that at present the Council decline hearing them ; that the 
Secretary returned and informed Council, that Mr. PembenoDi 
on behalf of himself, Mr. Hunt, and Pleasants, observed, no 
arrest had been made by the town major ; that one of them had 
not seen or been spoken to by him ; that as freemen, they 
claimed the right of being heard in their defence before the 
Council ; that nothing on their part should be said but what was 
decent and proper ; that theirs is a case in which every freeman 
in the State is interested ; and that this right of being heard 
they demanded and insisted on. To which the Council by the 
Secretary, answered : that the Council hai ordered this arrest 
in consequence of a recommendation of Congress, and they do 
not, at present, think proper to hear Mr, Pemberton, Mr. Hunt, 
and Mr. Pleasants. 

A remonstrance from the aforesaid was presented and read. 

Colonel Nicola reports, that he has executed the orders of 
yesterday, and had conducted Israel Pemberton, John Hunt, 
Samuel Pleasants, and Phineas Bond, to the Freemasons' 
Lodge, and secured them under guard. 

Ordered, That the persons now confined in the Freematoiu' 
Lodge, be sent to Staunton, in Augusta County, in the State of 
Virginia, agreeable to the resolve of Congress ; there bo be 
secured and treated in such manner as shall be consistent with 
their respective characters, and the security of their persons. 

Ordered, That the lieutenants of the respective counties do 
furnish proper guards of militia for prisoners, wheiher tories 
or others, when application shall be made to them for such 
purpoNS. 
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BeptonbwMi. 
[Present as before], and Jacob Morgan, Esq. 

The President laid before the Council a remonstrance de- 
livered to him last evening, by John Reynell, James Craig, and 
Owen Jones, signed by the gentlemen confined in the Masons' 
Lodge, which was read, and thereupon ordered, That the said 
remonstrance be laid before Congress, and that application be 
made to Congress to know whether they had any objections to 
such of the aforesaid gentlemen as should now take an oath or 
affirmation of allegiance to this State, being enlarged ; to which 
Congress return the following resolve, viz. : 

Is CoogreM, BqMMBber 5th, 1777. 
Resolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be informed 
that the Congress have no objection to the enlargement of such 
persons now confined in the Lodge, as will swear or affirm 
allegiance to this State. 
Extract from the minutes. 

Crablbs Thomsor, 

Secretary. 

Therefore, resolved. That such of the persons now confined 
ID (he Lodge, as shall take an oath or affirmation of allegiance 
to this State, shall be thereupon discharged. 

Ordered, that the Secretary write to Colonel Bradford, and 
request him to communicate the last-mentioned resolve to the 
gentlemen confined in the Lodge. 

CONGBESa 

Fridmr, September SOi, 1777. 

A letter of this day from Thomas Wharton, Jr., President of 

Pennsylvania, was read, informing that the persons detained in 

the Masons' Lodge, have had notice of their going to-morrow 

to Auguaia, and deairing an answer, " Whether the removal of 
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those persons may not be relaxed as to such as would yet swear 
or affirm aDegiSnce to this State;" also including a remon- 
strance to the Council of Pennsylvania, from twenty persons in 
the Lodge :* whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be informed 
that Congress have no objection to the enlargement of such 
persons now confined in the Lodge as will swear or affirm 
lo this State. 

A remonstrance from Israel Pemberton, James Pemberton, 
John Pemberton, Thomas Wharton, Henry Drinker, Thomas 
Fisher, Samuel Pleasants, and Samuel R. Fisher, was read rf 

Ordered to lie on the table ; 

The committee to whom the papers sent to Congress by the 
Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania were referred, 
brought in a report, which was read. 

Ordered, that the consideration thereof be postponed. 

CONGRESS. 

Btlutda;, September 6, 1TT7. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the committee 
to whom were referred the papers transmitted by the Supreme 
Executive Council of Pennsylvania ; whereupon 

Ordered, That the papers as reported by the committee, from 
No. 1 to 11, be published. 

Congress took into consideration the remonstrance from 
Israel Pemberton, James Pemberton, John Pemberton, Thomas 
Wharton, Henry Drinker, Thomas Fisher, Samuel Pleasants, 
and Samuel R. Fisher, who were taken into custody upon the 
recommendation of Congress, praying to be heard ; whereupon 

Resolved, That it he recommended to the Supreme Execuiive 
Council of the State of Pennsylvania to hear what the said re- 
monstrants can allege to remove the suspicions of their being 
disaffected or dangerous to the United States, and act therein as 
the said Council judge most conducive to the public safety, 
•SMpafeBUtoSe. tSeeptgalOa. 
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COUNCIL. 

Saturdiy, Septsmbei 6, 1777. 

[Prfesent, as yesterday.] 

A resolve of Congress, of this date, recomtnendiDg to this 
Council to hear what Israel Pemberton and divers others, 
therein named, can allege to remove the suspicion of their 
being disaffected or dangerous to the United States, being read 
and considered. 

Resolved, That the President do write to the Congress, and 
let them know, that the Council has not time lo attend to that 
business, in the present alarming a-iais, and that they were, 
agreeably to the recommendation of Congress, at the moment the 
said resolve was brought into Council, disposing of every thing 
for the departure cf the prisoners. 

CONGRESS. 

Hondaj, S^ttomber 8, 1777. 
Congress took into consideration the letter of the 8th, from 
the Council of Pennsylvania, wherein they informed, " that at 
the time the resolves of Congress of the 6th came to them, the 
Council were disposing of every thing for the departure of the 
gentlemen confined in the Masons' Lodge ; that the hearing of 
some may be censured as a partial proceeding, and therefore 
ifaey wish the same indulgence may be granted to all ; that aa 
this may be tedious, and, in the midst of the present load of im- 
portant business before Council, of which that of embodying the 
militia is not the least part, they have not leisure to undertake 
it ; that, as much injury will ensue to their commonwealth, if 
Council at present yield any further attention to this matter, 
they therefore earnestly request that Congress may hear and 
dispose of the gentlemen prisoners in the Masons' Lodge, and 
also of those who are on promise or parole, in such manner as to 
their wisdom shall seem best, and that for this purpose a list of 
the prisoners is herewith sent ■'' wherenpon 
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Resolved, That it wonld be improper for Congress to enter 
into any hearing of the remonstrantB or the other prisoners in 
the Lodge, they being inhabitants of Fennsykania ; and there- 
fore, as the Council declines giving them a hearing, for the rea- 
sons assigned in their letter to Congress, that it be recom- 
mended to the said Council to order the immediate departure 
of such of the said prisoners as yet refuse to swear or affirm 
allegiance to the State of Pennsylvania, to Staunton, in Vir- 
ginia. 

COUNCIL. 

Monda; , S«ptfimber Sth. 

[Present, as above.] 

A remonstrance from the people confined in the Masons' 
Lodge* was presented by the Secretary, and read. Thereupon, 
the Secretary was ordered to acquaint Dr. Hutchinson, one of 
the gentlemen who delivered the said remonstrance to him, 
that Council had referred the case to Congress. 

Tne^ijr, September 9th. 

Colonel William Bradford now attended the Council, and 
reported, that he had on Friday evening last, waited upon the 
prisoners now confined at the Masons' Lodge, and shown them 
the certified copy of the resolve of Congress, relating to them, 
of the Sth inst., and had given them a copy thereof; but that 
the prisoners had given him no reason to expect a compliance 
with the terms proposed them. 

The following resolve of Congress was read, viz.: 

IN CONGRESS. 

Septembec 8th, 1T77. 

Resolved, That it would be improper for Congress to enter 

into the hearing of the remonstrants, or other prisoners in the 

Masons' Lodge, they being inhabitants of Pennsylvania, and 

therefore, as the Council decline giving them a bearing, for the 
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reasons assigned ia their letters to Congress, that it be recom- 
mended to said Council, to order the immediate departure of 
such of the said prisoners as yet refuse to swear or affirm alle- 
giance to the State of Pennsylvania, to Staunton in Virginia. 
Extract from the minutes, 

Chabi.eb Thomson, 

Secretary. 

On consideration, Resolved, That James Pemberlon, Henry 
Drinker, Israel Pemberlon, John Pemberton, Samuel Pleasants, 
Thomas Wharton, sen., Thomas Fisher, (son of Joshua,) 
Miers Fisher, Elijah Brown, John Hunt, Phineas Bond, Rev. 
Thomas Coombe.Charles Jervis, William Drewet Smith, Charles 
Eddy, T. Pike. Owen Jones, jun., Edward Pennington, William 
Smith, (broker,) Thomas Gilpin, Thomas AfBeck, apprehended 
by Council, as persons who have uniformly manifested, by their 
general conduct and conversation, a disposition highly inimical 
to the cause of America, imprisoned in the Freemasons' Lodge 
in this city, they refusing to confine themselves to their several 
dwellings, and thereby making the restraint of their persons, in 
another manner, necessary, and having refused to promise to 
refrain from corresponding with the enemy, and also declined 
giving any assurance of allegiance to this state, as of right they 
ought, do hereby renounce all the privileges of citizenship ; and 
that it appears, they consider themselves as subjects of the 
King of Great Britain, the enemy of this and the other United 
Slates of America, and that they ought to be proceeded with 
accordingly. 

Resolved, That persons of like character, and in emergencies 
equal to the present, when the enemy is at our door, have, in 
the other states, been arrested and secured, upon suspicions 
arising from their general behaviour, and refusal to acknow- 
ledge their allegiance to the state of which they were the proper 
sobjectn ; and, that such proceedings may be abundantly justi- 
fied by the conduct of the freest nations and the authority of 
the most judicious civiliaos ; therefore* 
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Resolved, That the persons whose names are mentioned 
above, be, without further delay, removed to Staunton, in Vir- 
ginia. 



« lOtb, ITTT. 

Colonel Nicola, town-major, represMitiDg that he could not 
procure ihe horses necessary for the guards — 

Ordered, To escort the prisoners from the Masons' Lodge 
towards Reading ; a warrant to impress six horses, with saddles, 
was issued, directed to him. 

An order was drawn on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Alexander Nesbitt and Samuel Caldwell, gentlemen of the 
Light Horse, ordered to escort the prisoners on their way to 
Augusta, for the sum of £100, to pay their expenses, as far as 
the present escort may go, and for which tbey are to account. 



[Present, Wharton, Bryan, Bailey, Hart, and Morgan.] 
Mr. Alexander Nesbitt, one of the gentlemen of the Light 
Horse, appointed to escort the prisoners to Winchester, in Vir- 
ginia, reports, That Israel Pemberton, and divers others of 
them, had obtained writs of habeas corpus, ordering Lewis 
Nicola to bring the bodies of the said Israel Pemberton and 
others before him, on the 17th inst, at Ihe place in the writ 
expressed ; and the Honourable House of General Assembly 
having this day passed an act, entitled an act, &c.— Ordered, 
That a writ be issued, authorizing and empowering Samuel 
Caldwell and Alexander Nesbitt, to receive the bodies of Israel 
Pemberton, &c., (naming them,) who have been, in coose* 
quence of the recommendation of Congress, arrested and sent 
forward towards Winchester, in Virginia, and them to deliver 
to Jacob Morgan and John Oldt, to be forwarded to the place 
of their destination. 

18 
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CONGRESa 



Hondaf, October 13lh, 171T. 

[Sundry letters.] One of the first from John Smith, lieu- 
tenant of Frederick County, Virginia, with sundry papers 
enclosed, was read, also a remonstrance from Israel Pem- 
benon and others, and a memorial from Chevalier Du Portail, 
were read. 

Ordered, That the memorial from Israel Femberlon and 
others, be referred to the Board of War. 

HoDdar, Deoember 8th, 1777. 

Sundry intercepted letters from Owen Jones, Jr., to sundry 
persons at Lancaster, were laid before Congress. 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three ; the 
members chosen, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Duer, and Mr. Harvie. 

IHiMdir, Deoamber 9th, L777. 

The committee to whom were referred the intercepted letters 
from Owen Jones, Jr., to sundry pers<His at Lancaster, brought 
in a report and desired leave to sit again. 

Congress took into consideration the report ; whereupon. 
Resolved, That the letters from Owen Jones, Jr., a prisoner of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and confined at Win- 
chester, in Virginia, to sundry persons at Lancaster, be trans- 
mitted by the Board of War to the President of the Supreme 
Executive Council of the State of Pennsylvania ; and that it be 
recommended to the executive authority of the said State to 
take such measures in the premises as they in their wisdom 
shall deem meet. 

Ordered, That the committee have leave to sit again. 

Wedneidar, DeMmber 34th, 177T, 
A memorial from Israel Pemberton and others, to the Con- 
gress and Executive Council of Pennsylvania, was read. 



:dbv Google 



Tbnndftfi JuuMry l*t, 1778. 

A memorial to Congress and the Sapreme Executive Coun- 
cil of Pennsylvania, from Israel Pemberton and others, also a 
letter from Owen Jones, Jr., to James Duane, Esq., were read. 

Resolved, That the consideration thereof be postponed. 



CONGRESS. 

A petition from Isaac Zane, Joseph Janney, Benjamin Wright, 
William Jackson, John Parrish, and Joseph Wright, was read. 

Ordered, That the petition be referred to a committee of 
three. The members chosen, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Henry, and Mr. 
Clark. 

Wedneadsj, Juiatry SStfa, 1TT8. 
The committee to whom the petition of Isaac Zane and 
others, was referred, reported verbally. 

Ordered, That the consideration of this matter be postponed 
till to-morrow. 

TbniidBjr, Jumai; 39tli, ITTa 

('Ongress resamed the consideration of the petition of Isaac 
Zane, &c., whereupon. 

Resolved, That the prisoners now at Winchester, in the 
State of Virginia, who have been apprehended by the govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the resolution of Con- 
gress of the 28th of August, 1777, be discharged from their 
confinement on their taking and Eubscribing either the oath or 
affirmation of allegiance, as prescribed by the laws of Penn- 
sylvania, or the following oath or affirmation, at the option of 
the persons confined, viz.: 

" I, A. R, do swear (or affirm), that I acknowledge myself a 
suhjeci of the State of Pennsylvania, as a free and independent 
state, and that I will in all things demean myself as a good and 
faithful subject ought to do." 

Ordered, That the President write to the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, and inform him of this resolution. 
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COUNCIL. 



r, Febnuiy 4tli, 1TT8. 

Present, Wharton, Joseph Hart, John Hambright, Thomas 
Urie, Thomas Scott, and James Edgar. 
The following address was read, to wit : 

TO THE PRESIDENT AND CODNCIL, HOW GITTIKO AT LANOABTSa. 

These may show, 

That we, the subscribers, being appointed on behalf of the 
Westerly Quarterly Meeting of the people called Quakers, in 
order to lay before you various deeply distressing cases and 
circumstances, that nearly affect us, as a religious Society, 
request an admittance to be heard by you, for the purpose 
above said ; which favour will be acknowledged by your real 
friends, 

Warren Miffliu, William Jackson, Jr., 

Abraham Gibbons, James Jackson, 

Jos. Husband, Jacob Lindley. 

ci,93dof 3diiK)ntli,lTTa 



Ordered, That tite subscribers of the said request he informed, 
that the Council are vrilling to attend to their representation to 
be made in writing, and are disposed to hear them on such 
matters as may be contained therein, so far as is within the 
cognizance of the Council. 

The following representation was read, viz. : 

TO THE PHESIDENT AND COUNCIL, NOW 8ITTINO AT LANCASTEK. 

Luicaiter, S4th Sd moath, 1778, 
We, the subscribers, are desirous to lay before you, 
1st, the case of a number of our friends, now under confine- 
ment at Winchester, in Virginia, by the authority of your 
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body, as we apprehend, whose release we strongly desire, or if 
that cannot be obtained, that three or more of them, on behalf 
of the rest, may be heard in their own vindicatioo, either 
before Council or Congress, as you may direct. 

Sdly, That you would weightily consider the situation of 
four of our friends, closely confined in the connmon jail of this 
borough. 

3dly, That you would interpose for our relief, in case of 
exorbitant fines, laken from us, because of our conscience sake 
we cannot yield our personal service in war. 

4thly, We desire a redress of grievance in a certain law, 
commonly called the test law, 

[Signed as the above.] 

Whereas Doctor Parke, and one Morton, both of the city of 
Philadelphia, the former son-in-law, and the latter stepson of 
James Pemberton, have presumed to undertake a journey from 
Philadelphia to Winchester, without calling at headquarters, 
or obtaining permission from any lawful authority : 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to cause the 
said Parke and Morton to be apprehended and confined in 
prison, till further orders. 

CONGRESS. 

TD(»d>r,HiKhiotii,in6. 

A letter of the 7th, from the Executive Council of Pennsyl- 
vania, was read, representing that " the affairs of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania are so circumstanced as to admit the 
return of the prisoners sent from that Stale into Virginia, 
without danger to the commonwealth, or to the common cause 
of America. That ike dangerous example which their longer 
continuance in banishment may afford an future occasions has 
aiready given uneasiness to some good friends to the indepen- 
dency of these States," and requesting, " if Congress have no 
other reasons for coatinaing them in i^irginia than the Council 
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are acquainted witk, that such orders may be given as skaU put 
those people again under the direction and authority of th« 
President and Council of their State," 

HoDdsy, Muob t6tb, ITTa 
Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to deliver to 
the order of the President and Council of Pennsylvania, ibe 
prisoners sent from that State to Virginia. 



April 6lh, 1778. 

A letter from his Excellency, General Washington, inclosing 
one from Mrs. Mary Pemberton to him, requesting a protection 
for one or more wagons, and for the persons who may be em- 
ployed to go with them to Winchester, to carry necessaries for 
the prisoners sent there from this state. 

On consideration, ordered, that a protection be granted for 
two wagons and the necessary persons to take care of them, 
and conduct them to this borough, on their way to the said 
prisoners. 

April Sth, 1TT8. 
The resolve of Congress of 16th March last, " That the 
Board of War be directed to deliver over to the order of the 
President and Council of Pennsylvania, the prisoners seat from 
this state to Virginia," being now read, and the law for the 
further security of the government taken into consideration, as 
far as the same may affect the said prisoners, thereupon ordered, 
that the said prisoners, to wit, Israel Pemberlon, (and others 
named,) be brought to Shippensburg, in this State, and there 
enlarged. That they be informed of the law passed for the 
further security of the government, by giving to Mr. Israel 
Pemberton, or some one of the said prisoners, a printed copy 
of the said law, for the inspection of the whole : thai Mr. 
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Francis Y. Baily and Captain Lang, be appointed to apply to the 
Board of War for, and receive from them, an order for the 
delivery of the prisoners sent from this State to Virginia, and 
that the Board of War be requested to give orders for such 
assistance in procuring wagons to bring the prisoners into this 
&Mte, and there set them at liberty ; and that on the journey 
they be treated with the respect due to their characters. 

Ordered, That the lieutenants of the counties through which 
the aforesaid prisoners may pass, do give the necessary assis- 
tanct to Mr. Baily and Captain Lang, by furnishing wagons or 
other assistance, which they may stand in need of. 

Ordered, That the whole expense of arresting and confining 
tke prisoners sent to Virginia, the expenses of their journey, and 
all other incidental charges, be paid by the said prisoners. 

AprU lOth. 

Ad address from the wives and near friends of the prisoners 
in Virginia, was read and considered, to wit: 

Representation of the wives of the prisoners in Virginia, read 
in Council, April lOth, 177S : 

TO THE CONoaESB, BOAKD 07 WAR, PRBSmiSRT JND OOUKOIL, AND 



We, the afflicted and sorrowful wives, parents, and near 
connexions of the Friends in banishment, at and near Win- 
chester, think ourselves bound by the strongest ties of natural 
affection, syotpathy, and regard, to request you, that you suffer 
Christian charity and compassion so far to prevail in your 
minds as lo take off the bonds of those innocent and oppressed 
Friends, and enlreai you not let the ruin of such, who have evi- 
denced their strong attachment to their native country, and a 
benevolent disposition to mankind in general, to lie at the door 
of a people professing the tender and compassionate religion of 
Christ, one of whose excellent precepts was, " Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." 
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The melancholy account we have lately received, of the io- 
dispositioii of our beloved husbands and children, and that tbe 
awful messenger'~deBth — had made an inroad on one of their 
number, (Thomas Gilpin,) to the unspeakable grief and irre- 
parable loss of an amiable wife and children, hath deeply 
affected our minds, and divers of our families are in a distressed 
situation. We therefore ardently desire you to make the cflhe 
your own. No doubt many of you have wives and tender 
children, and must know that, in time of trial and distress, none 
are so proper to alleviate and bear a part of the burden, as 
their affectionate husbands. 

We firmly believe these, our dear friwids, are clear and 
innocent of the charges alleged against them ; which they, for 
themselves, and their friends for them, have fully answered ; 
and that they are now suffering for a steady and firm adhe- 
rence to their ino^nsive and peaceable principles. 

This application to you on this interesting subject, is entirely 
an act of our own. We have not consulted our absent friends 
on the occasion, hoping and believing it will not be of disser- 
vice ; and we request you will take no oHence at the freedom 
of women so deeply interested as we are in this matter, and 
that Divine Benevolence may so influence your hearts as to 
grant our earnest request ; in which, we doubt not, you will 
find true peace in the hour of retribution ; and it wilt be also 
an inexpressible consolation to your anfiering and sorrowful 
friends, 

Hannah Pemberton, Mary Pemberton, 

Isabella Affleck, Eliza Drinker, 

Rebecca Jervis, Sarah Fisher, 

Phebe Pemberton, Susanna Jones, 

Sarah R. Fisher, Mary Pleasants, 

Mary Eddy, Mary Brown, 

Sarah Pennington, Elizabeth Smith, 

Rachel Wharton, Eliza Jervis, 

Esther Fisher, Rachel HunL 

1, 4th month lat, 1778. 
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Ordered, That tha prisoners now in Virginia, be brought to 
^s borough, instead of being enlarged at Shippensburg. 

The Board of War having sent to Council anortier to Joseph 
Holmes, Esq., to deliver over to the order of the President and 
Conncil of this State, all prisoners of ibis State now under his 
care, thereupon 

Ordered, That an order be endorsed thereon, for the de- 
livery of ihe said prisoners to Mr. Baiiy and Captain Lang. 

April 31 St. 

The Council resuming the consideration of the case of the 
imsoners which are ordered to this borough from Winchester, 
agreeable to the request of Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Pemberton, Mrs. 
Pleasants, and Mrs. Drinker, and the samebeing fully considered, 
thereupon 

Ordered, That on their arrival here, it shall be at the election 
of the said prisoners to be set at liberty in the borough, or at 
Pottsgrove, in the county of Philadelphia. 

April 9Ttb. 

Captain Lang and Mr. Baily report, that they had received 
from Alexander White, Esq., vrho acted for and in behalf of 
Joseph Holmes, Esq., Deputy Commissary of Prisoners, the 
following persons, agreeable to the order of this Council, viz. : 
Israel Pemberton, &c. ; and that the said gentlemen were now 
in this borough, agreeable to the order of Council. That they 
had been informed by Alexander While, Esq., that Thomas 
Gilpin and John Hunt were dead. Thomas Affleck, one of the 
prisoners sent to Virginia, having obtained leave to come to 
this borough, in consideration of the dangerous illness of his 
wife, being also arrived here. 

The case of the prisoners brought from Virginia, and now 
in this borough, being considered, thereupon 

Ordered, That they be immediately sent to Pottsgrove, in 
die County of Philadelphia, and there discharged from confine- 
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ment; and that they be furnished witii a copy of the order, 
which shall be deemed a discharge. 

(Note. Under the cerlified copy of ttiis resolve, given to the 
respective gentleoien, the following certificate was inserted, and 
signed by the Secretary, viz. : 

(A. 6.) of the City of Philadelphia, geotleman, one of the 
prisoners referred to by the above order of Council, is hereby 
permitted, with his horses, servants, and tiaggage, to pass un- 
molested into the County of Philadelphia, agreeably to the said 
order, which is to be respected as their discharge.) 

A pass to Philadelphia, for Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Pemberton, Mrs. 
Pleasants, and Mrs. Drinker, and for Israel Morris, who 
attended them, being requested ; on consideration. 

Ordered, That a pass be granted to the aforesaid persons, 
with (heir servant, to return to headquarters, and from thence 
to Philadelphia, if General Washington shall think proper for 
them so to da 



PAPERS PUBLISHED BT OSDEE OF CONORES& 

(See Dunlap'B FeDosjlraDia Packet, No. 304, dated Taeaday, 6 Saptember, 1TT7, 
in Um PhUadelpbia Librarj, No. 384, FolioO 

Philadslphia, Septomber 6. 
THE TESTIHONT OF THE PEOPLE CALLED QDtKEHS, GIVEN FORTH BT A 
HEETINO OP THE KEFRESENTATIVES OP SAID PEOFLB. IB PENNSYL- 
VANIA AND NEW JERSEY, HELD AT PHILADELPHIA THE TWENTT- 

pouaTH DAY or THE pisBi honth, 1775. 

Having considered with real sorrow, the unhappy contest 
between the Legislature of Great Britain and the people of these 
Colonies, and the animosities consequent thereon; we have by 
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repeated public advices and private admonitioDs, used our en- 
deavours to dissuade the members of our religious Society from 
joining with the public resolutions promoted and entered into 
by some of the people, which as we apprehended, so we now 
find have increased contention, and produced great discord and 
confusion. 

The divine principle of grace and truth which we profess, 
leads all who attend to its dictates, to demean themselves as 
peaceable subjects, and to discountenance and avoid every 
measure tending to excite disaffeciion to the King, as supreme 
magistrate, or to the legal authority of his government ; to 
which purpose many of the late political writings and addresses 
to the people appearing to be calculated, we are led by a sense 
of duty lo declare our entire disapprobation of them — their 
spirit and temper being not only contrary to the nature and 
precepta of the gospel, but destructive of the peace and harmony 
of civil society, disqualify men in these times of difficulty, for 
the wise and judicious consideration and promoting of such 
measures as would be most effectual for reconciling diOerencea, 
or obtaining the redress of grievances. 

From our past experience of the clemency of the King and 
his royal ancestors, we have grounds to hope and believe, that 
decent and respectful addresses from those who are vested 
with legal authority, representing the prevailii^ dissatisfactions 
and the cause of them, would avail towards obtaining relief, 
ascertaining and establishing the just rights of the people, and 
restoring the public tranquillity ; and we deeply lament that 
contrary modes of proceeding have been pursued, which have 
involved the Colonies in confusion, appear likely to produce 
violence and bloodshed, and threaten The subversion of the 
constitutional government, and of that liberty of conscience, for 
the enjoyment of which, our ancestors were induced to en- 
counter the manifold dangers and difficulties of crossing the 
seas, and of settling in the wilderness. 

We are, therefore, incited by a sincere concern for the peace 
and welfare of our country, publicly to declare against every 
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UBorpation of power and authority, in opposition to the laws 
and government, and against all combinations, insurrections, 
conspiracies, and illegal assemblies ; and as we are restrained 
from them by the conscientious discharge of our duty to Al- 
mighty God, " by whom kings reign, and princes decree 
jusiice," we hope through his assistance and favour, to be 
enabled to maintain our testimony against any requisitions 
which may be made of us, inconsistent with our religious prin- 
ciples, and the fidelity we owe to the King and his government, 
as by law established ; earnestly desiring the restoration of that 
harmony and concord which have hitherto united the people of 
these provinces, and been attended by the divine blessing on 
their labours. 
Signed, in and on behalf of the said meeting, 

Jaubs Pbmberton, 

Clerk at this time. 

The Quakers in Pennsylvania, much alarmed at the present 
distracted proceedings of the Colonies, in the opposition making 
to ihe authority of the Parhament of Great Britain, foreseeing 
the most fatal consequences both to themselves and the parent 
country, have thought it necessary to address their brethren in 
the adjacent provinces, and have published the following epistle, 
declaring their disapprobation of the measures prosecuting for 
obtaining redress, and earnestly requesting all of their com- 
munion to avoid joining in such measures as are totally' incoQ- 
sistent with their religious principles. 

AK XnSTLB raOH THE MEXTINO rOK SUFPERIKOa, HELD IN FHILAOGL- 
PHIA, FOR PBMHBTLVANU AND NEW JERSEY, THE FIFTH DAT OF THE 
FIRST IIONTB, 1775. 

To our friends and brethren in these and the adjacent Provinces. 
Dear Friends, — 
During the troubles and commotions which have prevailed, 
and still continue in this once peaceful land, much seasonable 
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and weighty advice hath been frequently communicated, and 
particularly by our late Yearly Meeting, exhorting Friends in 
every part of their conduct, to act agreeaUe to the peaceable 
principles and teBtimony we profess; which we fervently de- 
sire may be duly attended to and put in practice; yet as some 
public resolves have been lately entered into, with the concur- 
rence and approbation of some members of our religious Society, 
the nature and tendency of which are evidently contrary to our 
religious principles, our minds have been deeply affected with 
affliction and sorrow, and we have in much affection and 
brotherly love been engaged to use our endeavours to convince 
these our brethren of their deviation : in the discharge of which 
duty, so far as we have proceeded, we have had the evidence 
of peace. 

And, dear friends, we are now constrained in the renewings 
of true love, to intreat and exhort all, with humility and reve- 
rence, to bear in mind, Uiat our real welfare and preservaiion, 
on the foundation of our religious fellowship and communion, 
depends on our faithfully adhering to the doctrines and pr^ 
cepts of our Lord Jesus Christ, who expressly declared, " My 
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of th^ 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be de- 
livered to the Jews ; but now is my kingdom not from heno^." 
(John xviii. 86.) Which ever since we were a people, we 
have publicly professed should be religiously observed by us as 
the rule of our conduct. 

As divers members of our religious Society, some of them 
without their consent or knowledge, have been lately nominated 
to attwid on and engage in some public affairs, which ih^ 
cannot underrake without deviating from these our religious 
principles; we therefore earnestly beseech and advise them, 
and all others, to consider the end and purpose of every mea^ 
sure to which they are desired to become parties, and with 
great circumspection and care to guard against joining in any 
for the asserting and maintaining our rights and liberties, which 
on mature delibentioD, appear not to be dictated by that 



:dbv Google 



EXILES FROM PENMETLVANIA. 



"wisdom which is from above, which is pure, peaceable, 
gentle, and full of mercy and good fruiis." (James iii. 16.) 

" Every instance of conduct inconsistent with our Christian 
profession, tends to violate ihe testimony we ought to maintain 
of the sufficiency of that divine principle of light and grane, by 
a steady attention to which our ancestors were led, in times of 
great commotion and difficulty, to an humble patient waiting 
for that relief and liberty, which after a time of deep suffering 
was granted them." 

And as they were often engaged with Christian fortitude and 
freedom to remonstrate to those who were in power, whenever 
under suiferings, they could safely do it, without fear of being 
reproached for any part of their conduct having ministered just 
occasion of offence ; or for having ever been concerned in any 
kind of conspiracies, or combinations against the government 
under which they lived. 

" Should any now so far deviate from their example, and the 
practice of faithful Friends at all times since, as manifest a dis- 
position to contend for liberty by any methods or agreements 
contrary to the peaceable spirit and temper of the gospel, which 
ever breathes peace on earth and good-will to all men ;" as it 
is the duly, we desire it may be the care of Friends, in every 
meeting where there are any such, speedily to treat with them, 
agreeable to our Christian discipline, and endeavour to con- 
vince them of their error ; in which labour let all be done in 
true charity and brotherly love, and the effect will be happy to 
those who receive it in the same spirit. This religious care 
steadily maintained, will clearly testify the sincerity of our de- 
sires " to guard against being drawn into measures which may 
minister occasion to any to represent us as a people departing 
from the principles we profess ; and will likewise excite such, 
who have been so incautious as to enter into engagements, the 
terms and tendency of which they had not duly considered, to 
avoid doing any thing inconsistent with our principles;" and 
constantly to remember, that to fear God, honour the king, and 
do good to all men, is our indispensable duty. 
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And, dear friends. 

And in a degree of thai divine love which unites in Chrii- 
tian comaiunion and fellowship, we tenderly salute you, de- 
siring that we may more diligently press ai^er and seek for an 
establishment on that Rock, against which the gates of hell 
shall never prevail, that we may be supported steadfast, when 
storms and tempests, which for the trial of our faith and the 
more thoroughly purging us from those things which are of a 
defiling nature, are permitted ; for the Lord, whom we desire 
to serve, tenderly regards his depending children, and all his 
chastisements are in mercy directed to redeem and preserve 
them from evil. 

Signed, in and on behalf of the said meeting, by 

John Fembebton, 

Clerk. 



THE ANOIBNT T^TIHONT AND P&IPICI¥LES OF THE PEOPLE CALLED 
QUAKERS, RENEWED, WITH BESFBOT TO THE KINS AND GOVERN- 
MENT! AND TOUCHINO THE COMMOTIONS NOW PEEVAILINO IN THESE 
AND OTHER PARTS or AMERICA. ADDRESSES TO THE PEOPLE IN 
QENBRAL. 

A religious concern for our friends and fellow-subjects of 
every denomination, and more especially for those of all ranks, 
who in the present commotions, are engaged in public employ- 
ments and stations, induces us earnestly to beseech every in- 
dividual, in the most solemn manner, to consider the end and 
tendency of the measures they are promoting; and on the 
most impartial inquiry into the state of their minds, carefully 
to examine whether they are acting in the fear of God, and in 
conformity to the precepts and doctrine of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom we profess to believe in, and that by him alone 
we expect to be saved from our sins. 

The calamities and afflictions which now surround us should, 
as we apprehend, afliect every mind with the most awful 
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consideration of the dispensations of Dirioe Frovideace to 
mankind in general in former ages, and that as the sins and 
iniquities of the people subjected them to grievous sufferings, 
the same causes still produce the like effects. 

The inhabitants of these provinces were long signally 
favoured with peace and plenty. Have the returns of tine 
thankfulness been generally manifest! Have integrity and 
godly simplicity been maintained, and religiously regarded 1 
Hath a religious care to do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly, been evident l Hath the precept of Christ, to do unto 
others as we would they should do unto ns, been the govera- 
ing rule of our conduct 1 Hath an upright impartial desire to 
prevent the slavery and oppression of our fellow-men, and to 
resttwe them to their natural rights, to true Christian liberty, 
been cherished and encouraged ? Or have pride, wantonness, 
luxury, profaneoess, a partial spirit, aud forgetfulnessof the good- 
ness and mercies of God, become lamentably prevalent? Have 
we not, therefore, abundant occasion to break off from our sins 
by righteousness, and our iniquities by showing mercy to the 
poor ; and with true contrition and abasement of soul, to bumble 
ourselves, aud supplicate the almighty Preserver of men, to show 
favour, and to renew unto us a state of tranquillity and peace T 
It is our fervent desire that this may soon appear to be the 
pious resolution of the people in general, of all ranks and de- 
nominations ; then may we have a well-grounded hope, that 
wisdom from above, which is pure, peaceable, and full of 
mercy and good fruits, will preside and govern in the delibera- 
tions of those wlio, in these perilous times, undertake the 
transaclion of the most important public affairs ; and that by 
their steady care and endeavours, constantly to act under die 
infiuMices of this wisdom, those of inferior stations will be in- 
cited diligently to pursue those measures which make for 
peace, and tend to the reconciliation of contending parties, on 
principles dictated by the spirit of Christ, who " came not to 
destroy men's lives, but to save them." (Luke ix. 56.) 

We are so fully assured that these principles are the most 
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certain and effectual means of preventiog the extreme misery 
and desolations of wars and bloodshed, that we are constrained 
to entreat all who profess faith in Christ, to manifest that they 
really believe in him and desire to obtain the blessings he pro- 
nounced to the makers of peace. (Matt. v. 9.) 

His spirit ever leads to seek for and improve every oppor- 
tanity of promoting peace and reconciliation, and constantly 
to remember that as we really confide in him, he can, in his 
own lime, change the hearts of all men in such manner, that 
the way to obtain it, hath been often opened contrary to every 
human prospect or expectation. 

May we, therefore, heartily and sincerely unile in supplica- 
tions to the Father of Mercies, to grant the plentiful effusions 
of his spirit to all, and in an especial manner to those in superior 
stations, that they may with sinceriry, guard against and reject 
all such measures and councils, as may increase and perpetuate 
the discord, animosities, and unhappy contentions which now 
sorrowfully abound. 

We cannot but with distressed minds, beseech all such in the 
most solemn and awful manner, to consider that, if by their 
acting and persisting in a proud, selfish spirit, and not regard- 
ing the dictates of true wisdom, such measures are pursued as 
tend to the shedding of innocent blood { in the day when they 
and all men shall appear at the judgment seat of Christ, to re- 
ceive a reward according to their works, they will be excluded 
from his favour, and their portion will be everlasting misery. 
(See Matt. XXV. 41 ; 2 Cor. v. 10.) 

The peculiar evidence of divine regard manifested to our 
ancestors, in the founding and settlement of these provinces, 
we have often commemorated, and desire ever to remember, 
with true thankfulness and reverent admiration. 

When we consider — That at the time they were persecuted 
and subjected to severe sufferings, as a people unworthy of the 
benefits of civil or religious liberty, the hearts of the king and 
rulers under whom they suffered, were inclined to grant them 
these fruitful countries, and entrust them with charters of very 
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extensive powers Bod privil^es. That on their arrival bera, 
the minds of the natives were iacltned to receive them with 
great boapilality and friendship ; and to cede to them the mosL 
valuable part of their land on very ea>y terms. That while 
the principles of justice and mercy continued to preside, they 
were preserved in tranquillity and peace, free from the desolating 
calamities of war ; and their endeavours were wonderfully 
blessed and prospered, so that the saying of the wisest of 
kings was signally verified to them, " when a man's ways 
please the Lord, be maketii even his enemies to be at peace 
with him." (Pro. xvi. 7.) 

The benefits, advantages and favour we have experienced 
by our dependence on, and connexion with, the kings and 
government, under which we have enjoyed this happy state, 
appear to demand from us the greatest circumspection, care, 
and constant endeavours, to guard against every attempt to 
alter or subvert that dependence or connexion. 

The scenes lately presented to our view, and the prospect 
before ua, we are sensible are very distressing and discouraging; 
and though we lament that such amicable measures as have 
been proposed, both here and in England, for the adjustment 
of the unhappy contests subsisting, have not yet been efiectual, 
nevertheless, we should rejoice to observe the continuance of 
mutual peaceable endeavours for effecting a reconciliation ; 
having groands to hope that the divine favour and blessing will 
attend them. 

" It hath ever been our judgment and principle, since we 
were called to profess the light of Christ Jesus, manifested in 
our conscieoees unto this day, that the setting up, and putting 
down kings and government, is God's peculiar prerogative ; 
for causes best known to himself; and that it is not our business 
to have any hand or contrivance therein, nor to be busybodtes 
above our station, much less to plot and contrive the ruin, or 
ovsrtum of any of them, but to pray for the king, and safety 
of our nation, and good of all men j that we may live a peace- 
able and quiet life, in all godUness and honesty ; under the 
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government which God is f^ased to set over us." — Ancient 
Testimony, 1696, in Sewall's History. 

May we therefore firmly unite in the abhorrence of all such 
writings, and measures, as evidence a desire and design to 
break off the happy conoexion we have heretofore enjoyed, 
with the kingdom of Great Britain, and our just and necessary 
subordination to the king, and those who are lawfully placed in 
authority under him ; that thus the repeated solemn declara- 
tions, made on this subject, in the addresses sent to the king, 
OD behalf of the people of America in general, may be con- 
firmed, and remain to be our firm and sincere intentions to 
observe and fulfil. 

Signed, in and on behalf of a meeting of the representatives 
of our religious Society, ia Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey; held at Philadelphia, the SOth day of the first 
month, 1770. 

JoBH Fbmbbbtok, 
Clerk. 

TO OOH FRIKNDB AND BEBTHREM IN aiS.lQIOV6 IttOPESSION, lit TBSSB 
AND THE ADJACENT FROVIN0X8. 

Dearly beloved friends and brethren. 

Our minds being renewedly impressed with a fervent religious 
concern for your spiritual welfare, and preservation in the lore 
and fellowship of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace, by the constraininga of his love, we are 
engaged to salute yon in this time of deep exercise, afHiction, 
and ditBcnlty ; earnestly desiring, that we may by steady cir- 
cumspection and care, in every part of our conduct and con- 
versation, evidence, that under the close trials, which are and 
may be permitted to attend us, our faith and reliance is fixed 
on him alone for protection and deliverance, remembering his 
gracious promise to his faithful followers, " Lo, I am with you 
alway even unto the end of the world." (Malt xxviii. 80.) 

And " as it became him for whom are all things, and by 
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■whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings," 
(Heb. ii. 10) let us not be dismayed, if we are now led in 
the same path. 

As we keep in the T^ord's power and peaceable truth, which 
is over all, and therein seek the good of all, neither outward 
sufierings, persecutions, nor any outward thing that is below, 
will hinder or break bur heavenly fellowship in the light and 
spirit of Christ. (G. Fox's Epistle, 1685.) 

Thus we may with Chrislian fortitude and firmness withstand 
and refuse to submit to the arbitrary injunctions and ordinances 
of men, who assume to themselves the power of compelling 
others, eiUier in person or by other assistance, to join in car- 
rying on war, and in prescribing modes of determining con- 
cerning our religious principles, by imposing tests not war- 
ranted by the precepts of Christ, or the laws of the happy con- 
stitution, under which we and others long enjoyed tranquillity 
and peace. 

We therefore, in the aboundings of that love, which wisheth 
the spiritual and temporal prosperity of all men, exhort, ad- 
monish and caution, all who make religious profession with us, 
and especially our beloved youth, to stand fast in that liberty, 
wherewith through the manifold suil^rings of our predecessors, 
we haye been favoured, and steadily to bear our testimony 
against every attempt to deprive us of iL 

And, dear friends, you who have known the truth, and the 
powerful operations (hereof in your minds, adhere faithfully 
thereto, and by your good examples and stability, labour to 
strengthen the weak, conlirm the wavering, and warn and 
caution the unwary against being beguiled by the snares of the 
adversaries of truth and righteousness. Let not the fear of 
suffering, either in person or property, prevail on any to join 
with or promote any work or preparation for war. 

Our profession and principles are founded on that spirit 
which is contrary to, and will in time put an end to all wars, 
and bring in everlasting righteousness ; and by our constantly 
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abiding uoder ihe direction and instruction of that spirit, we 
may be endued with that " wisdom from above, which is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypo- 
crisy." (James iii. 17.) That this may be our happy experience 
is our fervent de^re and prayer. 

Signed, in and on behalf of the meeting for su^rings held in 
Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania and New Jersey, the 
20th day of the 13th moDtb, 177& 

John pEHBESTONt 
Clerk. 

HIHUTE of THB qUitllTEBLT HESTINO HELD IIT PBILiDELl-HIA, 8tH 
MONTH, 4th, 1777. 

The account from the several meetings in Fliiladelphia re- 
lating to the subject of suSeriogs being read, their care and 
attention to the direction of the Yearly Meeting is approved 
oi, and their further attention on such cases as may arise is 
desired ; and as it may be useful for these now brought to be 
communicated to the Meeting for SufTerings for further con- 
sideration, the clerk ia directed to lay them before that 
meeting. 

Copied from the minutes of said meeting. 

John Fbhberton, 
Clerk. 

AT A honthlt lamiita of fhujldeltbii, held on the 25th and 
31st DATS 7th month, and Ibt 8th month, 1777. 

" A commiltee being appointed, agreeable to the recom- 
mendation of our last Yearly Meeting, to advise and assist any 
of our friends who have been brought under sufferings on 
account of our Christian testimony, and lo preserve a record 
of sufferings, have acquainted this meeting in writing, that 
they have several times met and freely conferred on the sub- 
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ject, and although a number of our brethren have suffered on 
various occasions under the prevaiMng tuntulls and coufusiona 
which hare attended, yet no account of particular cases hath 
been so collected ns to enable them to make a full report there- 
on ; we have therefore continued the same committee, and de- 
sired their further attention to the service, that the inteniioo of 
the Yearly Meeting may be fulfilled. 



AT A MOSTHLT HEETInO OF VRIENDS IN PHILADELPHIA FOK THE 
SOUTHERN DtSTBICT. HELD TEE 30tH 7th HORTH, 1777, BT A1>- 
JOmtKHENT. 

The committee appointed by this meeting, to advise and 
assist such of our members who might be subjected to suffer- 
ing for the testimony of trulh, and to keep a record thereof, 
agreeably to the direction of the last Yearly Meeting, brought 
in a report in writing, a copy of which is herewith sent 

" TO THE MOHTHLT NEETIKO OF TRIENDB IIT FHILADELPHIA FOR THE 
SOnTHEEN DISTRICT- 

" We the committee appointed to advise and assist such of 
our m^nbers who m^ht he subjected to suffering for the te» 
limony of truth, and to keep a record thereof, agreeably to the 
direction of last Yearly Meeting, do report. That we have 
kept this matter under our care, in order that we might give 
our assistance when necessary. And although there were 
some occurrences previous to our ai^intmeai, wherein some 
were subjected to suflering, no cases have fallen out of late 
which required our particular care. Nevertheless we may 
observe that some Friends have been Injured in their property, 
by having had blankets taken from them on accoutit of their 
non-compliance with a requisition that was made for a number 
of blankets, for the purpose of equipping soldiers going to war. 
Some also who followed their lawful vocations on the days 
appointed by those in authority, to be observed as public fasta, 
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have been molested, and their shops violently shut by the 
rabble. 

" And likewise on the evening of a day lately appointed by 
the present powers, for public rejoicing, divers Friends had 
their windows broke by a licentious mob, because they could 
not join with the multitude in illuminating their windows. But 
DO account has been brought in by any Friend of the loss or 
damage they have Bustained. 

" Signed, at the request and on behalf of the committee, by 

" JOHM RmtBLL. 
"PhiUdclphia, 38th Tth moDth, 1777." 

The Monthly Meeting for the Northern District having had 
a committee appointed to the like service, produced to tfiat 
meeting the following report 

"Inasmuch as divers of our members have been subjected 
to various losses, oppressions and impositions, under the present 
commotions and tumults, the committee appointed in the ISth 
month last, to preserve a record of the sufferings of our brethren 
for a faithful adherence to the cause and testimony of truth, 
think it right to submit to the consideration of the Monthly 
Meeting, a general view of the several matters in which the 
committee have been exercised, to encourage aikd promote 
faithfulness, and a conduct connstent with our religious pro- 
fession, as also by a brotherly sympathy and labour, to endea- 
vour to reheve, assist and strengthen, some of our oppressed 
brethren. 

" Many of our houses have been stripped of lim leaden 
weights used for the hanging of windows, by order of those 
who have in these tumultuous times assumed the rule. In like 
muiner have a considerable number of blankets been forcibly 
taken and carried away from many Friends, declared to be for 
fitting out men to go to war. The being compelled into a coa- 
iributioo for snch a purpose has been grievous to honest minds. 
And some have had their stock of this necessary article so re* 
duced, as to be likely to want the needful covering in a coder 
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mason. So far as hare come to our knowledge, we hare 
reason to believe Friends have mostly suffered in this, and the 
first instance, with a good degree of patience aod meekness, 
and have generally shown a disapprobation of such exactions. 

" The houses of several Friends have been wantonly abused, 
and their windows broke and destroyed by a rude rabble, for 
not joining with the present rulers in their pretended acts of 
devotion, and conforming to their ordinances in making a show 
of that sort in shutting up our houses and shops, professedly to 
observe a day of humiliation, and to crave a blessing on their 
public proceedings, but evidently tending to spread the spirit of 
strife and contention. 

" The like abuses and wanton destruction of our property 
hath lately been repeated, because Friends could not illuminate 
their houses, and conform to such vain practices, and outward 
marks of rejoicing, to commemorate the time of these people's 
withdrawing themselves from all subjection to the English 
government, and from our excellent constitution, under which 
we long enjoyed peace and prosperity. 

" Some of our members have also had soldiers forced into 
their houses and kept there for some time, by which families 
have been much incommoded, and our peaceable Iratimony 
disregarded by the authors of this imposition. 

" Edward Wells was seized in the street by a number of 
armed men, and for refusing to bear arms, or to aid and asHst 
in warlike services, he was committed to the New Prison in 
this city, and there confined about three days, by order of 
General Putnam. 

" And for the like refusal Thomas Masterman, William 
Brown, and William Wayne, were taken from their dwelliogB 
by an armed company of men, and with drum and mmic 
paraded through the streets for a considerable time before they 
were permitted to return to their habitations. 

" Samuel Shaw having been appointed under the present 
rulers to act in conjunction with their magistrates as an 
overseer of the poor, after a deliberate consiiterattoB of the 
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matteri concluded to decline the office, believing it to be incoa- 
aistent with his own peace of mind, and the solid advice of 
Friends at our last Yearly Meeting. He was fined for refusing 
to serve, twenty pounds, and had his goods distrained and 
taken from him to the value of twenty>eight pounds. 

" William Compton's case will close the report we have to 
make, which is set forth in the two following minutes of our 
Monthly Meeting, except that of hia having been kept close 
prisoner near six week?, debarred from the conversation and 
advice of his friends, and thereby prevented from manifesting 
innocence of the charge brought against him, at a time when 
he was threatened with very severe usage, even to the endan- 
gering of his life, although from aught that has appeared, the 
authors of this injurious and cruel treatment had not the least 
grounds therefor. 

" 5th month 27th, 1777. — The committee appointed to afford 
tbeir advice and assistance to such of our brethren as might be 
brought under sudering, having had divers meetings with the 
overseers and several other Friends, and taken into their con- 
sideration the situation of William Compton, one of our mem- 
bers, who was committed to the New Prison in this city on the 
18th day of last month, by a written order signed by Philip 
Schuyler, acting in the character of a general and commander 
of the military forces in this city; and ihough repealed applica- 
tions have been made to him, and his promise obtained, that 
William should be enlarged, having informed Friends that so 
far as had come to his knowledge nothing criminal in the view 
of those who now exercise authority in this place, had upon 
exsminatioD been found against him ; yet he is still continued 
in confinement, and there appears fresh occasion for an exercise 
of brotherly care and Christian sympathy in his case. After a 
solid deliberation thereon in this meeting, our friends John 
Hunt, Charles West, John Parrish, Samuel Smith, William 
Cowper, William Fisher, Joshua Howell, Isaac Cathrall, and 
Henry Drinker, were appointed to take the same under their 
immediate and religious care, and desired to afibrd such assist- 
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ance and help therein as our said friend's siluation may appear 
to require, and should ihey apprehend it necessary, they are at 
liberty to lay ihe sauie before our Meeting for Sufferings for 
their advice in this matter, in which our Society now is, and 
may be deeply interested. 

"&ih month 35th, 1777. — The committee nominated last 
month having several times met together with some of our 
brethren in this city, on the day of their appointment and the 
succeeding day, and seriously considered the alarming stretch 
of power which had been, and the severity which was proposed 
to be exercised in the case of WiUiam Compton, they concluded 
it right to remonstrate against, and endeavour to prevent some 
very arbitrary proceedings, with which he was then threatened, 
and afier diligently pursuing the matter, and personally attend' 
ing an examination which he was subjected to, a discharge 
from his conGnement was obtained, with a certificate that 
there did nut appear the least grounds for the charge brought 
against him. 

Samuel SmTHt 
WiLLiiH CowrKaf 
CaxKLBS Webi, 
JosN Parkibh, 
Hemky Drinker. 
*' To the Monthly Meeting of Friends of the Northern Dis- 
trict of Philadelphia, to be held by adjournment this day. 
- PhilidelphU, Tih raonth S9lh, 1T7T." 

The foregoing report was read, and considered, in our said 
meeting, and committed to the care of the representatives, to 
be laid before our Quarterly Meeting. 

Henky Dbikkgr, 
Clerk 

The amount of Friends' sufierings brought up from our seve- 
ral Monthly Meetings, chiefly for not bearing arms and paying 
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taxes for aupportiog a war against the government this year, 
is four hundred and sixteen pounds five Bhillings, FenDBylvaniB 
currency. 

Divers Friends were imprisoned ; some soon discharged ; 

three continued prisoners upwards of three months, were fined 

by the court but not yet levied, and their persons discharged 

from imprisonment. 

Extract from the minutes of our Quarterly Meeting, held in 

Rahway. the 18th of 8th month, 1777. 

By Jobs Shotwell, 

Clerk. 



Enraci of a leiiei from Genornl SulliTsn to Congreas, daled Hsnorer, 
Anguat 29, 1777. 

" Among the baggage taken on Staten Island, the 22d instant, 
I find a number of important papers. A copy of three 1 enclose 
for the perusal of Congress. The one from the Yearly Meeting 
at Spanktown, held the IBlh instant, I think worthy the atten- 
tion of Congress. 

"No. 1. Where is Washingtont what number of men or cannonT 
3. Where is Sterling? what number of men and cannon T 

3. Where is Sullivan 1 &c. 

4. Where is Dayton and Ogden? what numbert 

5. Whether ihere be any troops passing or repassing? 

6. Intelligence from Albany. 

7. Intelligence from Philadelphia. 

8. Be very particular about time and place. 

"Iufbrnulioaftoni Jane;, 19 Aagiut, 1T7T. 
" It is said General Howe landed near the head of Chesa- 
peake Bay, but cannot learn the particular spot, nor when. 

" Washington lays in Pennsylvania, about twelve miles from 
Coryell's Ferry. 

" Sullivan lays about six miles northward of Morristown, 
with about two thousand men. 

" Sfanktowk Yvab.1.1 Meetino. 
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" lalelligeDce from Jeney, Siuulay, Jolj 28, 1777. 

" I saw on their full march, seven miles from Morristown, on 
the road to Delaware, General Washington, General Muhlen- 
burg. General Weeden, with two thousand men, and General 
Knox with his train of artillery, consisting of fourteen field 
pieces, and one howitz, seventy-nine ammunition wagons, and 
one hundred and thirty baggage wagons; and then proceeding 
on the road from Hackettslown to Easton, there saw on their 
full march to Delaware, General Stevens and General Scott, 
with four thousand men and light field pieces, and on the road 
met twenty-nine flat-bottomed boats, and proceeded down to 
Quibbletown, where I saw General Stirling and General Con- 
way with three thousand men and no field pieces. I am in- 
formed that General Sullivan has crossed the North River, and 
is bringing up the rear. As to the Irulh of that, 1 hope I shall 
be able to inform you in two or three days." 

Received, August 31, 1777. 

Published by order of Congress. 

Chaki-es Thomson, 
Secretary. 



Many of the historical writers on the American Revolution 
having censured the Society of Friends for their attachment to 
the Colonial Government, and for the expressions in their 
epistles to their members, of the satisfaction and advantages 
they had enjoyed under it, it will be proper to show that 
Congress, even at a subsequent date, made use of stronger ex- 
pressions in their public addresses to the king, of their loyalty 
and attachment ; and for this purpose the following documents 
are inserted in relative position to each other. 
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Addrat of Congrat to l}ie Sing, July 

m, 1775. 

"We BIB Iberefore excitt^d bf a BID- "Atlachedsswearoloyourmiijealf'B 
cere concern for the peace and welfare person and government, nilh all (he de- 
af DOT country, publicly to declare Tolion that principle and aSection can 
■gaiosi ever; UBUlpalion of power ia ioipirs, connecled with Great Britain 
oppoaition to Ihe laws andgavernaieill, by the strongest lies which can unite 
and against atl combinations, ineurrec- societies, anddeploring everfevenlthat 
tioDB, coDspiracieB, aod illegal assem- tends in anjr degree to weaken ihem, 
blies) and as we are restrained from we solemnly assure your majesty that 
them by a conscientious discharge of we not only most ardsnlly desire tbal 
our duties to Altnighry God, by whom the former bsppineBs between her and 
' kings teigo, Hod princes decree jus- these Colonies msy be rastored, bnt 
tice,' WB hope ihraagh his aHialanee that a concord msy be estoblished be- 
and favour to be able to maiiilBin our tween them upon so firm a basia as to 
lestimonyagainelanyreqiiieitians which perpetuate its bleesinga, uninterrupted 
may be made of us inconsistent with ^yany future diBsenaiona, to ■ncceeding 
oar religious principles, and the fidelity geueraliona in bolh countries, and (o 
we owe to (he king and his government transmit your majesty's name lo pos- 
u by laweBtablished, earnestly desiring leriiy, adorned with that signal and 
the Tettoralionof that harmonyandcon- lasting glory that hath aliended Ihe 
cord which hare hitherto united the tnemory of ihoae lUuBlrioua penonageB 
people of these provinces, and been whose virtues and abilities have eatri- 
Bttended by the divins blsBBing on their catsd siBies from dangerous convul- 
labonrs." sions, and by securing hsppinesB to 
others, have added the moat noble and 
durable monuments to their own fame." 



The historian Gibbon, in sumtning up the character of the 
primitive Christians, gives the following account of their prin- 
ciples, which is in remarkable coincidence wirh the tenets of 
the Society of Friends, to which reference is made in the In- 
troduction.* 

"The Christians were not less averse to the business than to 
the pleasures of the world. The defence of our persons and 
properly they knew not how lo reconcile with the patient doc- 
trine which enjoined an unlimited forgiveness of past injuries, 
and commanded them to invite fresh insults. Their simplicity 
* Gibbon'* Decline and Fall, chap. iv. 
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was offended by the use of oaths, by the pomp of magistracy, 
and by the active contention of public life ; nor could their 
humane ignorance be convinced that it was lawful on any oc- 
casion to shed the blood of our fellow-creatures, either by the 
sword of justice or by that of war; even though their criminal 
or hostile attempts should threaten the peace and safety of the 
whole community. It was acknovrledged that under a less 
perfect law the powers of the Jewish constitution had been 
eTcrcised, with the approbation of Heaven, by inspired prophets 
and anointed kings. The Christians felt and confessed that 
such institutions might be necessary for the present system of 
the world, and they cheerfully submitted to the authority of 
their Pagan governors. But while they inculcated the maxims 
of passive obedience, they refused to take any active part in 
the civil administration or the military defence of the empire." 
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